, HISTORY OF CAPITOL & SNOWMASS CREEKS
: by CHARLES D. HART

This area embraces the watershed of the area tributariy to Snowmss
Creek and includes the upper valley of East Sopris Creek, for the access

to this locality was from the main Capitol Creek road: also the residents
therein received mail from the Watson & Snowmass post offices and

attended the schools in the Capitol Creek Districts € and later 15,

Capitol Creek igs the last main tributary of Snowmass Creek entering

the latter stream at a point approximately one mile south of Snowmass
Store & Post Office and the confluence of Snowmass Creek and the Roar-

ine Fork River, Snowmass is much the larger stream,but its valley

is narrower and consequently containg less arable land., This stream
begins hich in the Elk lMountaing, one fork flowine east out of Snow-

mass Lake and the second or south fork beginniﬁa in a great alpine

park on the west side of Maroon Bells, Its course from the junction

of these streams is about due north - EBear Creek flowine from the
ngg‘Lakes Basin lyine between Snowmass and Capitol Peak flows in from the
west as do Copper Creék and West Branch, At te Snowmass Falls Ranch i
the stream flows.east for a couple of miles and is joined by the

Fast Branch where it afﬁn turns north, West Branch flows east after

its besinning in a second sreat park lyins at the east base of

lVit, Daly or the "Belted"?wWAmagnificent»view of this area is obtained

from points on the road leading from Hishway 82 to Snowmass-at-

Aspen, Also from the divide between Owl Creek and rfrush Creek on

the county road to the same location. Another mile and a half

north of the East Snowmass junction Fast Elk Creek flowings east comes \
out of Hunter fulch and flows into the Main Stream on the 0ld Edwin |
Powell ranch., Another mile and a half downstream Wild Cat Creek

flows in from a large basin to the east which is rimmed by shale ‘
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mountains covered with scrub osk, pinion, service beriy bushes and
cace and rabbit brush avprorvimatelv a mile down the confluence with
Wild Cat the main stream flows west to the point where Capitol Creek

wnters it at about which point it arain turns north to its mouth.

Capitol Creek arises in a huve sprine flowins from the sranite above
timberline at a voint approximately  mile nath of Capitol Lake)

which lies in a hure rock-rimmed bowl below the sheer nath fan of
Capitol Peak. Ite course is predominately north Ffor the first

three miles and is joined by ceveral small sprins fed streams enter-
ine from both east and west sides, Its first tributary of consequence

flows east out‘of_Charity, probably Cherokee, kasin and}a short dis-
tance downstream at Willow Park,another small eastward flowin<

stream comes out of kaurin Fasin, Just below Willow Park,6 the créek
drops over Capitol Falls a very pretty little cascade easgily seen from
the trailgwhich ascends the valleyv and a short walk or ride from this
trail brings one_either to the foot of these falls or to a point
directly above tﬁem.' Downstream another mile, Jimmy Creek enters

from the west fléwinﬁ out of another hicsh basgin lyins alons the east

face of a portion of those red mountains which are a part of the spur

of ¥lk Mountains extendine northwest from Capitol Peak and endins in

g

it bopris.b %hortly after Juncture with Jimmy Créekbthe main stream
turns to flow @aéﬁjtojthe wegt base of the Flat Topr, a huve shale

mass featured by wiant slides on its west and north sides, Wichol--
con Creek fowine north frém its source beneath Havatack Mountéin
enters Capitol‘Cfeek around a halfl mile west of Flat Too, ILime

Creek arising fﬁom 8. gprinco on éast side of Flat Top, flows north
thru.the meadow of S+, Benedicts lonastary and pretty much psrallels
the course of the main gtream to the point where thev join about three

and a half mileg from mouth of Capitol Creek whose northward course

ek



turns east and arain north east to its jurction with Snowmass.,
Another SmallﬁWeﬁﬁ 21k Creek flows northward paralleline Capitol
Creck and then turns east thru the meadows where BElk Creek Village
development is takines place. 1t enters Capitol Creek approximately
a mile above the mouth of the latter. It is to be noted that there
are two Flk Creeks mentioned -~ thev are two entirely separate streams
and were in all probability named by different iﬂ@ividuals and at

. . . LA
different times and are not to be confused ss the®we sources and

direction of flow are entirely different and some distance apart.

Basgt Sopris Creek is rot tribulary at all to Snowmass Creek but it
afises in William Lake in a hich pine rimmed basin alons the ridose of
mountaing south of kit, Sopris. Its direction is cenerallly north and
it joing with West Sopris aporoximately a mile south of the Fmms School
House and dumps over a steep bank into the Roaring Fork quite near this
post offices this mouth of the creek may also be seen from Hirhway 32

a mile or éo weast of Basalt and at about the west end of the curve a-

lorn= the shale bluff at this point,

A maenifichét view of the pangrama of much of the forezoins terrain
can be obtained from the top of the Watson Divide, The road leadins
to this turns sharply Southwest off Hichway 82 some 200 vards west
of old Wats oh)later renamed @erbazdalg)and rung un the vallev of a
small stream for a distance of one and a half miles before sharply
ascendins to the pass over the divide, The pandgrama runs from Mt.
Faldy above West Villace of Snowmass-at-Aspen on the east)past

Fast Snowmass Bagsin, a part of Snowmass and Capitol Peaks and on
alon= the ranve endin= in Mt, Sopris on the west. This is truly a
masnificent view and this route is no doubt one of the main entries

to the Snowmass - Capitol Valleyvs used by the earlv settlers of the

rezion, A word of warnine - do not attempt this drive when roads



are wet as both the east & west sides can be extremely slippery and
thig county road is not too well maintained and is used sparingly.
The descent is to the west and across Snowmass Creek where it joins

the main road up that valley.

It is a well established fact that Charles Jacobs followed a few days
later by Henry staats in 1880 located the first homesteads herein.
Jacobs bcated on the present site of the Fred Light Ranch lonz known
as the L;J, Box L, and Henry Staats on the present site of St. Benedicts
Vonasterv, These sites were chosen because they contained natural
meadows where Slouch Crass orew abundantly as a result of Hast Sopris
and Lime Creek overflowinz durine the sprincz runoff of winter's snows.,
Hay harvested on these places and carried into Aspen in sacks or bales
on burros, cenerally referred to as jacks, was vital to the survival
of horses, mules, and other livestock brought in and used by the early
prospecters and the merchants,who followed them, and the freighterg)who
broucht in supplies from the east slopes of the Rockies. Other men
soon followedJacobs and Staats and picked out their own locations,
Included were Fred Light, John White, Walter Boram, Hubert Harmon,
Jack Hawthorne, Edwin Powell and Alexander licKkenzie., Harmon, so the
story coes, cave five dollars and a pair of rubber boots in paymentg
to the original locator of the claim adjoininz Staats location. He
was later joined by his sisters Ella, who became lirs, Staats, and
Columbia who patented this same property. John R, (Jack) Williams
bousht up several individual homesteads beginning in 1883 and establish-
ed what later became known as Williams Brothers Ranch: part of this
property lays alons both sides of Snowmass Creek and contains the old
log ranch housge and other J improvements and is two miles up Snowmass
Creek from the Post Office., The greater part of this ranch lies in a

basin east of Capital Creek extendins from its mouth south for a

couple of miles, Adjoining this ranch on the west were the Boram and
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white holdinss later owned by W. W, Williams, the old lo» house on

this vroperty is still standins the much of the roof has caved in and
doors and windows are vone, This old buildin~ was typical of many in
the area and consisted of a strin~s of rooms built on to the ori mal

one room cabin and covered by a dirt roof. Its location is a bit

over three miles up Capitol Creek from Snowmass FPost Office, Cther
ranch houses havins the same tvoe congtruction were the John 5. Stewart,
Charles Walters, and i, J. Jacobson places and the Hawthorne, Robilhand
ranch at the base of the sreat slide on north face of Flat Top Kountain,
These latter houses were later replaced by more modern homes except

for the one lone occupied by the Joseph Letev family on the one time
Robichard homestead and now owned by Harold Pabst, This location is

one and a half miles up Snowmass Creek southeast of the forks of the
road, The Chisholm place is on this same road and a half mile down-
stream, this property has. Up stream are properties now owned by

Pabgt and Christeneen Brog, Alex and Ann Kckenzie settled on land alon:
the creek on or about November 1, 188& and bdwin Powell a bit later,
Phillip and Fred Robishand deeded the land later purchased by D. W,
Whisholm to Charles D, Walters who received a Patent for it on February 23,
1895 and conveved to DU. . Chisholm on March 12, 1901, Adjoinins the
Williams Eros, on the east also wasg the land lyine at the lower end

of the sulch which bears hig name and was patented by John EBohan on
Februarv 23, 1895, ©Bohan was buried on this property and John . #illiams
uged to relate the story that the service was carried out by Fohan's

son Jack who also sald in preparins the -rave that "1t was damn hard
disgina", Any marker on this srave hag lon~ since disappeared, This
proverty was owned for manv vears by John Jurick, Sr, who with brother
Laurents purchased it and later with his wife and familyv made their
home there, Phillip Robishand sold his holdinvg to Emmanuel and

Jogseph Letey (looks as thoush it could be spelled Letrvy - P..,) on
Auvzust 27, 1903 and Joseph Letey, his wife, and sons ken and “eor-e
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operated it for a creat period of time. Upstream were the i,
Reeves and “rover Holmes proverties lono owned and operated by 5. C.
vuff and Fred “asnon. Further upstream was the Merrill H, McLachlin
property and land homesteaded by james FNclkenzie and now owned by
7eicler, The Snowmase Falls Ranch some twelve miles upstream from 4
Snowmass store & Post Office was assembled by Catherine J. Lindvis
be~innine in 1892 when she acquired the clalm patented on Aurust 3,
1897 by J. ¥, Tandy. Earbir C, I, Pennells patented land downstream
on January 13, 1896 and Misg Lindvic acquired this place from the
Fennell heirs on Karch 1, 1915 and Public Trustees Zale June 2, 1914,

She also patented two additional tracts, one on May 29, 1912 and a second
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on lav %4, 193¢ ~iving her a total of 610 acres, Dubbed "The Cattle
Nueen of Snowmsss", Catherine Jensen Lindvies was a lerend in her own
time, Comin~ to the Ubited States in 1889 at the age of twenty five
from her native Denmark to marry a farmer in Nebraska she chanced her
mind on seeings him and sizing uvp the prospect of life on a prairie
farm, She continued on west to Colorado Springs and later to Asven,

On arrivine at the Jatter town she walked up Main street, picked out
the finest lookins home, inauired if the occupants needed a cook and
was emploved, lLater she ran a Poardins Home for Miners, servine meals
and oreparine lunches for some two hundred men, A delinguent board
bill led her to acquiring her oricimal proverty, She overated her
ranch and livestock holdinss with the aid of three 0ld men, Dave Adams,
£i1l Vewton, and Billy Cantlev who worked for little more than room,
board, clothes & tohacco, On Mayv 20, 1914 Nals and Sophia Christiansen
and their sirx children arrived from Dermark & leased some of her land
for four years., lirs. Christiansen and lkiss Lindvis were sisters, In

the 1920's Kate ag she was known besan rentins houses and the Pennell

®

Cabin to fisherman soiny to Snowmsss Lake some eicht mileg hisher in

the mountains., Later she leased her vroverty and stock to Kenneth and



Mette Christiangen Watt, Kette beincs her niece, and she then made her
home with Jens and “ladye Christisnzen on the ““lendale Stock Farm and
moved to San Dieco, Calif,., in 1946 where she lived to the ripe old
are of 92 passine on in 1957, She sold her ranch to D.R.C. Brown
April 19, 19473,

J. #. Hunter filed a Declaration of Occupsncy July 22, 1902 on land

HV

in a basin on £lk Creek some half mile upstream from the Idwin Fowell
location and several hundred feet hirher in elevation., e and his
wife Mora, and song Carroll and Feer ranched there for many years,
This land lies abowe the head of the hure slide whch is easily seen

as one ascends the road up Snowmase Creek - Peer died after contract-

in pneumonia while batchine and carine for cattle durins the winter

W

of 192F, Furied March 5, 192¢, Peer Lakes are named for him as he
nacked fish into that almost inaccesgible bagin lvins between Snowmass
and CGpitol Peaks with the aid of his trusty mule. He also entered a
den and captured two bear cubs after gseeins "WMama Hear" leave and
carried these cubs back to the ranch, where he placed them in an
excavation intended for the bhasement of a new house which he and his
father were constrvcting. "Mama'™ came that nite & retreived one cub,
The other cub became a problem and was donated to a zoo in, I helieve,
Colorado Sprincs, This place is now awned by Dr, Harold Harvey, Jeff
Punter for vears devoted several days sprinc and fall to huntine and
shootine porcupines which abounded in the area and frequently filled
the noses of curious cattle with their quills thus causine the cattle
much ducomfort and renderin: them unable to rraze and caused the Hunters

much work to rove and throw there cattle and remove the quills.

The Shield 0 Ranch lies alons the divide between Snowmass Creek and

Lime Creek in a series of basing and draws and a portion of it lay

in the head of Zohan “ulch, The origsinal homestead which became the
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!nucleug of this ranch was vatented bv Jasper I, Hatch karch 12, 1903,
Ve sold this land to M., ¥, Carr on December 24, 19064, Berinnins in
1908 Carr, W. R, Fouts, L. ", Tompking and Levin Seaman formed the
“hield O Livestock Co. and later lands were patented by several of
these people and land to the south patented by wm., F. Raymond and ad-
joinine the Hunter ranch were added to the oririnal holdiness and com-
vrised a total of some 1400 acres, Clarence Reed bourht the Seaman
interest Februarv 9, 1914,.Iater he acquired the remaining interest
and on NMarch 10, 1922 sold one half interest to Zeorze i, Rohrbourh
who later acquired title to all and after his death it was sold to
Gharles Redd and later to Dsvid and Perry Christensen, The main
houge and other ranch buildincs were situated about a mile west of
the main road reached by a steep ~rade which branched off Jjust north
of the Snowmassg Creek near District 17 School Fouse. This ranch

waa never a true success, it broke Clarence Reed and badly bent

Rohnbousrh and hig wife,

The first land patented in the Wildcat Zasin was by John J, Tearvan
in Movember 1890, Feacan transferred this proverty to Sogthener
Joseph Besancon larch 2, 1891, Joe EBEesancon ranched there for many
vears and on April 1, 19173 Cecil Lowderback and wWillism , Yearer
purchasged its on December 3, 1919 Lowderback boucht out his partner
and continued operatine there until 1945, The remainder of the
Wildeat area was later prempted by James and Walter lMcKenzie and
Jennie McKenzie Popish and Katlie lcienzie Carroll and her husband
Mo L. Carroll. The licKenzies were children of Alex and ann kickenzie.
Frank Solbers after sellins his property on Cavitol Creek moved to
this areas and olcated and patented another homestead. All of those
propeties with the erception of the Lowderback and Popish places

were acquired by Charles Redd and served as lambins ~rounds for his
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three bands of sheep, wintered in Utah, also he had a herd of re-ister-
ed Fereford Cattle and a dairy herd on this property chich was
manaced and operated by Llovd Purroush and-later by tert Klins and

wife, David and Perrv Chrigstensen acquired these lands later., This

area is reached via a road turnins east from the main Snownass Creek

2oad gsome four miles southeast of the Snowmass Store and Post Office,

This area was slow in beins developed due to lack of water which was
later corrected by construction of a ditceh from East Snowmass Creeks
slso a reservoir, recently enlar-ed, was built. Thig area probvably
served as an access to the Snowmass valley and also Capitol Creek

for old roads exist leadine from BHrush Creek over a divide to wWildecat
and thence down that area to the draw leadin> Southwest which contains
the Popish hamestead and over another divide and down to the orizinal
lickenzie snd Powell places on Snowmass, Also a road, guite old,
crogses the Shield 0 and traverses the South end of tohan Tulch and
thence down to the Staste place on Iime Creek near the oresent location

of St. Benedicts Nonasterv,

The land at the mouth of Snowmass Creek on which the store and FPosgt
Office are situated and extendine up the creeck a half mile were patented
by John H, Stewart known locally as John Henry to distincuish him from
his father, John 3, %Stewart, who vpatented the land just south of John
Henrv's,

o

John Henry was the first Postmaster at Snowmass at its present dhocation
firaet opéning this office February 19, 1901, This office wag situated
in a los cabin alon~ the creek just up stream from its confliuence with
the Roarine Fork, The road at that time dropped into the creek bottom,

passed under the Colorado Midland Trestle spannins the creek and crog-

sed the Roarins Fork on a bridse a short distance downstream and at

a much lower elevation than the existing structure. John Henry
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transferred his holdings to imma Bradshaw on January 11, 1917, He

or his father carried on as Postmaster at intervals until) the service
wae discontinued on January 31, 1914, Berinnins on April 8, 1914 hrra
lizer was avpointed to the post and was succeeded on Jurne 19, 1914 by

Fmaro Fradshsw who carried on until about 1935 heins succeeded by

atregs ig lartha Klimcke who received

Lla

Yert barett, The present Postm

ner appointment January 5, 1974, Velda Tucker held the job for ten

vears prior to this and Airnes Jurick lelaren occupied the position from

1949 o 1955,

Settlement and developement of the Capitol Crkek area proceeded at a

more rapid pace than did that on Snowmass: the earliest location was

20

that by Henrv Stsats on Lime Creek in 1880, He was a veteran of the
Union Forces in the Civil War who prospected over a ¥ wide area of
central Colorado in the 1870's and 80s, His ewn personel story is told
in "Agpen on The Roarins Fork": the orisinal by Frank Wentworth and

a later edition by Ifrancis Rizzari, An error occurs in the latter
book wherein its stated he died on his ranch in Pitkin County. FHe
g0ld or contracted to sell that property in 1909 and moved to the
Denver area, Later he and his wife Ella L. Hrmon Staats homesteaded
on Bijon Creek south of the town of Byers in Arapahoe Countv. She
died at this farm on kay 4, 1921 and he followed on liarch 11, 1924,
Both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in Denver,

Locations were made in 1883 by Herbert Harmon and £E. Clark wheeler

on January 22 = on thi date also Frederick Lisht filed a Declaration
of Occupancy on Sast Sopris. The Wheeler entry was later transferred
to Saul D, “ray and by him sold to John W. White who with his partner
Walter Xoram developed extensive holdinss on Capitol Creek and the
lower area of West Elk Creek includin~ the area now known as Elk

Creek Villares this area beins some three and a fourth miles south
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and west of Snowmass Postoffice. It was awned and operated for many
years by W, W, Williams son of John R, and Celia Williams who are
mentioned as pioneering and developing the ranch lands just east and
north of the Boram & White holdings, Hubert Harmen who was joined by
his sisters Ella and Columbia in the mid 80s developed the ranch
adjoinine the original Staats Entry on the west and lying between
Capitol Creek and Lime Creek., This land was patented by Columbia Harmon
and transferred back to Herbert who on January 13, 1896 sold to
Dennis Hughes who in turn sold to Charles J., Hart on January 25, 1897. The
buildings erected on this property by Charles Hart are situated just
east of Capitol Creek five and one half miles southwest of Snowmass
P,0. They are a large brick house standinz on a rise back from the
road and a larce red barn just to the left as the road ' crosses
Capitol Creek. The orizsinal Harmon buildinss were situated some
half mile south and east of the Hart home, The orizinal Staats home -
a larse log structure was some half mile east of the Harmons and

about ore fourth mile north and west of St, Benedicts lMonastery,

It is unclear when Samugl Watson first entered the valley but his home
ranch is situated approximately four miles southwest of the Store

and Postoffice and is entered from the Capitol Creek road at the point
where that road turns south from its westward course., This property
is owned by Ceorce Maurin - his father Albert havins acquired it

from Watson on April 3, 1919, To the land acquired from Howard

Luppen on July 5, 1892 Watson added lands patented by Abbie Horzan

and Ellen Kelev, These ladies had emirsrated tosether from Ireland

and entered the service off the Watson family in, I believe, (entucky
and came west to Colorado and Aspen with the family, Aunt Abbie
Horzan was Housekeeper of a Sam Watson at the ranch until his marriaze

about 1913 and she continued on after the marrisgce and went to California

with Mr. & Mrs. Watson after the sale of the ranch in 1919, Ellen




Kelev became lrs, ¥, J. Jecobsor and was with her husband a long
1 o~ ey e e N )
time resident of the area. Upstream from the Watson place A was the

Maurin home place first located by John liaurin, father of Albert on

July 20, 1882, Just south of this was the I'. J. (Joke) Jacobsen place
vatented on June 11,1895, The ranch house and buildinss were gsituated
on 8 mesa runnine north and south parallel to Capitol Creek on its

west side and were reached by a road leavins the main road at a point
between the road to the konastery and the entrance to the Hart property.
This crade ascended the mess and continued west thru the fields

to the west edre of the megs and an old =rads descended into the Wegt
Elk Creek vallev on the west,

Frank D, “olbus patented land lvine alons Capitol Creek and up Line
Creek on February 5, 1906, His house layv on the West bank of Capitol
Creek about Ffive mileg from the Snowmass F.0., It wae hidden from view
of the road itself, Albert Maurin acguired this land from Salena kb,
Forrig in 1913 after gshe had bousht out Solbus in 1912, Solbus

moved to the Wildeat area and later died mvsteriously on the hathbone
Ranch alons with Walter lekKenzie, Continuins upstrean from the Harmon =
Hart place some three fourths mile is a place natented by H, ¥, leorve,
later sold to Kemper Dunlav, and by him to C. C, Wieben. This land

£y

lieg chieflv orn the west side of the creek and on the mesa south of

the Jacobson land. Amos Harmon patented lands lvins eagst of this

latter vlace and south of the Columbia Harman entry. The buildincs

on this Amog Harmon place are rot vigible from the rogd. Just south

of this place is one first located by John Hawthorne who was more
prospector and miner than amncher., Fe roamed the courtry in search

of wealth relatins atories of hig travels includings a winter at Scofield
in the head of the Crystal River and later on FPorphry kountsin to the

k)

gouth of Thomasville on the Fryines Pan, Pelatin® hig earlv 1ife he

told of leavings home in Illinois at about eisrht vears of ave = crossgin:
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to the Missouri sides of the river and livins the winter out with a
colored man in a cave above the river. The next year he went on west
to Abilene, Kansas whemne he tended the town herd of milk cows and

later to Dodre City where he performed the samme task. In Dodse he knew
Wvatt Larp, Doc Holiday, hat Masterson and others now much chronicated
by t.v, and other media. Hig portraval of these men was much less
flatterine than the usual one seen on our setes and in the movies and
western gtory macazines. Holiday who died and is buried at “lenwood
Springe he pictured as a cold blooded killer who backed Wyatt barp up
with a sawed off ghot cun suspended from a cord around hig neck and
covered hy a loosge fittine raincoat., Larp a professional rambler was
little hetter he gald, lMastersen belins the hest of the lot,

At the head of the Lime Creek basin is another place patented by one

of the Murhes' gong and egwned in later vears at various times by

Avsuet Mink, PFred Mart, sdwerd and John Maurin, L. 2, Tucker, Judvi-,

Schinhel, Cam Squires., jccess to this area is part the ltonastery who

now own it,

Up Capitol Creek south and west of the Amos iHarmon entry ig a place
S R S g

now owned by the Robert Childs, patented by James ILyrne January 19, 1905

transfereed April 25, 1904 to Lida Ryan and she in turn =0ld to

-

“ertrude Kay Movember 1, 1912, Up vallev and to the east and south

.
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1s land patented to larsaret Kinney and later transfered to Ludvie Ke

The W, 5, Vicholsen family moved to a hi~h park on the creek besrin:
their name and a filine on forty acres was made by Lillv FMicholsen

- - T 1 S N . ] 2 :
on June 2, 1903, J. ¥, "Hud" NMicholsen patented this proverty and

: e [V S I . , < . T T
itd was the Tamily home for many vears, From here Hud Nicholson bean
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hig business of conductine tours of much of the hizh country embrassed

in the Faroon Snowmass Wilderness Ares for “roups of bove from the
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Cleveland, Chio area., This enterprise was conducted with an =, C,
OffFincer who sisned the bove in theilr home rer~ion and escorted them
to and from Snowmass by rall and accompanied the ~roup throurh the
inter, (not sure of this last word - P.%.) One summer this ~roup
joumneyed by horseback thru the mountains to the north and attended

Chevyenne Frontier Dave. This enterprise can be consldered the

berinnin~ of "Dude Ranchins" in Pitkin County,

The Micholsgon Hove veged to congtruct an arbor of Aspen poles and branches
and the entire community would celebrate with a picnic on Julv A4th,

Fach lady prepared a huve lunch featurin® her own specilalty and these
were lald out and shared by all in the same manner as todays Pot

lucks, The men would sather around a ker of beer cooled overnite in

the rushins waters of the creek and after lunch an impromptu baseball
~ame mi~ht be orranized, One of the prized vossessions of the

Ticholson family wags an old Victor “rashaphone snd a collection of
cylinder records, There would be plaved for the ladles and children

and the legs athletically inclined men and some square dances were

verformed under the direction of John Herman who also set uo his camera

and photorraphed the entire ~roun,

Land to the east and south of the ori~imal Uicholson entry was prompt-
ed by Clarence VMicholson and later by his hrother John who patented it,
The home bulilt for Clarence and his bride mma Schellenber~ was later
occupied by Hal and his bride Polena “ates and thev lived ¥ there

until January 1, 1929 when they moved with their children to Aspen,

Hal havin~ been chozen Theriff of Pitkin County in the 1922 election.

Upstream on Capitol Creek a mile above the mouth of iicholson Creek
a filins wag made about 1914 or 15 at a spot known locally as 3Sandy

Ford by Jim Jores who relinguished his richt to “eor~e Jenkinsen




and this land was later patented by Percy Jenkinson. The Jenkinson
family occupied the log house with dirt roof for several summers and
the younger sister Irene gave music lessons on piano and violin to
some neighborhood youngsters. Roy and Gladys Hart were among these
students and Roy took lessons on a violin carried over the mountains
by Henry Staats. This instrument is still in the possession of Roy's

daughter Sharon.#

Paul Kay later acquired the Jenkinson land and patented another 640
acres adjoining his holdings on the Byrne and Margart Kinney lands.
Much of this last entry lay astride the divide between Capitol Creek

and West Elk.

The road leading to the West Elk Valley leaves the main Capitol Creek
road at a point some three and three quarters mile southwest of
sSnowmass P.0. Another road leading to upper Elk Creek Branches off
some six and three fourths miles from Snowmass. This road in fact is
the chief throughofare rather than the one continuing up Capitol

Creek to the Nicholson Area.

The lower road to West Elk passes by the Sam Watson ranch and

Continues west and then south up West Elk to land patented December 9 -

*In the early days on Capitol, Lime, and West Elk Creeks the
building of a new log cabin was an occassion of great community in-
terest. First the cabin was raised with all hands assisting, then a

house warming followed and at all these occassions Henry Staats and
his violin were the chief source of entertainment for both singing

and dancing. This violin went with him at all times.

15,




1890 by Michael Marron who together with his brothers David and Pete

were in the area. This land larron sold to Margaret L. Kinney

January 30, 1896 and she later sold to the Shuttleworth family and it

was the nucleus of the land owned by Harry Shuttleworth and his wife
Susan who in later years became Mrs. G. B. Brown and who is still living
in Denver at the ripe age of 95. The road ends at this place and on its
progress upstream passes the site of the present Mary K. Frank ranch.
This place was for many years the home of ILeo Light and his family.
Between the Frank and Shuttleworth ranches is the site of the McCabe
place, patented by James McCabe on Januvary 15, 1902 and later the home

of John lMcCabe, his wife lMary, and their six children who continued to
live there after John licCabe Sr. passed on. Below this place and adjacent
to the Frank Headquarters is land owned by Gideon Cookman and later Joe
Montover bought this land. He was a trader and ran a sizable herd of
cattle thereand on Forest ILands above the Nicholsons. On a mesa west

of the Franks and situated on the divide between West Elk and Hast Sopris
Creeks is theland patented by Ellen Keley and transferred to Samuel
Watson who in turn sold this parcel to T. Nakamura Januvary 11, 1919

and he in turn sold to Leo ILight on January 30, 1926. "T" was a

Japanese who was one of a group brought to the area by Harry Shuttleworth
to clear land and raise potatoes. Some of this group went later to the
Wildcat area and were associated with James McKenzie for a time. "T"
maintained a small herd of purebred Shorthorn Cattle along with his
farming operation. He lived in a cabin on the McCabe place for a consi-
derable time, while renting this land and raised a big garden and assisted
lMrs. lMicCabe in running her place. Upon leaving this area he went to the

Grand Junction region and bought a tract of land and engaged in truck

gardening. dJohn Jurick Jr. and later Art Roberts owned this Keley place.

Going to the upper lands in the West Elk area by the second or upper

road, the first place is owned by Chris Wieben and he and his wife Anne

16.
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have lived there since their marriage on January 27, 1925. This land

was patented by Henry F. George who sold to Orville Eib December 26, 1900.
Eib later married Katie Nicholson, daughter of the W. C. Nicholsons.

Eib and Gideon Cookman were in the area in January 1898, both being
natives of West Virginia they were the vanquard of a host of men from that
state who came to & lived for a time in this area. Among these was

Burnie M Butcher who patented the land west of the Byrne - Ryan - Kay
property and south of Eibs ranch on April 26, 1916. The land adjoining
Butcher on the south and extending for a mile west was located by James
Ralston and patented by Joseph logan who transferred it to E. W. Jewett

a prominent grocer and meat market operator in Aspen. Title remained

with Jewett until transferred to Charles Hart in 1929 and by him to Fred
Hart in 1936. This land was occupied by the Ed Morris family and later

by Charles Gates and family. Gates bullt a new log house and barn on

this property during hig tenure and piped in water from a spring some two

hundred yards or so south and upstream along West Elk.

To the north and west of this place lying along the east side and on top
of the mesa separating the West Elk and East Sopris Watersheds is a place
known a kcCartney llesa. This land was patented by Omar L. lcCartney,

a Glenwood Springs Dentist, who sold it to Isaac Campbell and Richard
Holmes. Holmes wag Campbell’s father-in-law and they came from the Cagtle
Rock or Franktown area of Douglas County bringing with them a fine herd

of Registered Shorthorn cattle. These cattle were later acgquired by

We W.e Williams and sold by him to A. B. Dudley who brought the registrations
up to date and thru the introduction of new blood built them up to their
former degree of excellance and later gold them to Wald Brothers of
Carbondale. Chris Wieber obtained the first of his breeding herd from
Campbell and several cows were bought by Earl Squires, nephew of Burnie
Butcher and shipped to Virginia when he and his family went there about

1924, These cattle were purchased from W. W. Williams.
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South of the logan patent were eighty acres set aside as a ranger station
for the U. S. Forest Service and south of that is the land patented by
John Herman on February 6, 1923. Next on the south are eighty acres
patented by George A. Hutchins January 13, 1920. Hutchins was a

former Forest Ranger on the Sopris National TForest and his wife was
Elizabeth a sister of John Herman. ihen they separted she resumed

the name of Randall, her first husband. Hutchins had originally patented
eighty acres lying along the Gunnison River south of Whitewater and he later
located and patented four hundred and eighty acres lying atop and south
of Flat Top Mountain and adjoining parts of the Shield 0 and J. E. Hunter
Ranches. South of the Hutchins - Randall eighty but not adjoining it are
a hundred and sixty acres first located by Fred Hutchins, a brother of
George. This entry was relinquished to Jacob W. Hatch and a patent to
him was granted July 16, 1926. This concludes the list of lands lying

along or adjacent to West Elk Creek.

A road branching from the Capitol Creek Road come-s two miles from Snowmass
Post Office turns west crosses the creek and leads to the Box L [;] ,

or Light Ranch. This ranch contains the Charles Jacobs entry described

as being the first location in the area: included are lands patented by
Fred Light and other acquired by he and his wife lMaggie over a period of
time in the mid 1880°'s and early 1890s. These lands are still in the
possession of members of the Light family. Ray or "Bub" is a son of

Leo Light and grandson of Ired and Maggie ILight. These lands lie along
East Sopris Creek and north of the Frank Ranch. Upstream from the Box L
and extending south for a mile or more is the place owned by Ray Light

but formerly the property of William Finley. The original patent to this
land was granted to Nellie [icClimont, a sister of Maggie Iight, on

July 25, 1892. The first land acquired by lir. Finley was a Public Trustees
Deed dated June 20, 1901. He at one time owned lands along East Sopris

Creek as far south as it was patented. Just south of the original
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Finley proverty is forty acres deeded to Harry Shuttleworth by Orville kib
on December 24, 1000, Adjoinine thiks and lvine south and west is the

land pateﬁted py #illiam Daucherty on “eptember 17, 1606, Up stream

from here perhaps a mile are one hundred acres patented on December 24, 1912
by William 17, Taft and soon acguired by Mnlev, Upgtream from this land

a half mile or more a basin or park opens in the Hast Sopris valley and

here are lands located by Charles lLawrence and Patented by John Jurick JR,

on June 12, 1925, 4 tract by miles and bounds located by Charleg Jones

and pstented by B. J, bruton Aucust 25, 1925, EHast and south of the

e
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entries by Zeorse HWendricks and Solon

£

Fruoton and Jurick lands were
Osrood., These were patented by Jennie Daugherty on June L, 1926 and

the Oscood entryv at a later date by Theodore H, Karpven, Peter and

Fulda Karpen varents of Theodore acquired the Eruton and Jurick properties
and later sold them to William Finley. He also later acquired the
Davsrheryv land., Some distance south and west of the Pruton entry are a
hundred and sixty acres to which patent was csranted to Alden Thomas Lewis,

a former professional hobo known locally ag "Shorty". This land was
reached by an old loepgins road leading thru the Mogan - Jewett - Hart
land, This Lewis entry lay within the Mational Forest Boundary and

wag transferred from Lewig to J., ¥. "Hod" Nicholson to Faul Kayv to I'red
Hart to Leo Lirht. Since it lay within the area of Leo's Forest Trazing
Permit it was chiefly useful to him and his son. They slso agquired and
crazed these other lands alongs Bast Sopris Creek formerly owned by Finley,
It ceems worthy of rnote that onlv the Lierht land and s small portion of
the Williams Fros, ranch and now owned by Helen O~den, dauvshter of

We W, Williams, are gtill held by descendants of the men and womer who
founded these ranches., "Bub" Lisht and his mother larv Zpperson, "Mamie"
Lisht remain locallv., Teorre Maurin and family reside on the old Sam
Watson place, but the orivinal John laurin homestead is part of the lands
owned by 3t. Benedicts. Chris wWieber came with the familv to the Capitol-

Lime Creek vallev on Aoril 3, 1910 and is the only other true old timer
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in the vallev. He and Anne and their son Wwalter with hisg wife, Joyce,

- s 1 ot e
and four of their sons live on the Eib place., ¢, C.¥Wieber, Crig® father
nousht this land Janvary 20, 1920 and Chris acquired title in 1929.

This place alone with the Child's property 1yin~ to the south, the liaurin

holdines, Licht and Frank properties and the lands owned by Harold Fabst

are the onlv workine ranches remainineg in the whole of this mavnificent

territorv.,

There are lands )lvine alons the Roarins Fork River both east and west
of the Snowmasge Post Office whose owners received mail at this office
and may be classfied as tributary to the Snowmass area. To the west in
the land now named "Lazv Glen®, a mobile home court situated alonw

k)

Hichway 22 about three fourths of a mile west of the Tnowmass F.0.

A bis lo=z house and a barn just east of this court were built by Alex

and TLouisa FElonez who acquired theilr holdines March 31, 1917, These
lands were vatented by Etienne Arlaney on June 273, 1892, karch 23, 1901,
and March 22, 190¢, &Etienne Arbanev was the father of Imery and Alex
Arbaney -~ Emerv livine for vears and farmins on lande east across the
Prvine Pan River from Basalt. Alex lived for many years on lands to be
decgeribed later and moved to the Carbondale area after sellins to Hli
Cerise, Most of the arable land on the Hionaz ranch is on the north side
of the Roarins Fork River and the oricsinal Arbanev buildincs were situated
in that location near the mouth of one of the draws openine out of the
red hills to the north., A cloudburst in the mid 1920s destroved these
buildinge and it was then that the Bionez Ffamily built anew slons the
Hishway 22, The o0ld road in this territory was alone the base of these

red hills and emersed from them to the Basalt School and cement bridse,

atill standing, where it entered the town itself.

fast, upstream on the Roaring Fork and on its north side are the landg

patented by John Wheatley on July 15, 1894 later transferred by him to



nis son, William, on February £, 1923 and by him to Laurent Arbarey on
Julv 2, 1930, The railroad sidins Bates and Stockyards and the old brick
gchool buildine of Digtrict 2, known locally as the wheatley Tchool are
located on thig provertyv, At the mouth of Wheatley “ulch on the wegst

end of thig land is the %Wheatley Family Cemetary. Continuing east are

Lo
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the lands oatented by Simon Wheatlev, brother of John, on June 30, 1355,

by Horace “avin on May 22, 1299, Sobin Ossood on lay 22, 1899, Os~ood
¢0ld to Mavin on December 12,1599 and “avin in turn deeded this entry to
J. N. Henry on Aoril 14, 1900 and sold his own patented land to Henry on
April 4, 1902, Charles Case patented 130 acres lyine on both sides of

the river also on WMay 22, 1899, further east and back Ffrom the river at
the mouth of Arbanevy “ulch are lands deeded by wWilliam Dobsen to alex
Arbaney on Janvary 12, 1909, lir, Arbanev later patented additional lands
and sold all of thesge to 11 Cerige on Januvarv 28, 1929, Tewt Henry had
s0ld hig holdince to ®li Cerise and Aler Fouenier gometime prior to 19173,
Fournier died soon after and &li Cerise acquired full title from Adrienne
Fouenier on February 24, 1917, Charles Case sold to Cerise on Auvu-ust 27,
1220. kr, Case had a larce patch of raspberries and when these where
ripe hougewives from Capitol Creek, “nowmass Creek & the Woodv Creek

area uged to drive a team and lioht waron often accompanied by their
families to this farm and picked the fruit. Fortunately lir, Case

didn't weirh 1ittle bovs & ecirls in and out on these occassions charsing
only for the berries in the various buckets and pans in which the ladies
and their helvers (7) =athered them,

Upstream and astride of the Roarins Fork is the land owned by Con Fhillips
This was patented by Joseph Diernoz on Februsry 21, 1923 and acquired by

Phillips from k., L. Paice of Aspen Cctober 13, 1941, These lands are

C A
now occupied bv the Phillips Cablng & mobile home court,




Tn more recent years John 1, and acnes Jurick liclaren acquired a tract

of land from the 13 Cerise familyv alons Hirhway 22 perhaps a mile east
of the store and post office and built thelr home and lived there; Avnes

was Postmistress at Showmass from 1949 to 1955. This tract was acquired

CLD

Ausuvst 30, 1949,
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The search for native hay meadows havine been the primary incentive to
settle the lands it was only natural that the earlyv settlers heared their
overations to the supnlvine of feed, both hay and erain, vrincipally

oats for the horses and mules used by the freichters to supply the minine
resions, both local and more distant such ag Leadville with food, machinery
powder and all of the other necessities of life. They also turned to

the raigine of horses for sale to freishters and loscvers and to supply
thelir own and neicshbtors needg for their operations, keat bheinc a prime
requigite of life too they bheran to raise cattle, Harly ranchers who
ensared in these operations were Fred Li~ht, John R, ¥Williams, Zoram

.y

& white, Reese and L. R, Tucker, Yenry .STaats the Farmon brothers,

Terbert and Amos and later the people who followed adopted the same methods,
Some also raised a few hors, milked cows and churned hutter and made

weeklyv or Dbiweekly tripe to Aspen with butter, es~s in season, and both
beef and pork. “ome of these products were sold to ~rocers and markets,
others sold directly to private customers, It was a lone zand arduous

trip by sprine wasron or licht sleich pulled by a team of horses and g
distance of forty miles or more plus the route in Aspen was covered and

.

if made in one dayv it entailed an early start and a late finish,

ffuch of the hay not consumed by the owners stock, also the bulk of the
oats produced were sold., The hay baled and oats bacred were hauled to
the Colorado lMidland at “nowmass or the D. &, R, 7%, at Rose situated

north across the Roarins Fork from Snowmass asnd from these went to

merket. S0Me of these products were of course hauled into Agpen but the
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hisrest part of that market was filled from the Brush Creek valley and
places nearer the town, Tesdville with its sreat numbers of teams hauline

ore from its mines to the smelters was one of the principal markets for

thoge oroducts,

Fecinnine about 1912 a demand for potatoes spurred the nroduction of

vast quantities of "spuds" in the entire Roarins Fork Valley and its tri-
butaries, Potatoes raised in the Snowmass and Capitol Creek areas were
c00d but not up to the quality of the tubers produced principally on

the north gides of the Roarings Fork where the soil was more sandy and
hetter drained. This was especially true of the spuds produced on the

red soil running east from Rasalt toward Woody Creek extendin~o thru a

part of the Alex Arbanev land, In later vears these red soll spuds
brousht from 25¢ to 50 or &0 more per hundred than did those produced

in other areas snd this spread in price assured the few producers of

the red soll variety a pnrofit while the others were often lucky to

break even on production costg, The bis boom in this potato production
continued durin~ the years of World War 1 and up until asbout 1921,

ATter that it was & hit and misg affair with a ~ood price and demand occur-
ing about everv third vear, Panv of the smaller ranches began to fail
atout thig time and the production of livestock became more and more vital

to a continuing and sucegsfull ranching operation, Where the raisin.

of ore or two car loads of potatoegs had assured a man and his family of
g living thig now was no lonrer true. Jlany turned to the milkinc of

cows and sale of cream to creameries ags far distant as Leatrice, Mebraska
for thelr livelihood or a big supplement to other sources, Cream was ship-
ped in five and ten callon cans from Rose to outlets from Carbondale

and “lenwood “orinss to Mebraska, These cans were transported to the
railroad by various modes of transportation rancin-s from a ssddle horse

or vack animal, a waron or gled in winter to the zutomobile and the

[P 4 . W P o ..
'‘Cream Checks" which arrived by mail were a sreat source of vprovidine
\ ; . X X idine



the recessities of 1ife many of which could not be produced in these hi =~

valleys,

The advent of the automobile and truck destroved the market for baled hay

nd oats to a larse degree and also sharply curtalled the demand for

a
draft horseg thus shuttine of f another gource of revenue for manv, Too

the cattle market slumped badly about the same time the demand for potatoes
declined and hard times for many ensued from this also., “heep had not

been produced in larve numbers in these vallevs and aside from a flock
owned by “idand "Jouce" Cookman which may have run as hich as three

hundred breedin~ ewes and later a flock of altout the same size owned by

ide from a small farm flock

(2]

Albert laurin were the onlv herds in the area as
owned by C, C, Wieber on Capitol Creek and another by Fred and Jennie
Popish on Wildcat. For A number of vears larrce flocks of sheep had been
pastured on Forest Hervice Lands hish in the Fryins Pan watershed but it
wasn't until the vears followins Viorld War I that these flocks which
wintered on the Public Domain in the extreme Western Colorado and the
fiastern Utah Desert bersan overating in the upper Roarins Fork area and

in the Snowmass Creek drainare. The LaSal Land and Livestock Company was

owned by the Redd family and headquartered at LaSal, Utah: in earlier vears

the “imos lr. Redd bhad ~razed several herds of sheep ir the Zellars -
Iranhoe area hicsh in the Frwine Pan drainace: after the demise of the

o

Colorado Kidland Pailroad this area was so remote that it was no lonrer

I

eaglly reached and these gheep were sent to Torest aAllotsments in the
“nowmags watershed, I'ollowine the older v, Redd's passin~ the overall
manasement of these operations was handled bv one of hig sons, Charles
Redd who became a well known fisure in the Snowmass - Wildecat area, and
later was President of Mational Woolsrowers and known egually well in
Foston, the chief wool market and in Washineotorn D. C. ‘ihen Forest Service

Rerulations recardine the crazing of livestock on their lands were amend-

ed to reoguire the ownerchip of "Commensurate Frovertyv" as g prerequisite
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to asecurine a orasine permit Charles Redd purchased the property on Wila
Cat owned by M, T, & Ketie licKenzie Carroll and James lMceRkenzie These

lands were used ag lambine crounds and holdins areas for the bands of

awes and lambs until the Forest Tands permitted entry usvally about June 16

and later to June 20th or July lst, After a summer of srazins in the hioh

alpine areas of Fast & Weet Snowmass, Willow Creek, and the main Snowmass

these bande were returned to Wild Cat, the lambs shipped east to market

v

1

and the ewes after a short period were refurned to the Desert,

The
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shecp were unloaded in Fayv at Bates Spur near the old wheatley 3chool and

&

shipned out in late Teptember or up until mid-October from the samne

stockyards LaSal, the Redd Headguarters is located south of loab, Utah,

[

By tensive operations in both sheep and cattle were carried on from there
well sg banking and mercantile enterprise and an avtomobile arency,
Charlee Redd later acquired the “heild O lands as well as a fract or

two on “nowmass Creek adjoinine the Wild Cat lands,

The Mational Holdine Companv, a subsidary of the

Price, Utah were also active in the area - they acquired the old Henry Staats
lands on Lime Creek, now the gite of 5t, Penecdict's Fonastery and used
AL

thisg as g lambine sround with leases from nearbs tracts for a band of

gsheep., Thev also owned the lands alons lar Creek where the Hishland

tad
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is headguartered and other properties on tunter Creek northeasst
of Aspent Three bands of sheen owned by this company and leased to the
Cruetchet Brothers, Jack, Pete, and larten were shipped to were shipped

to either Fates or Agoven in Kay after shearines and lambed on these places,

o
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srazed in Lincoln “ulch and the “rizzlv area on the upper Hoarine Fork

and returned to Cigco or Thomnson Zprines, Utah for winterin: on the desert,
Later National Holdins Co., s0ld the Lime Creek and Faroon Creek ranches to
Y Be Mecham and “ong of Fankeville, Utah who had operated for vears as
“Tramp “heepmen" srazine their herde on Public Land wherever available,

They in turn sold the Lime Creek band to ¥, T. Lemoy and he to the Konastry,
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About 1924 charles Tavin was operatine the 1and where Holiday Inn and
the Futtermillk “ki Tow are situated - the ranch buildines were located

bE AN

on the north side of Fishwav 22 near the present Tennis Courts, “avin

o mop of Horace “avin pioneer rancher & horseman secured a nermlt for a
band of sheep on “mussler Mountain and from here evpanded his operations
eventually owning the Browster holdincs on Snowmass Creek which included

the Alex lcKenzie, Iidwin Powell, and licLachlan patents.

A. B. Dudlev had come from the upper reaches of the Shenandoah Valley

near “taunton in Viresinia and leaged the Thuttleworth Jland on West hllk,

in 1924, Ye coon acquired a small herd of sheep which he ~razed on

these lands and later traded these animals to W, W, Williams for the pure-
bred Thorthorne, the descendants of the herd brousht from eastern Colorado

v

his permit to craze
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Campbell, Williams in turn rell
cattle on Forest lands and in return received a permit to run a herd of
one thousand sheen in the Williane Iske basin and in Jimny Creek, NMaurin
and Cherokee, (Charitv) Basing and the very head of Cavitol Creek, In
addition to his land alons Capitol Creek and West 1k he purchased the
Jacob Hateh natent and uvsed this as a holding area before movins on to the
Forest, Hisg brothers John M, and HerryC, Williame followed his lead in

£

Tor o gl

exchansine their cattle permit
Creeks, This wag done a vear or two after ¥, ¥, Williams set the precedent,
probably in 1929, At this time slso Fred Hart, Albert Faurin, and Psul

fay exchanced their cattle permits Tor allotments on Avalanche Creek., This
beautifuvl stream has its orisin in Avalanche Lake at the base of Capitol
Peak on ite northwest shoulder and flows north and a bit west to the base
of “opris Feak on the peaks west side where Avalanche flows into the
Crvstal RPiver, Very little land was ever vpatented in this valley and no
farmine or allied operations were ever developed, These bands of sheep
were crosged over the ton of that spur of Ilk ountaing runrine northwest

from Capitol Peak and endins in kt., Sopris, This valley was almost virsin

heen permit on West Snowmass and Copper
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when onened for these sheep permlts havine been firat visited by the
Havden Survevine Partv in 1873-74 and only visited by a few prospectors
and an occassgional huntines party later. Land had heen located at Dooley
Park about midway hetween the mouth of the creek and Avalanche Lake
but never patented tho the remains of an old cabin were there and traces
of an old diteh could be found. A man named Clark Bdward had a location
south of Bulldos Creek and site of the present upper Forest Campsround
and other lands nearer the mouth of the creek were patented but never
developed and later reacquired by the Forest Service, Ralph Leonhardy
and Hreeman James, vouns residents of the Carbondale area tullt a cabin
at Doolev Park in October 1931 and later in company with Zwart Jacobs,

a cowboy and one time rider for the box L occupied this cabin durine the
winter of 1931-32 trappine marten and leavine in barch when the danser
of snow slides became seriovs. In the ensuing vears Fred Hart and his
song and herders used 1t as a temporarv base for a camp while in the

area and to store salt.

Foward “helhanser first leased and later bourht the lands patented by
Amos Harmon, Burnie Dutcher, and 0, L, MeCartney and he too went into
the raisging of sheep and crazing of them orn Forest Landg, nly Charles
“avin of the local ranchers wintered his sheep on the desert as did the

7

Redd and Mational Holdine Companve. The other ranchers wintered on their

own lands or where they purchaged additional hav and pagsture to supple-

ment their suovlies,

Later the W, W. Williame on Capitol Creek snd the “huttleworth - Lrown

and John Wileon holdincs on Weet 51k and iact Sopris, and the 3, ¢,

Louderback ranch on Wildeat were acquired by J. Burton Tuttle, a Utah
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Theepman and Trand Junction recident = the Williams trothers land in

4

the main by Harold Pabst, the Redd holdincs and these of “avin by David,
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errv, and Jan Chrisgtansen, Yo T. Lamov and Jons acqgulred first the
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ored Hart oroperties and later acquired the old Staats lands, the C, U,

¢

Wieben place and the adjoine Amos Harmon and Hyrup ranches and sold

o

511 of these lands to 3t., Benedicts, The lands acquired by Shelhamer
~lao were boucht up and incorporated into the onagstery lands as were
5 half section patented by Jesse Staton which lied north of the Ltaats

Ch
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Tn vetrospect it can only be imasined what hard unremitting toll went

fnte the clearin of much of these lands and the laying out and construction

4

of the ditches which conveved the essential water, Where Sasebrush was
the prevailine cover it could be killed bv waterins and the dead brush
cleared by dra~cins but on the lands covered by Jackoah, Chokecherry, and
Serviceberry bushes these had to be srubbed by hand with a srubbins

hoe. TLandse bearins Aspen were cleared by cuttine the trees and pullinc
or svubbins the stumps. There were algo areas covered with =sreat
quanties of rocks of all sized - the smaller stones were sathered on

astoneboats or drars and thrown into piless the bic boulders had to be

blagted and the nieces then hauled away with the smaller rocks, HRoads

and fences had to be constructed and this also was mainly achieved by manual
labor. Durable fence vosts were mainly of scrub cedar or pinion secured
from the Lisht and Williame Hills and the Red Hills north of the Roaring
Fork River, ¥here available gome extra larse Jackoak were used, Agpe

were used but soon rolled out and were considered only for temporary

use., Roadg were laild out and linked the valleys torether but were almost

fte

impagsable in soring when the snow melted and frost came out of the sround,

Thege roads were moved from time to time until the present ones were

.

established and cradually improved. The County Commissioners appointed

a local rancher as Road Overceer in a speciflied area and furnished. a

srader to gsmooth the gorine ruts and clesr ditches for drainaze on hhe

roadside, These sraders were pulled by four horses snd a two man crew was

required - one ag driver and the other to manivulate the lar-er &ear which

,,,,, 4
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raiced and lowered the blade and the levers which adjusted the ansle

°

and sethtine of the hlade, In theearly and mid 1920s when auvtomobiles
oz LI b d I WO VN S 4 oS Al P g .
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were comins into more common use it was ap estahlished practice on
tapiton Creek and the connectine areas for the men to set aside three

or Ffour davs, usually before hayine besan, to vprrade and  imoprove a certaln
cection of road, DIis rocks in the center or close beside the road were

L1 asted, drainsce was improved and in some cases curves were stralcshtened
and dips elimabed; W, W, Williams, Charlesg Hart, and later Charles

“ates and Clarence Reed were Road Overseers, no doubt others preceded

them,

Ranch houses, barns, and sheds and corrals were first constructed of
locs and voles cut and hauled from the nearby mountains with their
Sppruce Forests, Very few of these orisinal bulldincs now stand -
evceptions are the old log houge on the Tormer Williams Lros., property
alone Triownass Creek about two miles couth and east of the Poat office
and the Finlev home on Hast Sopris Creek some half mile upstream from
the box L ranch, Pew frame homes still standine were built by Fred Lisht
on the Zox L and Sam Watson on the property now owned by T“eorze Lkaurin
and by =, C. Lowderback on Wild Cat. Charles Hart had a brick home

congtructed about 1907 and later a hiz red barn was built on the bank

aboe Capltol Creek. These buildincsg are now uvsed as a uest House and

1

a bharn and shop by the Wonasterv, The brick home was vsed as the
Fonaatery prior to the erection of its own new gtructure. Chris and

drne Wieben have a new home as do

-

e thelr gon on theri property and the
Childs and Frank ranches have new homesg on them, lanvy of theold oricinal

structures were destroved by fire.= the latest one beins the old =dwin

Fowell pdlace on Snowmass,., Ahout 1910 a modern home was bullt on the old
Michael PFarron patent by Suean and Sarry Shuttleworth and her father

Dr. James A, ¥Wilson a retired ohyeiclan and a former native of Vir-inia

and lone time resident of Fissouri, This besutiful frame structure

O



was destroved by fire in the early 1930g and replaced by a small loc¢

structure occuvied for several vears by John Wilson a nephew of lirsg,

Shuttieworth, later lirg. ~. B. Erown of Aspen,

Houses ralsed in these were of several gstraing but preferences

ot
s

for draft stock went to the Fercheron breed Thege were spirited animals

n thdr movements and well sulted for weneral ranch work and could

i"‘
;_..-
1de

qu

move risht alons when hitched to licht warsons or sleds on trips to and

from town. The prevaillin~ color was black or dark brown tho occassional

srey or bay animals resulted. These animals weiohted from 1450 to 1700
pounds and were smaller and moved at a more rapid zalt than the more
ponderous EBel~ian breed introduced and bred by J, D, Hrunton on his “len=
dale “tock Farm, Three outgtanding stalliong were Jericho, owned by
Charles Hart, Pilrate by a company of ranchers bhut stood at the W, W,
Williams place, and Brilliant owned and used in stud by James helly

of Aspen whose custom 1t wag to travel to the various parts of this ares
drivines this Thorse and s lar~e pinto hitched to a lirht wacon, Kelly,
sometimes referred to as "Horse Thief" frequently led other of his

animals for he was a horse trader and at one time had quite a herd of

T

various gexes and age runnine free in the public domzin areas

=
<
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of Wild Cat, He wsa not alwav

1

s a welcome suest in the homes and st

"

the tables of the wvarious ranches he visited on his travels fTor his

perzon and clothes were often in need of ~enerovs apoplicatios of =oap
and water He wag an avid reader and could frequently be seen readin: a
book or periodical with the reins wrapped around a les or the brake s

L.

while hisg team moved alons at a leisurely oait,

A principal sovrece of ridine stock was the animals raised by TFred Licht

Q

and later hisg sons, Leo and fred Jr, called fritzn, on the Fox I and

which ranced on their lands on Lisht Hill and adjoinines public domain,

m - - et PR S o+ q - . . . -
Mese were horses weleshine from 900 to 1200 pounds, acile, intellir~ent
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and when trained ercellent work i

ioug hreeds and later vears

with the brood mares,

Paul and his wife Louilsa

o
Kav

fine ridins stock on their place
This was done alons with thelr

a3

“wife preferrins to work o

houge

and handler of ranch wo-rk anima

T™e first herds of ranve cattle

soo0d Hereford PFulls bhevan to be

ranchergs uged “horthorn sires

spccessors, The Herefords

but the Shorthorns were larver

@

aame price per head. he

Lowderback ran the larser herds

rence sheed were principally

L

5

Columbia for a ~ood producti

o

fampshire or “uffolk rams, ~ood

recultin> lambs were of

herds ~razins on the hiesh mounta

border zouth to MNew lewico on F

the markete in Denver, Omaha,

arkets thev were ghivped to the

for aslaushter and did not loose

were a minimum of small or

require more time and concentrat

late April and thruout Fav came

October weishins about 80 pounds

nw-

o

bou#

fr
comma,

1O

excellent meat quality,

Hor

an

feeder

¢ yroncos were of var-

cow hore@. hese

sn atallions were introduced and ranzed

ian etallion and oroduced gome

an atbl

now the Child property in

sheen operationz. Lousia

uteide and was an accompl

1le and absolutely wihout

ok

WO“OVSCWlﬂL

were ot animals but after 1900

ot
e
i)

(

introduced and later many of

herd and that of hi

o3

om the Campbell

nded a sliohtly hisher price nound

[9)]

per

4

that both tvpes brouvht about the

Williams Iroe., W, W, Willlams and

thru the vears

o)

Ramboulllet ewes or a2 cross of this

on of wonl, Thege ewes were bred to

meat producerse but wesnk on wool, and the

iy

The lambs produced in the

ya

ing of central Colorado from the #dyomines

est Lands were assured of top orice in

°

d Kansas Citv for after sales in these

bast Coast, nrinc

P

ipal demand was there,

their “"bloom™ Lity enroute. There

L._.I

or

i~y

Jambs locks which would

ed feed for finishin~., Lambs born in

off the hi~h pastures in early or mid -

1, 3

gverase Dery neal.



The who resided in these areas had a

veople

most cases lived and ranched on their lands

The oldest regident famlilies were of course

Next probably were the Kinnevs, Maurins, and N,J.

Hart heran his operationsg in 1897 and these

thru . The McKenzies too remalned in the

ral

Hunter and Catherine Lindvis, After

JEN

«01ld their lands a succession of renters, tenants

came +to the valleyv and two of thege remained for

of time, Pirgt was C. C, Wieben, father of Chri

x_)’

came in 1910, he purchased the ranch upstream Irom

r G

from Femper Dunlap and Charles Tates and

Tucker landg, thev were followed by Ludwis

-

turn by J. C, Carpenter and his family,

bride., Schinkel bourht the

]

Carpenter leased the John 5. Stewart place

and then for vears worked for Williams Pros, He

rider for the Castle Creeck Pool livine on thelr

a.djoinine the Ilk Fountain later inherited

.

Ranch,

and returned to his native and lived his

Kentucky

“ates was on the land MofFan and farmed

patented by

herd of cows before the decline in the vo

ceneral forced him out. Clavg Wieben carried on

111 health overcame hi 5, Wliehen and a

L1 L2

attempted to carry on but it was too much and they

move, As mentioned previously Orvill Eib and Tideon

£

vaan-uvard of a number of wvouns men who came to the

prominent amone them were Turnie mutcher, hile ned

§

vented from William Finley, Fred Hart, albert

Williams Pros, Hig chief

U2

Cron was

of

Schinkel

&

tato market
his

vounger

Jone

chts

continued
Snownass

Hernry

who with
the

family moved

followed by

property dirvectly

upper

and

daurht

too

ares from

faurin,

Jacobason,

.

IJ L]

considerable

to

and

south of the
upgtream

later worked

11}

subs

remainin:s

and

operations

Cookman

ohew o
Ha vy

el y >

potatoes

tability and in

continuous
Lama®,

Willi

and
hc@ vb' &8
n the family

- Wild Cat area

and rlla
Re Tucker,
periods
his family
Hart oroperty

the Stasts -
family, and
eorce Tisler
from
a8 &
Cow

Canp"

tantial for tnn@

vears there,

milked a larse

prices in

until

ter and son

forced to

Ware
were the
dest

rl Sguires who
huttleworth

and about 1924

Stasats

they

Staats

Snowmasa
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he left for Virsinia and lands purchased there, His brother in law

Cam Squires worked for several vearse for Fred Yart, leased the old Amos
Harmon landg from W, ., Outcalt who with his family had farmed these for
several vears before declining prices forced them to move, Cam later
Lourht the land direct gouth of the Staats landg, In 1929 he and Anna

r of Certrude Kay and niece of Paul and Ludwieo Kay

Fay - eranddausht

{a

were married. Poor vrices and insufficient livestock doomed this venture

also. Thev later rented from William Finlev and Fred Hart then moved
to the “atank area near Carbondale and are now yvear round residents of
"The Valley of the Sun' in Arizona. Another family regident off and on
for several vears were the W, D, Scotts., He first leased the “tasats -

Tucker landsg then followed harl Sguires at Williams bros, They went to

P

the Pifle area for a time then returned to Capitol Creck after purchasin:
the C, C, Wieben place, After sales of thelrs they returned to Rifle

Tor several vears he and krs, Scott conducted a dairy and a restau-
rent - he also served ag a County Commisgioner in “arfield County and is
now livings in “lenwood Sprincs near a dasushter and son, Frs, “cott having
posged on., He is “coteh by birth and she was fnolish, Fia easy rly life
was in the U. O, wag in Idaho and lontana where he worked for the Laidlow

)

and lrochie “heep Company,

On Febrvary 92,1912 Farcus and Christine Kards who had been in the ares
for a rnumber of vears sold the ranch lvins bteneath the bi~ =lide on +he
north side of Flat Top Mountain to Oscar Schellenhers and Alfred Nt
“chellenber~ purchaged itz interest on Narch 19, 1915, TPreviously he
and Dorsa Karde were married and about 1624 they sold and boved to Denver
where %“chellenbers arain enraced in Trock farmine in the Valverde area
neay the Zouth Platte River., He had rrown up in this tvpe of farmine
these and Tallins votato prices and the need for schoole above the ~rade

level for a srowine familv promvited thie move,
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The Micholeon familv left in the 19208 ag The Darents passeo o0 the younser

bove sourht other employment,

fred Fart and olla Colbyv, niece of Illa Staats, Columbia, Herbert, and
Amos Harmon were married in 1904, Thev ranched in the Capitol Creek
valley from then until 190l with the exception of the yesrs 1911 and

1912 when he served asg assessor of Pitkin County and they lived in Aspen,
Failine health caused him to trade his band of sheep to “erbsz Brothers
of “erhagdale, formerly Watson, for thelr cattle and to lease the ranches
to a con William and Cam “quire., The Harts sold to W. 5. Lamoy in 1947
and moved to “rand Junction residine there until 1943 when he passed on,
®lla Hart, now ninety one, is presently living with her dauvchter snd son
in law, “ladvece and Jdeng Christiansen near Aspen., “he alons with Susan
Prown, ninety five, in Denver, Clementine Arbaney, the former Clementine
Valomi, widow of Alex Arbaney now rinetv three and livins in Carbondale

and Kstlie Carroll also 91 and livine near Silt with her daucshter [ildred

Roberts are the oldest survivine former residents of this area,

Others 1living for a lon~s period in the Capitol Creek valleyv were ‘ertrude
¥ay and her sors Paul and Ludwie, Hdwin Redmond came as a cowboy and

brone rider to the Fox I, in the early 1920s, ILater he and karsaret Wieben,

¥

daushter of the C, C, Wiebens and sister of Chris were married, They

ranched at varioug times on the Outealt nlace, Amos Harmon Patent, Hohan

o

“iebeh formerly the home of John Jurick Sr, and family and for a mumber

of vears Ed, rode for the Capitol Creek cattle vermitees on Forest Lands

in that drainare arean.

S, L, Ifelinley came to the MeCartney Vesa in the mid 1920s with his two

o i B -
Sy !

small daushters Helen and Vesta, Thev cleared and reclaimed the old los

buildines and finally built a new lo- home where the ~irls, left mother-

lese at a very early ave, orew to be voun—- ladies, married and left Ffor

other homes,
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The family of John B, and Celis Williams consisted of sonsg John M, and

3

Jack TLouchran, and twing Harry and Zmma,

William, dauvchter Mary,
five, ©, C., Pradshaw, they beins the first twins born in Aspen., HNary had
one son William Lourhran, now residins in Denver, rimma's one daushter
Rruth,lr, Bissell of Pueblo, Colo, and Will Williams a daurhter lelen
Ocden now in Oklahoma, Will's first wifedied when Helern was quite small
and he then married Florence lellor, second daushter of the Joe lellors

of Aspen. Joe Fellor and his brother John bein~ the founders and proprie-

Lu

tors of the Foundry there. Tater Harry Willi and Clara Mellors younser
sister of Florence were married and lived on the wWilliams Bros, ranch
until theri pasgine, Hmma Fradehaw was the lone time Postmistress and

proprietor of the gendral store at Snowmass havine acguired this proverty

ot
S
It

from John Henry Stewart. FMary Loushran and her hugband lived in Crip
Creek for many yvears, Theyv purchagsed the John S, Stewart and Hucgh

Stewart lands coming there to live about the end of World War I. e pag=-

sed orn while still livine on the rarch after which ghe sold and moved to

.

Aspen when ghe lived until her passine. Emma also moved to the old
Williams home in Aspen and lived her remainine vears there, VFohn, Will,
and Farrv all lived ovt ther lives on the ranches,

“eorse Dudleyv, a brother of A, F®. Dudlev, and his wife leased the e

i

Lore
and ran it and the post office for a number of years in the late 1920«
and early 30s, They were followed by a succession of veople in this

location after they gold the stock of merchandise and moved to Carbondale,

The b, ¥, Chisholm familyv consistine of D, ¥, his wife Armie, daushter of

T ] S v P N ¢ \ 4 £ o oy S o % T oy Ty . .

the John =, Stewarts and their family, sons Ttuart, Harry, and twing

Hush oarnd Hubert, and 4 ter the R . i : ols LoTIe 6 i ve
1noand dabert, and daushtem pthel, Katherine, 4lma, and A-nes live

upgtream from Williams Fros, Only Alma Feck and Hugh remaln leocallwy

in Asper, Stuart and Harry have passed on, Hthel Fosher lives in Californi

Salem, Oreron, = Arnes Uiesing in Vi

e
—
=
N
&
ja¥]
jon

Fatherine Carroll in




tubert divides hig time hetween Asven and Illinois,

6

Upstream from Chisholm were Joseph Letey his wife and song Ben and “eorve,

“eor~e married Frmie Cerise, dsushter of the Cerises and they and

e

Fen reaide near “lenwood Sprii further upstream were 3, C, Huflf and

("

wife, son Rover and daushter Dorthy. The =, O, Lowderbacks were the first
place on lower Wild Cat. Ve has passed away but lirs, Lowderback and

son Bd live in Lafsvette, Colo. and Taymond at Woody Creek,

On kast Sopris in addition to the Lights and #illiam Finley other lone
time residents were William Daucherty and family., Amone these were son
Dormare and daveshter Jane and her husband Spencer Lawrence and thelr
family., Solon Osvood too was in the voper East Sopris Creek basin for
many years, The Li~ht family consisted of IFred Livht and wife Marpie,
daurhters Iffie, Zdith, Velen, and Mildred or "BHabe", Song lLeo, Ray,
Fred Jr., "Ifritz" and Howard., Only HEdith and Mildred are still livine,
Pay wag killed by lishitnine on the porch of the family home on the Box
mffie became lrs, Robert 2, Killev, for many vears County Treasurer,
were married and resided in Denver where they ran a Pharmecy, Mildred
became NMrs, Yowe Thayer and both she and &dith now live in California.

Leo's widow Famie lives on in the old familyv home and “av thelr son

on the former William Finley pnlace,

The Jonhn Jurick family consisted of v, Jurick, his wife Theresa, sons

R

John Jr., Yictor, and Tony and dauchters Victoria, Mary,

and Marsaret,
John Jr. and Victor are both deads Tony and wife regide in “rand Junction,

Victorla “irola in California, Fary Fhillipoff in Florida and lar-aret

.

untinston in Denver,

he Famil f Fred - 1la He =R Ao 1 Wi
The Tamily of Ffred and Zlla Yart consisted of song Charles ., wWilliam,

B . Tred o At b 1 ) o a - C
ovy I'red Jr. and dau-hter “ladyce, Charles and wife Christine ircoksen

et
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lived for vears in lLaramie, Wyo, and now regée in Denver, William and
Charlés (Roberts) in Grand Junction: Roy and Marjorie (Roberts) in
Seattle, Washington and)”ladyce Christiansen and husband JensfAon the
site of the “lendale Stock Farm west of Aspen, Fred Jr. baby of the family

passed away in Salt Lake City in 1953 and is buried in Grand Junction, where

he and his wife Wilma (ILuster) resided followinz their marriace.

The C, C, Wieben family consisted of soms Chris, Walter, and Claude;
dauchters Marcaret and Certrude, twins, and Elsie, All are gone except
Chris and Elsie Smith, He is still living with his wife of fifty years
Anne (Devine) in theold Neighborhood and Elsie in California, The family
of John and Mary McCabe were Joseph, Mary, James, John Jr., Alice, and
Francis., Joe is living on the “eorge Maurin place on Capitol Creek,

Mary and Alice married brothers John, and I believe, Tom Flynn of the
Rifle area. John Jr, and wife Nettie (Artaz) reside near Carbondale

on the former Sweet Seed Farm where he is in charszse of cattle operations,

and Francis is a Dentist in Denver and prominent in Marathon racin- circles.

This concludes the &ta except for school info. Hope to zet this later

and write further on that phase of the area.

(Extra notations on separate sheet of paper - P.7.)

William & Alice Nicholson were parents of a larser family consistinc of

J. H., (Ved), Fay, James, Katie, Clarence, ‘eorce, John, and Clifford,
Katie married Orville Eib and they moved form the place where Chris Wieben
has lived for so many years to West Virecinia, his native state., All of

these peovnle are dead,

Charles & Minnie Gates too had a larse family consistine of dauzhters

Blena, Luella, Mattie, Clarice and Doris and son Jrl. Jrl & Mattie
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Jenkinson are deceased: Polena Nicholson, widow of "Hod" lives in Aspen,
Luella Proctor, formerly Goodier in Denver, Clarice Reid in Phippsbure,

Colo. and Doris Heuschkel on the Crystal River near Carbondale, Colo.

Others who resided for a number of years in the area were the Lud@iz
Schinkel and T, C, Carpenter families. In the Schinkel family was
dau~hters Louisa, Bbrsa, and Alma and son Karl, Louisa married first
Tvudwie Kay & later Pul Kay. The others long azo left the area and nothing
is known of them. T. C., or "Bill" Carpenter had three sons, Ishmail,
Mark, and Leonard. Nothing is known of these people exxcept T, C, himself.
For vears he worked for Williams Bros., later rode in the summers for the
Castle Creek Cattle Pool 1livinz at the Upper Camp below Ashcroft and
returnine to his native Kentucky in the winters. He became quite wealthy
late in his life thru an inheritance from a brother who had micrated to
Cinncinnati, Ohio and thru a life of frucality and stickino to the job
and livine in a furnished room accumulated stocks which over the years
orew in value into a very larce estate. "Bill" as he was cenerally known

lived out his last years in Kentucky.

Albert & Lily NMaurin had three sons, ‘eorze, Edward, and Albert Jr. "Pat",
lirs, Maurin is livine in Crand Junction as is Edward "Ted" while Ceorge
and his wife reside on the former Sam Watson property on Capitol Creek
and "Pat" has been in California for many years. The oricinal lasurin
Family consisted of John Maurin, his wife and sons Aucust, Henry, Albert,
Edward, and ﬂghn Jr. and dauchters Bertha Cagnon and May Buffinston,

These are all deceased - Sylvia, lrs. John g@u and their son Kenneth

live in Aspen,




