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PFiE7ACE 

Seventy-six years ago the Wheeler Opera House was a sy~bol of 

the prestige and culture of the silver mining town of Aspen, Color~do. 

Somehow theatrical historians have overlooked the little theater 

twice ravaged by fire that spared enough attic space for pigeons to nest. 

Since restoration in its Victorian style, artists of world renown and 

some of tomorrow's great musicians appear there. 

From 1950 through 1954, the writer lived in Aspen when famous 

musicians were performing at summer festivals, and professional skiers 

were helping develop a winter ski resort. Proud pioneers, dwelling in 

the glorious past and probably a little intolerant of the 1950 ad 'lar,r;es J 

told stories of Aspen's late nineteenth century wealth from the silver 

mines, progressiveness and culture. After hearing these tales, an idea 

developed that a history of the Wheeler Opera House should reflect that 

sterling silver life, and, if it did, the findings should be organized 

in a tangible form that they might be preserved. 

The original purpose of the study was to seek out facts about 

the or:gin of the opera house, its ~anagers, entertai~nents by companies 

of performers, and its audiences from 1889 tr~ough early 1894, because 

that period included the.beginning of the house and the time when there 

was greatest theatrical entertainment in it. Analysis revealed that 

significant material concerning the management of the house suggested a 

care1ul examination of the procedures employed in its operation. These 
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procedures could not be studied without considering all the related 

elements of the theater. Therefore, this thesis emphasizes management 

of the Wheeler as a theater and includes historical background of Aspen, 

the physical theater, audiences, perrorw1nces, performers, and companies. 

Since the approach to the study is through the theater, a communication 

media, this thesis belongs in the field of theater. 

Value or this research lies in the contribution it should make to 

theater history of Colora.do. It offers a compilation and preservation 

of significant materials concerning management and theatrical activity 

of one opera house in an isolated Rocky Mountain town where fabulous 

riches poured from its silver mines until they were shut down because 

of the decline of silver prices and the Panic of 1893. Perhaps this 

work will be an aid to other theatrical studies of this period and region. 

Ber'ore considering this history, use of the word "theater" should 

be di3cusded. In the l6H0 1 s an o0era house was built, but not especially 

for opera; it was used for many kinds of theatrical productions. Hence, 

it was a theater. The second interpretation of "theater" refers to any 

and all entertainments presented in a theater but not limited to liter­

ature of the theater. In the case of the Wheeler, it includes every 

kind of entertainment presented, from serious drama and comic opera on 

11down" to boxin5 exhibitions and appearances of spiritualists. In fact, 

it referred to any attraction that appeared on the stage at the Wheeler -­

even midget shows. 

The manner in ~o~hicb the 11lheeler was operated depended upon the 

events and circumstances as they happened, so chronological order is 

employed in this history to sho~o~ how they affected its operation. Some 

deviation from this order occurs when other order or placement of 
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material helps to focus attention on the management, The introductory 

chapter provides Aspen history to show what position the opera house 

held in the town's development. Chapter II follows with construction 

of the building to its completion and the grand opening. The managers, 

in order of their appointments to the house managership, are treated in 

Chapter III. Chapter IV presents a change of chronological order. The 

audiences are considered first because it is for them that the theater 

and performan~es were created. The kinds of performances·they saw are 

described next. Following this, leading performers are presented in 
I 

chronological order of their appearance. Because the companies are 

least related to management of the house, they are considered in the 

last chapter. 

If this history of the wneeler Opera House is to be significant 

to the student of theater, the forces that produced the house must be 

considere~. The discovery of silver and its production in Aspen were 

closely related to the being of the opera house, so the first chapter, 

"Handsomest Mining Town in the Rocky Mountains," presents a brief history 

of the town from its beginning through early 1894. In it, early theaters 

and the influence of Jerome B. 1tlheeler on the economic and social devel-

opment of Aspen are stressed. In one way, the little town was like other 

new ones founded by America's growing pof.Julation moving Hest; it had a 

new opera house. However, in a mining town it was unusual for a theater 

or opera house to be a part of the biggest, most-substantial and best-

furnished building, so the record of the construction of the opera house 

building and descriptions of its furnishings are presented in Chapter II, 

"Little Gem of a Theater. 11 Distinctive features of ·the decor and equip-

ment of the suditorium and stage are followed by an account of the grand 

opening celeb~ation. 
v 



Detailed knowleci'3e of now resident theater managers directed opera 

house activities in Colon~·.-:o ·;,ining towns seems to be lacking, so Chapter III, 

"Hanagers Had ~o R.us-cle, 11 is devoted to the procedures employed by the first 

five Wheeler Opeca i1o;.cse mnnagers in as many years. Their many responsi-

bilities included booking and advertising a balanced program of attractions 

for the comrrtunity, complying with city laws and ordinances, applying 

sound business methods for financial success, cooperating with civic and 

community groups, creating and maintaining the aesthetic value of the 

theater, and being accepted as responsible citizens. The chapter shows 

how these managers operated the Wheeler in view of a number of problems. 

The first one, common to all, was the outside control of booking by Peter 

McCourt of the Silver Theatrical Circuit. To point out how unpredictable 

audiepces hampered managemer.t, audience reactions to managerial policies 

are included. Other problems creating changes in procedure resulted from 

arl e~nplo:rer 1 s interr-.er~nce 9..!10. :acK of interss0 in tthe theater, as ltiell as 

a _deteriorating econorrrJ, ar.d the added responsibilities of duties unrelated 

to the theater. 

Chapter IV, "Applause Heard a Block Away," is concerned with aud­

iences, performances and performers. The first section deals with the 

kinds of audiences, who were in them, and how they reacted to the perform­

ances and performers. ~ext, the kinds of 2erformances seen at the \·i'heeler 

are described: those cione 'cy touring companies are emphasized. The As;Je_Q 

~aily Times served as a source for classification as to types of enter­

tainments, and to show variations in some of these types, details of 

American theatrical history are added. Here audience reaction to these 

types appears. The last section about what kinds of touring performers 
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played also includes how the &\:diences responded to them. £-f.aterial con­

cerning American theater his tory is limited to that found in the Aspen :::~aily 

Times. 

In Chc.~:r:-er ~r, 11Trou~es on the Silver Circuit, 11 a detailed account 

the Silver Theatrical Circuit was operated in relation to the 

}fueeler Mar,agers and touring companies comes first. To better explain 

the development of this circuit some American theater history is included. 

is followed with a discussion of the kinds of touring companies that 

to the opera house. Again, some audience reaction to the companies 

A.chronological list of productions completes the work. This 

the companies, attractions, artists, dates and 

length of engagements at the vibeeler. The principal source for this 

was the Asnen Daily Times. 

Since no records, programs, or prompt booKs of the opera house 

are available, the principal source for research has been the complete 

the Asoen Daily Times. 1 Advertisements, advance stories, 

editorials, comments and social columns were used. Press rep­

wrote accounts of Wheeler attractions changed from time 

to time and very likely did not have the training background necessary 

for true cr::.::icism. Narr',es o:· these w:-'iters were not revealed. For some 

forma~ces ~ne~e were no reviews, possibly because no one from the 

a tter:ded. 

Other sources of material were books, pamphlets and scrapbooks 

owned by Aspen citizens and the Aspen Historical Society. Official 

paper. 
1Eeree.:'ter 1 ·the abbreviation AUf is used to re1'er to this news-
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docw'TI.t•nts on "De in the ?~ ount 

1nter2sting sidelig~ts. 

From Fran_:.C Jall 1 s tC" 1_""'i 0 f -- --~--

uable concerning J. B. Wheeler. The M. A. thesis 1 History o :" the ~I.:§Q~~"C 

Grand Onera House, Denver, Colorado, 1881 - 1891, done by Elmer Crowley 

at Denver University in 1940. and the Hi~torY of the ':'.§.bor Opera Ho;:se 

College in 1935 aide<i in establishing stock company movements. 

Illust,rations are in this W'ork to make the history of r,he opera 

house come alive, and sources for them arq acknoW'ledged here. The en-

for PLATE I appeared in t,he AsPen Dailv Times, January 1, 1890, 

and ~o~as tJho t.ographed by Tor..:.r Gau(!a. ~he 3r:?aving for PLATE II, from the 

1890 Aspen Illustrated booklet, and the pnotograph used for PLATE VI, a 

gift of Mrs. Mabel Beckerman, are property of the Aspen Historical 

Society. Franz Be~ko photog~aphed both of these and the picture in 

PLATE III. Pictures from collections 'Ji. Tohn Heron and Mrs. Minnie 

Staples ~o~ere used for PLATFS TV and V, re:>pectively. The photograph of 

the opening pro>£r;:;.rn, P':_,\'T.,. ·,-,-,, ~s in :-;0.-> •:ossion of the UniversiT,y oc' 

Colorado 'lle.3tern Eisr,oric .. "':1Ue-~-~·)'1, The picture used in PLA~E VIII 

appeared in the A.sDen Da~ 1-f' '~~IT:8.3 on '~ove ·.oer l3, 1892, and was photo-

graphed by Joar. Lane. PLATE :x is a repr Jduction of Silver Circuit 

stationery provided hy l'Frs •. \ lyJ 'Fre""/~8. 
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!~as 
. . . :._:: -~-c-~~~:...::...3t;-:.:=. 

21, 1_8~9, ~- L. 

:c..lent 

':"" .~ - :- - ~ T" 
-u ... ..,._., ...... ., ..... .l.,. 

lD local 

II --' • -­.:~.i V4.- .... "l v..:; 
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of' ' - ~ ~ ac KDO\./l c; c ~!(}C o.tility eil'.o:HJS procure two weeks or more at 

Theatre, with a sure7..y of gett-ing their salary. 11 46 

~1< i · ~ .3:; '.-.r::s good for everyor.e as four thousand tons of ore were 

shippec:i ou L ;_,ee::ly. 4 7 if.'leeler irwes ted anci developed more mine proper-

-ties and then financed building of the Jerome Hotel, ar.other "elegant" 

improver.1er:t :'or Aspen. L.S The :·ine one hundred-room brick hotel W'hich 

cost z·l25,000.00 to build and t40,000.00 to furnish opened in "November 

of 1869.49 

Silver W'as Aspen's econo~y and, although prices had declined 

throughout the eighties, the nuge bodies of ore in the area m&.ae rninir:;.g 

profitable. Early 1890 helG. great promise for the silver rninir.g future; 

passage of the Sherman Act that :rear guaranteed large government silver 

purchases which orou[ht its prices up temporarily.5° 

Prosperity reigned in Aspen, and her residents used part of their 

silver rictes :,or civic and cultural irnpro'lements such as neW' churches, 

a hospital, <.he county col:rt hcu3e, two .1...igi:'.~ anci ;?Ower plants, and ne'..l 

c:~ 

schools._;J_ :..s historian Frc.nk rtallHrote of the city, "it was . the 

handsorEest, ::-.ost substantie.l aDd attractive mining to\.IU in the Rocky 

Houn r.ain.:o. . . . there w&.s no lack of capital for the extension of any 

legitimate e:: ter-pr ise. 11 52 

•/ 
40 ~-::':', June ~2, l.C:u9 1 p. J. 

47huT, June 9, ~639, p. 2. 

4SP~T, November 2S, lSS9, p. 4. 

49c "' 1, · t 3~ an1.1.e a, oo. c1. ., p • .). 

50T - R H ' ~ l " d T"- D 1 ~er.oy ,. aren, vo or~=o an .vs .eon e, 
Historial ?~~t,lishing Co., Inc., l94E), I, p. 457. 

(New York: LeW'is 
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rc..ces 

·; 7' C:," 
centa . ...~J 

.S:: ~, ~~: .. >-:- ::;..-ic.a~~ (l_;c_~_Lr: ·c ;J~~ld the 1t"~ave of prosperity en.ded as the 
-~ - t<~>{"" 1- ? 

-~ . 
::::~-~~? __ :;;.dd cut of£' so;;;G of t.heir ore cars to Aspen, 54 thus 

reducin;; the amolillt of ::;ilver that could be shipped out. Business 

urcs follo~ed and closing-out 3ales were advertised in the are&,55 

n~tion-1 .. Iide stringency in money· p~evailed i:r~. e2.rly 139156 ar:d ~No.3 

evide~ t in A.spe:: in June ~l'lrA.e:: t[:c ?al~;.ce :'hea t=e closed because vf 

....... ,.... ...:: , 
.i.C....J... . .L-

n 

poor bus~r..ess,.57 Silver to edge downward; Cl1arlie 

Boyd quit the Com.ique, o.r-.c o:; e:.?.rl:y 1892 the two men who had attempted 

to operate it also gave up.58 

Bar silver price::> plu.'lged that spring, out many :nic.e 0'-·i...-.<::rs Qr-"d 

managers contirlUed to operate ::1:.nes at a loss, hopine; <:.he tJrice · .. ;ould 

change for the better. Finally they had to decide whether to close dovn:.. 

the mines or cut the price of production.59 !Yliners of low·-grade ore 'Jere 

laid off00 2nd ~ne owners bege~ to look for ways to recoup losses. 

;·) .~3T, :~overr.:.Cer 30, 1890, p. 2. 

54 -rn Xove.r:1'oe:::- 25, lS9C, p. .3. ~' 
55,-"' Dece;;10e~ 19, l390 1 p. I 

~' 4• 

c:,l' 
.) 0 ADT, January J, 1391, ;!• 5. 

57_~T, June 24, 1891, p. 4. 

58" .. ., .,..., ' 9 1"'9') ~~ reoruary , o ~, p. 4. 

/~ 

ou~ 



v. .::.. 
. - , 
·"~·tG.88J..GI' 

he began disposing of lnve~~~c After disposing of his co~~ 

interests ., ~ ' . 
30 lC ~( .. 8 

Perhap3 a reporser 

the Hr;eeler J:_Je:::c. Hm:..3e Blociz 'was the next in line for sale when he as~ed 

i_~ \tiheeler were quitting Aspen .. The 

answer was nc~a~~ve. 

On the contrary) he i.s as thoroughly identified \-lith Aspen as 
at any ti:ne in his co.rccr. He knew ca ;.;asn 1 t a hotel :nan -- buc. 
it improved Aspen.62 

r~otl-:ing could s t.o;; and 

1893, people almost the ?anic was on; 
. . . 

st,ampecec 

Aspen ~0 ~ind work. so~e ~al~ed with packs on their backs; Ov~ers rode 

GOrSE.3 1 Or' the Those •.Ji th enou;h n:oney traveled ·oy 
• 

/~ 

train. oj 

ducing r.:etals :'or .:::.:.l ~,::1c inine~s .. . ., ,..... . . 
i18..i.p IrOm ClVlC 

organized c.o ;·elie•Je the suf~'sring, 64 hur.ger and destitution prevailed. 

payment to depositors of his closed 

_:,:; 3 c. 1..,~ r:o c ~·;~eel ~-~C.e hur:~y 1 so the Chamber oi" Co~~ .. ~arce 

.jl:::: '--~·..._ 

other 

received Gid 11 by late Septemte:r .. uo 

/-

oJ.X:Ji, July 12, 1892, p. 5. 

- I 
r-' .. 4. 

- -.c-._'"' 

_1.__ \') /') ) 

/ / 

00: - . ..., r · · ')C 
~1 -..)epc2rr.::e~ ..__,;, __ ,...:. ;, I ,, . 

valley for potGtoc3 and 

-- totaling 95C wto 



berries, fishing the s r_,.reos.3; 

as J. B. ;·i1:eeler loo;zc:: fer- .::.:;.or.;-:er ve::tu-re in Cri?ple Cree:.C, Color2c:o 

11 the great.est go:d As winter Callie o~ 1 
/~ 

su.fferi~g increased w-her. diphtheria and scarlet fever plagued Aspen.Cj 

To aid t{le needy, Hheeler sent eighteen head of cattle.70 

The silver crash may have served as a grim rerru::cer that only 

ten years before Aspen was c.n o::-dinary :r.ining carnp. Energetic and 

supply 

slowly declining, a silver market exi.sted 1 DU"L With 

a never-e::Ci~; a up~ l:r o~ ore onl:{ a ros-:;r future could ezi..s t. 

no t;)nd :.o pro2pe~ity; any business could succeed. Some people came :o 

stay c.nd they built substantial homes and places of business. 

his holdings, and hel?ed tr;.e r,:hole area Gy prorr1oting a second ~2-ilroGC .. 

After the railroads had arrived and the business outlook seemed solid, 

l c: 
..L.) 

he built. his 'cank block.' The big building and its beautiful opera house 

helped the eco:·w:ny of tte sm.::1) ;;:.vc it prestit;;e, and li.;:~ted social life; 

the ::--:::..c:-l ar:c v.~, .. c .. ~·vv..r.. 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
~ 0oCe:.., ' ' """: ~ ~ - ~ ' ;...;._:! 

.J.._ ·.J' ~~~-~ -· ' -' . ./ . 
October ,..,, lE )'JI ,..., L, "'-·~I - • t' . . 
l·:o~Jf~m'oer lO, - v -.. ' . - ) 

., . .:.; . 
~,:o·re:-;~CGI' ")l 

'• ·-··I - ) . 
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·out ot~s:'s 

.~ 1,4-:er :-:.c tals 

, ~ 
L·_-

old nu::.e:--, Si:.sr:.ng c wooden bene~ with some of O.is cronies ar..c. Ct;.rious 

tourists, re.:nill.i_::;ced abon.t tl1e old ~il ve:r day3. He paused, looked up 

at Aspen Nou.'1tain, and cnen :;:'inished his s-::ory with, "Hell, •,:e 1 :-e the 

only things left, and we 1 re illine~alized. ',·!e got silver in our hair anci 

lead in ow:' "!"t:.m:;;:s. '1 
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CHAPTER II 

LITTLE GEM OF A THEATER 

Construction of a three-story brick and stone building was new 

and unusual in Aspen where hastily and often flimsily-built structures 

had been normal for the mining camp. Having a handsome opera house in 

the best building in town was still more desirable and the populace was 

eager to see it and be a part of its opening. 

In four parts, this chapter first records the Wheeler Block 

construction and incidental problems from letting of the contract until 
~ 

the opera house was completed. The second and third parts offer minute 

descriptions of -'-. ;..,ne auditorium and s with their fine furnishings and 

modern equipment. Following this, the preparations, excitement, and 

glamour of the two-day grand opening show how the community accepted the 

handsome opera house. 

The Construction 

The contract for the building called for its completion by April 

1, 1889 ?- hoW'ever 1 the builders may not have anticipated the kinds of mis-

takes and accidents that occurred with the Wheeler Block. Excavation 

began early in June, 1888, at the corner of Hyrr~n Avenue and Mill Street 

lADT, November 15, 1888, p. 6. 

18 
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in the cente~ of Aspen's business district.2 Wheeler had bought two 

lots there four years earlier from J. E. Freeman for $21 000.00.3 

Plans and specifications for the city's largest brick and stone 

building had not arrived from Denver when news was out that the opera 

house room would be sixty by one hundred feet, one-fourth larger than 

the Rink.4 i·fithin the month local contractors learned they could submit 

construction bids for t.he big $75,000.00 edifice;5 later, the Aspen 

Plumbing Company secured the plumbing contract.6 

Peter Wilson had started work on the basement before Denver 

architect Edbrook arrived in July.? Late in August, Ross, Frazier and 

Company, the Denver contractors for the mason work, were busy, with 

~~. Ross as supervisor.S Progress on the second story was so rapid in 

September9 that woodwork was added to the third story in October.lO 

Mr. Kepler, the superintending architect whose experiences in-

eluded construction of soffie of the largest buildings in Chicago and 

other eastern cities, stated that the building was one of the most solid 

and convenient he had ever built. He pointed to the door step of the 

2ADrn __ l., February 23, 1888, p. 4. 

3Lots R and s, Block 811 Clerk and Recorder's Book of Pitkin 
County, ColoradQJ Book 14, p. 349. 

4ADT, June 5, 1888, p. 4. 

5AD'T' _. _., June l, 1888, p. 4. 

6ADT, June 24, 1888, p.4. 

July 11, 1888, p. 4. 

September 1, 1888, p. 4. 

9At~, September 28 1 1883, p. 4. 

lOADT, October 27, 1888, p. 6. 
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bar~ as evidence. It had been bedded solid by mistake and the settling 

of a fraction of an inch would have broken it, but it remained intact. 

He said that the bar~ room would be ready for occupancy by January first 

and he eA7ected to see the rest of the building completed before April 

first.ll 

Sidewalks around the building were completed in November,l2 and 

work 'Jas rushed to get the roof on so the mechanics could ffdefy the 

weather"l3 and work inside. As stone cutters worked at lldressing up the 

corners 11 of the building, townspeople noticed the east wall looked 

A reporter attempted to explain it this way, 11The apparent concavity in 

the east wall is an optical illusion which the dressing down of the cor-

ners will probably correct.nl4 The architect arrived shortly, checked 

the.wall, and reportedly insisted that the wall be torn down although 

the contracting superintendent felt such action was unnecessary. 

Architect Edbrook o:f ;:,IJ.e new \~ib.eeler has just been fn the 
city and a report has just been started that he notified the con­
tractors that they would havq to take down the east wall of the 
building. Ever since the building went up, the wall has had the 
appearance of being 11dished. 11 It is now shown that such is the 
case. 

vlhen Mr. Davis, superintendent for Halleck and Howard, was asked 
about the report regarding Mr. Edbrook 1s action, he said that he did 
not think the wall would be taken dOim. It was perfectly safe and 
he would be willing to submit it to the highest authority obtainable. 
The building was of ~~usual strength, he said; it might be crowded 
with all the people who could get into it and all might be dancing 
at once '..:ithout caus a trernor in the massive structure. :•fr. 
Davis explair:ed 0hat the 11dishingu '.Vas caused by the wall being built 
of both stone and brick. The inside has a little opportunity to set­
tle, while the outside is solid. The result is that there is a tend-

llADT __ , November 15, 1888, p. 6. 

12ADT, November .23, 1888, p. 6. 

13 jj)'T' November 28, 1888, / 

~' 
p. o. 

l4 ).:'·T. Dece~ber 1 1888, / 

... , p • o. 



ency to draw the waL~ 1n~ :l-:'..:.s causing the hollo-wness that appears 
about the second story. 
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An effort was mace to see I·tr. Kepler, who has superintended the 
work, but he could r:o:. bL? found. I.f the archi tee ts should refuse to 
receive i;he build 3 nice point would arise because of the fact 
that they have directly superintended the '-iOrk, and it 'Jould probably 
be claimed by the contractors that defects should have been pointed 
out before the work had been entirely finished. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The carpenters were at work yesterday putting in the windows and 
the building will soon be closed against the weather.l5 

Obviously the decision was made; two days later the Times reported, 

11Mechanics lJere at work yesterday preparing derricks to be used in taking 

down and rebuilding the wall of the opera house if it shall be decided to 

do so.nl6 Details of the reconstruction plans were told: 

The Hark of taking down the east wall of the opera house block 
will commence as soon as the floors and roof can be shored up. The 
wall will be taken do"m to the sills of the hall windows except at 
the ends where the wall is s~raight. Two derricks will be used and 
the work will be done quickly.l? 

It should be noted here that N. J. Edbrook was the architect for the 

Tabor Grand Opera House in Denver. Coincidentally, one wall of that opera 

house fell into an alley during winter construction and had to be rebu:i,lt.l8 

The work of rebuilding the east wall of the opera house block went 

fast, but two days after Christmas the newspapers fqrebodingly announced, 

11The rebuilding of the opera house wall will be completed this week if 

no mishap is met with. 11 19 It happened. At twelve forty-five on Jan-

l5ADT, Decer:r.cer 7, l86S, p. 6. 

16ADT __ , December. 9, 1888, p. 6. 
17ADT, December 11, 1888, / 

P• 0 

lSElmer S. Crowley, The Histor1 of the Tabor Grand 0 era 
~nver. Colorado, 1881 - 1891, (Denver University, M. 
pp. 8-ll. 

19.1 DT 
~~ December 27, 1888, p. 6. 
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uary 3, as a swinging scaf£'o1d -t'Ae:lty-five feet above the sidewalk gave 

way, four wor~~en fell. James Richardson, a member of the stone-cutting 

firm of Ross and Richardson, fell in a window area and received bruises 

and a head cut. James All, an elderly man who landed on some lumber, 

suffered a spine injury and was 11out of his head. 11 Previously he had 

been hurt on the job when struck by a falling brick. Philander Moore 

and :·lilliam ',[atson struck stone pavement. Hoare 1s skull was fractured 

and his right elbow shattered; Watson's back was severely injured and one 

ankle was 'Jrenched.20 As a result of this accident, an editorial in the 

Asnen r::.e.ilv Times started a campaign to build Aspen's first hospital 

which was completed • ' • -'I ., ..-. ... "'11 ln Sep0emoer ot Lb9L.~~ 

In spite of the accident, construction moved along rapidly as 

a steam heating apparatus was installed and plasterers began work on the 

first floor.22 Completion of the exterior included the word llili~ carved 

in the stone above the door and massive steps which led to the J. B. 

Wheeler BaP~ quarters.23 No other building in Aspen was so solidly and 

well constructed nor finished with such detail. 

The same high-c_uality construction and finish work were evident 

in the opera house where 11~·Jheeler spared no expense in making it perfect 

in all its details.n24 An Aspenite familiar with the town's theater 

growth could hardly believe the progress the new opera house represented. 

He rated it the best in the city as he wrote this about its opening: 

20ADT, January 4, 1889, p. 5. 

2lft~T, September 9, 1891, p. 5. 

22ADT, January 12, 1889, p. 5. 

23 :1c.rch 21, 1889, p. 4. 
24,~m ,, , 26, 1039, p • 2. ~, .. ".:.arcn 



To an old-timer it was a long to be remembered that was 
Wl~nessed. It seems but a Ilew sic~ months since the only place 
for meetings of any kind was so,7"a im~rovised hall in a balloon 
building. Later on came the Rink. opera house, more corninodious 1 
more comfortable and prese-:1ting ma:ty of the features of a well 
a[:)poin-ced theatre. I'bs3e are no;; [sic], but those who 
have been familiar wi t:'1 tne 'Tarious s of development c®uld 
scarcely realize the change that has taken place unt~l they stepped 
within the doors of the opera last evening.25 

The Auditorium and Furnishings 

To reach the auditorium of the vlheeler, patrons used the main 

entrance on Hyman A•renue. The ticket office was located on the ground 

floor under the wide stairway26 which r.Jas finished with a highly-pol-

ished 'wood balus-vrade. On the third rloor at the top of the stairs was 

a 11ladies' retiring room and cloak room adjoining the auditorium. 1127 

Modern and dazzling lighting equipment enhanced the house~ The 

chandelier, a work of art, was suspended from the handsomely frescoed 

ceiling by a wire rope.28 

Those who have been i'ortu..""late enough to sec;.;re seats will be 
delighted and surprised when they assemble in this perfect 11bijou 11 

of a theatre, and the electricity sparkles, crackles and radiates 
from the thirty-six branch chandelier in the centre of the ceiling 
and from around the house. This chandelier is the crowning glory 
of this beautiful house, being made of hammered brass, handmade, 
triwtled with silver and set with three dozen incandescent lights, 
each with an coalescent shade, flaring out at the end in the form 
of a flO'..Jer.29' 

25,,--r:, 
• .:u.J c ' ~-1.?ril 24, lo89, p • 4. 

26r~ r,rr 
~~ 

'',-~~ 1 r-..f!.L _L...._ 26, 1889, p. 4. 

27ADrr 
--~' 

April 23, 1889, ?· 4. 

28ADT, April 8, 1889, p. 4. 

29,\ f''i' 
~~ April 23, 1889, p. 4. 
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New and ur.:.usual theater ting was introduced at the i·iheeler. 

There must have been di;:n:T:er:::;)O installed on stage to cor;trol house and 

stage lights, for a reporter in describing the house lights wrote this: 

~~es8 are so regulated that their strength can be in-
creased or decreased as the scene may require, by ingenious appar­
atus ori the stage. This will enable v~. Robert Cutler, the prop­
erty man, to give necessary effects in every case.3l 

24 

\·lide aisles and the seating arrangement of the house allowed for 

plenty of room and good visibility of the stage. On the floor sloping 

toward +' c.ne stage was the parquet, 599 seats, divided in the center by a 

co~~oQious aisle carpeted in crimson. The side aisles were similarly 

carpe~ed. ~Jo attempt had been ;:nade to crowd in seats. Two stairways 

at the back led "to the balcony seats regarded by old theater-goers as 

the best in the house" because they furnished "the best and most exalted 

view of both the audience and stage.n32 

Opera chairs ttof the most itnproved make tt had brow'n morocco 

leather-covered cushioned arms and spring-cushioned seats nwith wire 

frames under them to hold ·gentlemen's hats. 11 They were capable also of 

being turned up 11 to facilitate the ingress and egress of persons going 

in and out between rows of chairs. 1133 These chairs, now stored in·James 

?arsons 1 Isis movie theater in Aspen, look narrow and uninviting,34 not 

)ORes ::..s tc.;;.c;c::: dir~..;;-:? ::3 ·.;e-;:-e used about this time. Sa!1mel Selden 
and Hun ton D. Se: l_;_;.};--_, - :.,.~rp.,..~ -",..".; T ~ -;~+ing (2d v • N• ' York· --~'· r --"·· .w~"'-·"V-- • re • , ew • 
F. S. _J;J. 312-316. 

3l~:~m 1 "1 23 "':"'"'(' 4 ., 2 1"'-- 1 1 .:.,.prl , ..LO.::J ?', p • 1 COJ.. • 

32rnT ' "1 2- 1889 4 1 3 ~; nprl J, , p. , co • • 

33ADT, April 8, 1889, p. 4. 

196!.. 
34rnterview and personal observation in Aspen, Colorado, June 19, 



25 

at all like they lookec to at: 1889 theater patron who co.-upared them with 

those at the old Ri~~ Opera House: 

The meta~or?hosis from the high-set, stiff-backed, straw cushioned 
racks in the Old ?.i.'1I<: Opera House, to the spring-cushioned, morocco 
covered o;;e:-a chairs will irrunediately translate the fortunate auditor 
from Tcphet to Olympus. The spectator is no longer compelled to draw 
heavily upon his imagination as his condition is comfortable and his 
eye is feasted.35 

The five chairs in each of the two proscenium boxes appeared more 

comfortable and elegant.36 Upholstered in gold plush, they blended with 

the lavish gold and red decor of the boxes. 

The prosceniw~ boxes are serrQ-circular in shape, and their domes 
are bedecked with silver stars in an a2ure s~J. These are constructed 
of cherry wood inlaid with gilt lincrusta-walton. The brass rails 
resting on the soft scarlet velvet of the box arches stand out in 
bold contrast with the gilt paper that adorns the walls within. The 
chairs are of mahogany, richly upholstered with old gold plush. Heavy 
damask portieres, gracefully looped, 11ITnish a ret1lge for the retir­
ing occupant of these boxes from ~he gaze of the audience. The 
boxes are so constructed, that the fortunate possessors can get the 
best view of the stage and auditoriQ~, and can be seen or not at 
pleasure.37 

' 1 . ., -'-' '""·a·.:_, 7-ori·w· .. ~. r,see ?l,.,.e r-_.,. ~~~ ear y engravlng or vne -~ -~ ~ -~ -~~~ - , p.26) shows 

orchestra space provided immediately in front of the stage. An iron pipe 

served as a divider between the first row of seats and the or-

area. 

Although the brick building was practically fireproof, the fire 

ladders on the west side of the building38 may not have been con-

sidered adequate for emptying the house quickly in case of emergency. 

Possibly the fact that the opera house was on the third floor and could 

35ADT, April 23, 1889, p. 4. 

36:'-DT 
:.::___!..' April 22, 1889, p. 4. 

37'"DT _ .. _, April 23, 1889, p. 4. 

38 f.. T'fi' April 24, 1889, ~ I ....:.:::.::_, ]:'• .... 
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hold more people tb2n arr'J ot.Ge"C -::.he::ti:er in Aspen a grand jury 

investigation of the entire '.{t:eBJ..er 3lock for safety. Their report, 

which indicated that the b~i 1 t ~· ~ <9 d b d ~ was a mas Ilreprooi,~ escri e rire 

precautions for the s satisfaction with wneeler 1 s plans to pro-

vide an additional fire exit by building an iron stairway on the outside 

of the west wall. The report of the grand jury as it appeared in the 

Asnen Daily Times follows: 

STATE OF COLORA:CO ) 
) ss 

COL~TY OF PITKIN ) 

TrlE JURY 1S REPORT 

I~ TI{E DISTRICT COURT IN lli~D FOR SAID 
COUNTY, AS YET OF THE £1AY TERH, 1889. 

In the matter of the examination of the 
w~eeler Opera House by the Grand Jury: 

He, the grand jury er.J.p;:;.nelled and sworn in and for said county, 
respectfully report as follous: That we visited the rilJ.'1eeler Ope:::-a 
House and made a careful and thorough examination thereof with re­
gard to its safety from fire and the means provided for the escape 
of people in case of any sudden alarm, and we find that there is 
hardly any chance for a fire to start; there is not a fire in the 
building, except in the basement, and there is not a gaslight or 
lamp, being everT~here lighted by electricity and heated by steam. 
The stage is guarded by a fireman and other assistants, and wi~~in 
easy reach, there is a stand of pipe with hose attachments, and in 
case of any possible firing of the stage it would be ~~ediately 
put out, so complete are the arrangements which have been made by 
Hr. Wneeler. 

But we did not find the Jieans of es;:;a,?e a.rnple as required by 
lar..r 1 a."ld we called on H:-. 'iil:Gele::- to pro vide additional means for 
emptying the house in case of sudden emergencies. To this derr~nd, 
Y~. ~rneeler readily acceded and has subrr~tted to the jury plans and 
specifications hereto attached, which we have deemed to be ample ana 

39rn 1912 tuo fires eight days apart and both supposedly set by 
a 11fire bug II occurred on ani ar.Jund the Hheeler stage. The first fire 
was minor, but tn.3 secor:d cause,:i da::J2.ge estimated at ·$.30,000.00 and 
destroyed all scenerY, stage ec:..:..i::rment and oroperties. As::;en-Democrat 
'11" "lY "! ~ « ~ - ...,. 0.. 4. 

~mes, Novemoe:- 21, i9i2, p. 1. 
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provide for a door-
way to be made 1.-1i th z:;D.e width of six feet on the west side of the 
house, leading from the audi~orillffi and a stairway six feet wide, 
leading dowel along wes ~:; side to the rear of the building with 
sui table res '"'3 or ?la ~es to breD.l( thG lo::g flight of stairs to mal{e 
the descent eas:t. '~his people to pass fro1.1 the audi-
torium out of the side door, and those from the gallery to pass 
dovin the way leading to the front, thus dividing two lines against 
each other as no~ is the casa. Tnus, in our judgment, obviating 
all danger whatever in case of panic or alarm. .ll.r. 1tJheeler has 
agreed to have the work executed as speedily as possible. 

Very respectfully subhlitted, 

Samuel Crarr,er, Foreman40 

The ~ew iron stairway, made in Denver,41 was put up in Septem-

ber.42 Aesthetically, the black stairway may have been preferable to 

the old ladders, but practically it '.las of little value in winter and 

early spring. It served as s convenient attacr~enc for ice and huge 

icicles as snow melted and dripped ~roa the roof.~] 

The Stage and Equipment 

The opera house itself was designed and built to fit the ~fueeler 

bank building, not vice versa. This limited the stage size to fifty-one 

feet ~ide, twenty-six feet deep, and twenty-five feet high, but left 

little space backstage when scenery was in place. Ralph A. Weill, first 

menager of the Hheeler, had announced that there were twenty-six com?lete 

sets of sce'"gry which he had selected from desir;ns furnished by the best 

SCe::lic pair:te:rs ln out a later ... . .. 
cescrlp-c~on ttet the 

40p,_r.'T' July 17, 1809, '"' 4. ..i. l..l 1~ ~ ::'• 
__ , 

41;'.:-'!'T\ 
::::.~, July 24, 1839, p. 4. 

September 8, 1889, p. 4. 

43Persor~l observation, 1950-1954. 
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11lar ge and coutilloC.i ous 11 ~::.s 11 :'itted out with fifteen full sets of 

the finest scenery and s settings. 1145 

If all of these fifteen (or twenty-six) sets of scenery were 

stored on or above ~ne s , they probably included back drops with 

wing pieces or curtains for masking since there was not space for other 

types of scenery. Photographs of the stage and some of its original 

scenery (see Plates IV and V, p.JO) indicate that the vfueeler had the 

usual 11stock 11 scenery of the times which frequently included ballroom 

and outdoor settings. Scenery pieces were probably standard and could 

be used interchangeably for several sets. This might accoQ~t for the 

"revolving scenes 11 mentioned in the following description of scenery 

used for.the first heme talent performance: 

••• some six of the ne•r revolving scenes that are on the opera 
house stage will be set for the Pe~< Sisters and Penelope. One of 
these wi}l present a beautiful parlor, an imitation of that of Mrs. 
Jairrc..ie 1 sic! ?o"Vc.er 1 s residence in New York and there will be a 
grate ~Ni~th a-t real fire in it.46 

Photographs of the stage (see Plates IV and v, p_.JO) do not 

' reveal any draw curtains, but a roll curtain is obvious. It probably 

was this curtain Manager Weill described as a drop curtain when he told 

a New York Dailv ~;rror reporter about the new ~~eeler. 

By the way, what do you thiv~ is the subject of the drop cur~ain? 
It is a representation of the Brooklyn Bridge, painted by Burke Lof 
the Chicago, Opera. House]~ from. sk~t~~es. ~b~ained in this city t and is 
one of the oes"V pleces O! work OL ~~e Klnd I have ever seen.47 

Perhaps the droJ cur~ain symbolized the corr~ng of city life and 

the world to Aspen. Designed by two New Yorkers, world famous for their 

45ADT, January 1, 1693, p. 2. 

1.7 p. 2. 
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PLATE IV 

WHEELER OPERA HOCSE. SOMETiiVfE BEFORE 1912. 

PLATE V 



Jl 

scenic art, <.:.nd pain-;;ed by no J..ess than Chicago's opera house scene ter 

Burke, it pictuYed not only the bridge and the East River, but ships from 

all over the 'dorld. 

The d~o~ curtain ~~ itsAlf is an crtistic study bei~g the 
e.f"fo:--c of ~"~essrs. Char~G3 JraDain s.nd Horr"ter Emons 1 two of the best 
scenic artists in the world. It is a painting of the East River Bridge, 
that great artery of trade and travel connecting the great metropolis 
of the United States '.-iith its millions of suburban population on Long 
Island. It presents a moonlight view of the greatest suspension bridge 
in the world under which a large Boston steamer is passing with ease 
and grace, whilst the i~uense forests of masts of ocean grey-how1ds, 
loading and unloading their costly burdens for an9 from every part of 
the world are sketched with the minutest detail.46 

Provision had been made to bring scenery and properties ~rom the 

alley bel;)W onto the a door in the cente~ of Ghe 

back s~age wall. Along ~he re3I right of the back wall a small stairway 

led to a floor just below the stage where dressing rooms were located. 

Of tnem Hanager \.Jeill said, 'IT,.Je have seven dressing rooms, besides that 

of the star, and they will be under the stage and nicely fitted up. In 

fact, they ·will be rooms in fact as well as by name -- not cells. 1149 

The stage 11had all the modern appliances 1
11 but only the lighting 

equipment was described. A photograph (see Plate II, p. 26) shows foot-

lights, and one may asswue that lighting equipment included dimmers (see 

p. 24) because the strength of the house lights could be increased or 

decreased from the 'Jery likely the stage was equipped with a 

treadrr.i:l. A re7iew· of The Co1.1r:.~y ~aiT test~:ied to .the :act that an 

actual horse race took place on the stage. It sta~ed that Lrained horses 

11 Came in :;.,or their share of applause 11 as their "e~forts to win the race 

4'~ bt.DT April 23, 1889, P· 4. ~, 

49, -rr 
~' March ?/ _o, 1889, p. 4. 

co 
April 23, 1839, 4. -' '\D"' c'• ~' 
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caused much exciternent.n51 Anoc.her production, the Civil \<Jar 

Shenandoah, required a horse on stage. In one scene, Aspen citizen Dan 

John rode a horse hired from the local livery stable of Trowbridge and 

Grey.52 A,.'1. advertisement ':.~or another play offered 11 a ger:uine old moun-

tain coach drawn by genui::J.e broncos. rt53 

attended the 1.\rn.eeler frequently 1 horses actually did appear on the stage. 

There was a difference of opinion about how the horses reached the stage. 

forty-eight steps and five landings of the main stairway, and he added, 

11It took approxin.ately forty-five minutes to do it. That horse was prob-
-

ably blir:d::~o:deci to bri::1g him. dmm or maybe he 1..Tas backed dovm. 11 54 

.Another pior..eer 1 ?.obert C. r,,Jeise 1 recalled that his father told about a 

horse named Cold Molasses 1.-rh::.cn. was lifted in a sling from the alley be-

hind the opera house up scenery- door at back of the 

Callahan said he had seen The Countv Fair production and there were three 

real horses on the stage.56 

A photograph of the stage (see Plate VI, p. 33)57 following the 

1912 fires shows absolutely no scenery left; all timbers were charred and 

I' 

?· o. 

52;;nT, June 17, 1890, ~· 2. 

5JAJT, April 18, 1891, ?· ') ,.... 

54 Personal interview, Ju::e 22, ,9""' _,_ o.), Aspen, Colorado. 

55Personal interview, Jw.'1e 24, 1963, Aspen, Colorado. 

&:." / 
~OPersonal interview, June 22, 19o3, Aspen, Colorado. 

57Property of Aspen His~orical Society, Aspen, Colorado. 
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a pile or."" black rubble 

f~oo~~~g vas placed on 

might have beeJ ~he~e 

are J... .--.., • 

s vl.L.'- ln ar.:.a in 

on 

C::r'­use • ..J0 

.floor. renov-ations new 

all evidence of trap doors which 

The big charred grids above the stage 

No evidence is av2.ilable concerning location of the property room. 

Its stod;: 7 hm.-ever, had ueveryt~1ing necessary :for the production of every 

known play acd opera 11 includicg 11tropical flowers and rare plants from 

the delicate orchid to the famous edelweiss of Switzerland," all con-

' ' .c;q scientiou.sly reproaucen.// 

seer£.-9d to be well equip peel 1 scenery 

and WlUS"'..Jc:, de'rices necessary for the popular realistic 

scenes anC. -~:~travaganzas 1Jere ca~ried by many traveling stock companies. 

How~ver, :for the touring company producing The TVY Leaf, Robert Cutler, 

the 1-Jheeler 1 s first stage manager 1 created the "Ivy Tower n which was "one 

of the nu.."llerous pieces of mecha:::ism that, had ,.,oeer;. conceived vhe 

brain anci produced by the hands n of Cutler. 60 Four years later 1rlilliam 

Van Hoorebeke 1 one of Aspen 1 s talented young amateurs, produced what was 

considered llthe finest pleCe or' stage scenery seen at the Wheeler for 

some time. • It '.las a cataract oi' living water. a61 

~he Grand Open~~g 

The grand oper.ing of the 1tihee::.er O}:era Haase was publicized in 

many ways. John Coleman of the Leadville Tabor Opera House had come to 

c: ::,' 
/U?erson3~ ooservation, June 15, 1962. 

59_ADT, April 23, 185<), p. 4. 
/.~ .... ,...., .-.r-ou Hay 3, l.Co'-1, ~:; . 2. 
/"~ 

()..i.\nm il:arch 29; ..L39J, 
, 

::::_:...)J.., t>• .L. 
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1 OL. t:--:e cc!r:J.er Store across from ~ne Wheeler 

sold tickets, . ' carr lea. the following thea~er advertise-

ment: 

ar:d ~iedne sday 7 23 and 24 

co r::RIE j) Is 

English Comic 0·9era Compan:E 
Under the personal directio:a. of l-'lr * Heinrich 
Conrieci, in a Grand Spectacular Presentation 

of Hr. Adolph Huller 1 s Beautiful Romantic Opera 

"KING 1S FOOL 11 

80 - ft~~TISTES 80 

Including P:'of.3s5>:::~ 22.:r::l 1 s Origin~l Vier~YJ.ese LadJr Fe::1cera 
2ee.utiful ~1arches 

Elec~rical Effects 
Enchanting Music 

v for a purse of $150 offered 
by Aspec. 

Other advertisements i~dicate~ that Aspen ~erchants were offering 

fine clothing and accessories specif~ 

Gentlemen who propose attending the grand, full dress opening of 
the 1:lheeler Opera House, on Tuesday night, will be pleased to kno·..T 
that -::.he 1:!einberg Clothing Co. has just received a large assortment 
of the finest quality of full dress black cloth coats and low cut 
vests 1 and black doe-skin vests. They also have a large assortment 
of black folding opera h~ts, and siL< hats for gentlemen, also 
11 crushn hats for ladies.o4 

Befo-:-e 2::.s.ster, ladies :mevt Yilliner Rhine had a good assortment 

of tl1c to the Staats, Hun~ and Cow-

pan.y advertise:::e:; t, t,he de:-:c.::d :or made-to-order milline~:-~r naa exceeded 

62fT''i' April 20, .lSS9, '"\ 4. ~' l:"'· 

6-:: ' ) .. pril 21, 1889, 4, cols. 7 and 8. ./ 

;:1• 

64 ~,..., 

._q_IJr2..l 21.; l339, I coL 3. ~) ;:1• 4y 



t.'e cc.:: t3ke no m.o.re orders -coday, as 
it ~r~ill ta:< o~ wf:ole force :,o t:~\::; tlt.:nost to complete engagerTtents 
aTt 6 o'cloc:(+ 

L ,' 
left :~or the occE;s.ion., noo L. ~-Iur1kin had 11tulle or illusionn hats, 

fans, kid glo·ves, ruching ar.r' a :f:ew choice beaded wraps and opera shawls 

for ,sale,67 in addition to three dozen pearl opera glasses to rent.68 

On the afternoon before the ~~1eeler opening, the Conried Opera 

Company \-las not the onJ.y tal,~nt ),speni tes planned to 'N'elcou;,e. :,. large 

Denv:~r ?io Grande station to await the arrival 

the .?.bout three o 1 clock, as Charlie Boyd's 

Street to ~ce crepo~ to receive 

three ..:..ar:cal:s ~,.rj_ th red, white 

and blue ribbons and rosettes on the vJheels to receive the dogs. At 

least three thousand people watched the animated scene. Some seventy-

fi7e 09era co~pany members ca~e up town first; a few stopped at the 

~r.eeler 1 bu~ most of them continued two blocks to the Clarendon. As 

thouse .. nd or :::ore boysH ' -cneerec, the landaus carried some 

/ / 

oop,.DT, April 23, 1889, l!• 2. 

67,\)JfT\ April 24, 1339, D 2. 
~' - . 

/ r, 
06,,~'1" .. u_p~il 24') : ~r\c p. 1 
~l ~·J::>J, _,_. 

69\ ~-~~ 
~J ~""::·ril ?i 

~~, 1839, p. 2. 
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.~2. 50 were available thG 

box office 70 
' but afternoon newspaper announcements 

Obviously, 

. . . 
CG:1S ::::J~J~ ~neeJe~ co~~a~ition for in his advertise-

ment the tonight is 

no thir~y perforrrdng dogs. Prices $1.00 

Veteran theater ~an Ctc=lie Boyd 

had s:-:~~·;:: ::is public sp2-ri t ana. cooperation in the afternoon by taking 

his Car:·'i ~o ::1eet :.te opera company. Eoyd: s usual daily ttad n si111ply listed 

? :c- A Celebr.e.t(~d Case -:Jlus a variety of minstrel and music. A 

~:ea~c-ol.a nz.du for the Palace ':heatre, a 11ariety spot, arli""':ounced: "Each 

per:o~~a~ce closes with a sparkli~g afterpiece. Adillission -- Pa~ronize 

7cat ~uesday n~gu~ the scs2e an Street zust have been color-

as 0" 

r~oot a.rC. o--cbers 1..:1 horse-d:ravn 

~, recalled that $5.00 was the carriage fee to transport four people 

to the house and call for then after the performance.72 

the ~·ll1eeler was hailed as 11 one of the m.osL. notable 

eve!lts in the :h.is~o~y of As,?en 1 s most eventful year." It was a night to 

The scene was =ore like tha~ in a city 

-cr:an. o r:e J...!l a The ladies, cnerhllng in their ex-

pensive new costu~es, :ai~l7 ~n the brilliantly lighted theater. 

1339} 

_l 23, 1SS9, 2. 
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~ach la.dy was handed a ~e~ ~-.~__:~:ad sati:-1 -progra£n (see !JI 1., p. 39) and 

a fina bottle of pe~~~cs as souvenirs of the eve~t.73 gentlemen 

of the tmrn. -,.., s~<rallo'Vr-tails to honor the occasion. As greetings 

e'r2:2yone seemec.74 delighted to be on for the inaug-

uration of -:,:1e beautiful ne'...t tl:eater. 

Shortly after eight o'clock the curtain was raised and the big, 

glamorous, and elegantly costlli~ed Cor4ied Company presented a comic opera, 

The Kinf: 1 s .,., ' 
i' OOJ.. The audience anticipated a musical treat, but they were 

fasci:;.atcd 'dJ.. fencing exhi tion and listened with interest to the 

;:,.75 

When the performance ended, celebration of the theater opening 

continued through the night. George B. Brow~, an Aspenite who missed 

none of the excitement, said that champagne flowed and 11nobody went to 

bed • . • • . r;/ 
"CilG l, :' ... l.gl: V .. ft I O 

r,.rnere the a.fter-theate:- festivities rr~ere held is not xnown, ;.~or 

Aspen hostelries were crowded and could not house all of the out-of-town 

visitors \.Jho came for the O!Jening. Some peo!Jle had to 11 spend the 

in billiard rooms. 11 Every hotel, lodging and boarding 

to turn customers away. 11Before supper time 11 

73 

74nEdi torial :~ro~es, n 
23':1-2LO. Intervie'..J when " .:lr 4 

XX, No. 6 (November, 1Y43), 
presented Colorado State Histor-

ical Societ.y vii tn tl:e program. and one of the original chairs from the 
opera house. 

p. 2. 
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in hallways for guests. 

Interest opening was more tha~ local. Editor C. C. Davis 

of the l~2.n3ger James H .. Cragg of the Tabor Opera House 

came from Le::-,:-lville c.nd s. c:J:::r0s)ondent ca~e from The Denver ReDublican. 77 

tl1e::-e -:~;as r;.o S:La!!c.:tng room at the ~·Jheeler or the Rink, 

some normall7 curious ten-to-tv!elve-year-old boys were deterrrd.ned to see 

the grand cp::: Their re~ourcefulness resulted in inexpensive and air-

,~ SC)':'e ,J:;:- flare c;:' t,:ese public spirited youths took in 11The King's 
"?col n lc.:: ~ :--:-om "~Tate boxes :113_ tb. -:::::.e adC.i t:.onal corn21 0rt ot~ 

beir..g an_;_,3 to mc.sti:-~ate po:;corn ana s:::olce ci,gc.ret~es all the while.· 
Ti':c:..:-- r;;.G:~::ls of ascent we~ a tie :t~irB escc.pe ladders J on the west side 
of ~he ~ouse, and ~he little iron railed balconies outside of 
7.-:C.e '.Jindc,Js were -::;he boxes. They :'irst raised, by subscription early 
l.u the e';-,::;;:~_·cg 1 sil 'rer to the amount of a dollar, with which 
a~ s.d:::ission c;ic:-<et i.Jas _?urchased by one of their member. This young 

upon obtaining admission to the body of the theatre de:tly 
_:;.si.C.e Olinds high . enough to admit of a full vie\·I 

:3.. ..:_ v i3 ·needless to say that the bo:rs 1-Je:.~e 

from the 
78 

On 'tiednesday, second day of the opening, several Aspen men 

arranged for an extra bit of celebration at tr...ree o'clock in the opera 

house. They puc; up a cash prize for the lady fencer from the Conried 

Company who could xa~e the best score against Theodore Rosenberg, archi-

teet ana fencer i.'rom Glen'..;ood Sp:~ings 1 Colorado (see Chapter III, p. 48) • 79 

iha t night some ~roung ~:;oys sc.~~·l witl:out paying and 

made a j_i ttle mor..e~r tton the side au Ti1ey btt:1g arourld the ticket office 

early and ;.;hen Yr. Frost left it for a few ;:ninutes, he left the little 

77 

73 t\ '""'7' 
~} 

April 25, 1889, p. 4. 



41 

half-door at the back of the office and the stairs open. The boys 

took about ten or fifteen general ad~iss tickets, used what they needed, 

and sold the rest f:or twenty-five csc,ts each 11right in front of the door 

of the thea0ar.n80 

Aspen 1 s best-constructed building housed its best-furnished theater. 

Solidly built of brick and sandstone, and partially rebuilt for safety, 

it was practically fireproof. Fire-.:'ighting equipment on the stage and 

an adequate iron fire escape added to safety features in case of fire or 

panic. Audience enjoyrr£nt was a prlffie :'actor considered in the furnis2ings 

and equipment of the auditorium. The sloped floor with comfortable seats 

permitted visual and physical comfort. Yne splendid surroundings of fine 

woodwork, and frescoed walls, all superbly lighted by 

the hardsoille chsLdelier crea~ed an aesthetic atmosphere to remove patrons 

The stage was equipped to 

best possible -..,.,.,-- ,-- .-
::l- v_._,:;; v0 In " J- ~ .. 

li.JS j_J...ffi-

space, the \.Jheeler stage a :::ncder:c city theater of that 

might have had: eizht dressing rooms, the finest obtainable scenery 

produced by professionals, the 7ery latest lighting equipment and appli-

:~~allyJ a tech=-i ,ian to handle the equipment and build any 

t::-:e no use 1 pac1-<ed by citizens a!ld 3 

theater. 

SC~J~, April 26, 1889, p. 4. 



.L::l }feu York, ov-er half a continent auay from Aspen, Ralph Heill 

was approached about equippiDg, sta.ffJ.ng, and opening a fine opera house 

in a mowJ.tain mining tot~n. His employer-to-be was a Jrillionaire 1Hho had 

sold .:-::...s ~Jew York: bl1sir1.ess to ;30 '!'des~; ott.~.e:-s 17~ere golng there to see~c 

.::~ort;u~~es. 'iieill accepted '::-:a ;;;::-ofessional emplo;yment and by mid-February 

o.f l8S9 1 lle too '!.Jas :..n -::.ne ~~Jest. 

ter about the ~~Theeler managers begins with Weill 1 s 

arrival in Aspen wl"len construction of the third floor opera house was 

.. :e 1.-:as the first o:, :ive sen who :nanaged the ~-!heeler Opera 

House from 1889 to 189~. Hoh' all of th.ase :uen were selected is not 

known, but the usual practice of securing an experienced man for a new 

J. B. 'r:..'1eeler vecture p:'evailed with Weill 1s appointment. The first 

t:;hree :r.c.ne.gers '\<:ere pro:essional theater men; the other two were some-

time ~·:::,3e le: 3awk accepted the management of the 

Primarily, 

In some c2.sas; not4e-ver, it is ::ecessary to ir .. clGde instances of the type 1 

size, or reaction of an aucienca because these were direct results of 

advertising pro:::otion or the attempt to obtain top-quality programs by the 

manager.:;. 



F.alph :,[:;ill 

~~ Febru2r71 1689, and with professional 

First, he described 

the grand f"U~nis~n.i~gs c.r:G :~..:~:a scenery ordered. Next, to point up the 

high quality of his techc~c2l cssis~~~t, he announced that Robe~t J. 

with Vxs. James Potter Brown in New York, would be the proper man. 

Finally, to give an idea of the type of entertaiThuent that would come 

-::.o :-;.aYe the popular sir.,_;=::-, 

~·fiss E:n.rna Abbott, open the \Tneeler; but because of her husband 1 s death, 

she had ra'G:;..rea from the stage .1 This was 'tie ill 1 s first booking problem. 

\Teen :1e •..;as in ~ie',.; York a month lat.er 1 to further publicize the 

opera ~ou.se a.r:u give it v:..,;e, ~Veill told the 

tb.at -ci:e 5,000.00 ope~~ ~c-se •r lspen ~~c been christened ~~he 

Wb.eelaru in honor of Jero:n.e -. ... ,.._. .., 
5., iJnee..Ler, a well-known Ne·d York business-

man and Colorado investor. Actually, 11leill was in New York to purchase 

11all the necessary adjuncts for a first-class theater 11 and he emphasized 

·how all the furnishings would add to the decor and elegance of the house 

(see 

and booking plans also . ' ' 
C'??·.:i:,. I1 :,:;:2: G tS 

revealed by Weill. In ad~ition t.o c~t:er, well lmowrn to ' . ' ~ -'GCeat.r.:t..cai 

people in the East, Mr. Burke of the Chicago Opera House hed been engaged 

to ?aint the scenery, and J. Alexander of the Denver Tabor Grand was to 

be in charge of stage construction. ?ossibly 11leill had visited the Tabor 



se=-'lices 

Peter HcCourt may have 3t of so~e first-class enter-

progra::a. Eo\::S'l..sr, it 3G8::1S likely that ~lleill ac did not know what 

bookings he '..Tculd h:.:;.ve, or elss thought such. na:ne attractions offered 

good pu'ol:tcity1 because over hal£' of those listed in the following an-

nouncemeLt did not appear at the ~fuealer. 

The house will be in Pete NcCourt 1 s circuit and time is conse­
quently sl:-e,::dy ~oocked. ~~c11g tl~G zttractions that 1-1ill e.EJpear are 
E. H. Southern (sic), Tha-ccher 7 Primrose and \·Jest's Minstrels, 
Mlle. Rhea, 1A Leg5l Hreck, 1 The Lyceuru Theater Company, R. B. :•r.s.ntell, 
}fme. Modjeska, rtv::~~:13. ~Jc:.::as ~ Boot:: a;:c ~·'""":~:"ett a:::d others. The Colo-
rado ftfid~e.nd Railroa.:i •;~ill J:.::;.~-:e of vi-le combinations easy. 

Actually \.Jeill :,o s long enough to 

arrange for the ~-J:neeler opening and its efficient financial operation, 

i'or he made this statement: 

:-':, is our intentioi1. to c~cn t~:<3 ~·Jl:eeler about April 29th and I 
s2all leave the East for ~ls?an aOo:.At tl1e lOth of that rnon:::: to re-
sain there until the thecter is on its ~ay to prospe~~~y. For 
t~e opening performances, the prices will be 52.00 and $2.50 1 though 
the regular prices '..Jill be on the :~1. 50 s tand~rd. 2 

To prom.ote the .opening of the opera house, Weill telegraphed the 

---'-.........:;.;:::......:':::'::.· '::.::.;:rr::.lP:::.~.:::.s :-ec_uesting tb.a t ar: announcement be made that he had engaged 

Conried Opera The Fool, to open 

23 and 24. He added that it 

then playing at the TaCc: cor:.siciered 11 a grar:d 

operatic treat.n3 Booked on Silve-: Cir.::l:it1 it was also to play at 

2.:r,'\"' l·t::rch 26, 1889} ~ ') 
:...:::::_:_; . -'. .... 

5 .... --:)'r: April 18, 1889, p. 4. 
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the Tabor Grand Opera ~o~sc :...n on the night before the H;_'ieeler 

. ' ., .. a-cr...erJ.C.lng 

the gala open,~ng "' .. O.L ~:,ne ' . nls name. Heill was no 

doubt stuTh~ed, anc Aspo~ites, a little hurt by Wheeler's obvious lack 

of interest. They had bec=m delighted to learn that .Vtr. \.[heeler would be 

pr~ser;.t for the grand. opening and i1aa started preparatior,s nto tender 

' ' n.1m a banquet as a toke~ of his public spirit 

ment of 1;.spen .. n Disappointed, they cancelled their plans wnen they 

learned he p1anned to leave ::he following day for New York to be pres-

ent at -r,ne centennial celebration 01.' tb.e inaugaration of George t,Tash-

4 .• .... ng~on. Then ne - ' . 
exp.Lci12.~lon as he came out on 

business for the Grand ~iver Coke a:::.C. Coal Company and did not know the 

opera house w-ould be 'l 

\-leill' s efforts to publicize the opening oz ... t::e ~~~eeler 

a financial success began the very day he returned to Aspen. :-Ie placed 

tickets on sale at the Cor~er Drug Store, advertised sale of the two 

boxes to tbe highest bidders, aLi stated that he had to guarar.tee 

$2,500.00 to get the opera co72pa-:1y to • .\. reporter "' , ... cnec.:--::ec. on ticket 

sales and v::-ote thct ;~2 .. 50 r.r,.rs.s ~very~ reasor:ab:e for the opera, house 

a~d tnat seaV3 were bei~g taken so rupidly ~tey would probably ~3 go~e 

4uorot11y }'1 .. Degitz 1 °2istor~r of the Tabor Opera House, Leadville 1 

Colorado, from 1879 to 1905 11 (u:1published Master's thesis, Hestern State 
College of Colorado, l9J5), p. 9. 



sealed tids :ror 

1'·;-..~ ,,._.__._. 

~ .. :E:s ~::e idea of 

~lQ not please 

on April 22, 

Ov;ing to the :~ct -::,~-:2-t ~'i.r. J. 3. r:Iheeler objected to the 
auct-:.or.:.i::g off 01~ the 9ro~c:.;:::l1L.rr! :;o1:ss of tile 1;1heeler Opera House 
for the opening night, the manager has decided to set the price 
at $25 each. They will be sold this morning at the Corner Drug , 
store. 0 

Ot"her methods to drm.J a f'ull house were 

TiJeill hs.d a sy::1opsis of ln the newspa~er to ac-

quaint .......... ..-. j ... r"'' 
:;.fl...i._j_;__.:~ ._., :Ii th opera. He planned ano~her 

promot:..on " 'I''_-, ...... r-
W~-""- ,_,. .. ,:. ~o those not particularly 

edvertise:nent announced, 11Grand Fencing 

for a purse or~ $.l50. 00 offered by Aspen Citizens. 11 The Vienna 

lady fencers of the Cor.:.ried Comps.n.y con~est foils and croe.ci-

for three prizes amcu...1ting to :~150.00 offered. by Hessrs. 1t1heeler, 

Gillespie, and 1:Jeill. 11 7 H. B. Gillespie, a leading citizen, was part 

owner of the fa:neC. 1•iollie Gibson i'line. 3 

Hardly a detail for the opening '.Jas overlooked by ~leill. There 

was a huge welcome at the railroad station for the Corxied Company a~d 

. . .:..r: L.er:::...:J:- o:' the :or tl:e 

neon paper on ope~ing d2y (see Ch~pte~ p.25). The fine scenery he 

" 0A~T, April 22, 1829} p. 4. 

(J2nver: ~age Books, 1950 1 p. 



11 u;.c:er his direction. To 

the ladies in attendance ;·w=-'-~ '..;i th the help of a druggist had provided 

per.ftlffi(~d sntir1 f=~ogrems as !,.,-c L_L e..s gift bottles of choice perfume. 

The air wr:-.. s fille"! '!,.;~ Lt: .~elicate odors that sfided an oriental 
touch to the scene. 7nis was accounted for when it was learned that 
C. S. Clute 1 the enterprising Cooper krenue druggist, had come to 
the assistance of Manager Ralph ~.·lei] l. The l.s.t-cer had furnished 
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satin programs for the ladies and these had been perD~ued by Vrr. Clute 
with Atkinson's \fnite Rose. The effect was pleasant in the extreme. 
In &edition, Y:r. Clute rtud prepared five hu..'1dred bottles of choice 
perfumes which were presen~ed to the ladies in the audience, each 
one receiving a bottle.9 

Despite Jerome Wheeler's interference with promotion plans and 

his absence for the opening, Heill's p1ans to make it "the" important 

social event of the ye:rr succeeded. The beautiful theater ".Jas packed, 

and to pay proper respect for the affair, ladies came in ~~11 evening 

dress •• 

Last evening was a mellioraJL8 or-... e in the historv of Asuen. v • The 
occasion was the opening o: -che which has 
been secured to the city through ~ ;~ o:_' :·Ir. J. B. ·~iheeler. 

It. was evident that the people of Aspen appreci.:ned ~he irnportance 
of the event, for they turned out in such numbers that the house was 
crowded, and the scene was made resplendent with the cost~~es of the 
ladies in full evening dress, who thus paid special honor to the 

. ~ ._, ... ~ "' + 10 
open~ng OI vne vemp~e 0~ amusemenv. 

·The Viennese lady fencers made a "hi t 11 with the first nighters 

when.their "fencing exhibition fairly took the house by storm." In fact, 

it. stirred several mine operators and businessmen to arrange with the 

opera company :nanager for an extra e:xhibi tion at three o 1 clock. the next 

day on the 'tiheeler stage. They offered $150.00 in gold as prize money 

9ADT, April 24, 1889, p. 4., col. 3. 

10·-,-, ' "1 24 ~8'"9 4 1 2 ALIL, -t>.pr~ 1 .1. o, p •• , co •• 
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~.-: . .:; css t score against Theodore Rosenberg 

a duel be-

plan of offer::_:-lg :;';.150.00 in prize money to lady fencers. He might have 

thoucht this was a way of creating good will among future opera house 

patrons. The complete story of the d~el as it appeared in the 

follows: 

A FENCER CARVED 

Tnree Times But Gives Her $150 

Eazaes, ;,_Jerry C. Car .:.--~re=._l_) 
eral other gentleme~ 
a•..iarded to any one OI..~ the 

. ' . knmm Gle~r..-ccd Springs 
\tf'neelar I-iot:se 'at 

arc.nl1:.c::c-c. 
3. P .. ~f 4 r 

scc:--e 

J. h. De1rereaux, Jorill C. 
2<:;inr icl-1 Ccnried ar:d se~r-

~~he contest tool~ place 
~r. John C. Ea~ss 

to oe 

the 

. . . a~ a 
<~OZ:.::-Ldl:. or#•::;:_:(~ 

:;..cug gauntlets, ar!d it wa3 seer,. ['rc:.. 0hG tirs t 
th~ v C-J c~J. co~: testant.s rne.::.nt business. 
th~t Mr. ~o2e~Cerg had fought seventeen duels as a student and five 
while in the ar~y and was a fencing master. There was very little 
exagge.rstion atout t:Uis and Ivfr. Rosenberg nas upon his face the n1a.rks 
of three terrible s-word •3ncoilllters fought in Jena, Austria. 

?-ve:::yor:..e -who visited 'C~1e opera house Tuesday and Wednesday noted 
trne derk-hai~ed f·iiss Ja:;ema::J tr~to towered in height aOOve all the 
res:, :Jf tile; :ence:-s ar ... ci too;: all tt.:; prizes, where she was interested, 

oJ.c-~-::. :~roru.. -cne :J of ~he fight. ~1r.. Roser:C2~5 w~as a 
little Ce~t0r off in th~s respect because he had come froffi Glenwcod 
Sprir:..gs 1 oc_j_y about 2,000 fe.:;r. nea.:;:-er sea level. 

~f.r Rosenberg had a lit-;:;le the advantage of the girl bec:mse his 
plas~ron, or jacket? besides bein6 of hea·rJ duck, was stuifed with 
deer hair, but the gentlem~1 1 s gauntlet was too large for hihl which 
put l1i:n at, 3oc:.3 

_-...: -~ - ..;.. 
_._ ............ ,.;) <-..~ 

c:.,. it was 
:;-,a tcted. 

batt~e 
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~c pro-
·ve~~ Oisl cucumGer. :r1 .:',;.c :-.,, · ,::-t ·,;;;.:::. l:l hl3 e::i::::ruan t,., i·:is s u 's 
face 1..l2.S a study as set:,~1 the ::.;i:re helmet. He~ :103 tr ils 1Jere 
diste:c.ded wide. Sht3 ,_..:_._ •.Yilt a;., ucr eyes at her ot:por .. c3UG, and they 
crossed swords in ea~nes~. 

They ~:. .. ~i_ !..Jh :~::a G arc~ called Oro;_;_d 3~10"L""ds} of the 
fl~. Rosenberg says L..l1c~y- are dull, but itis was shara er .. ough 
Yrlss J ageman twice on the right arm. arid once in the hip .. 
he wes fish~ng for a rrQ~ulOU and cauGrrt a w~ale. There is 
b"J.t that, while he won t£1e prize in a score of 17 to 15, 
hands full to do it. 

f:.nest steel. 
to cut 
He said 

no quest:.on 
he had his 

There 
utes, with 
tw·enty-or:.e 

"!were tv:o lTihl::gs, the firs~ lasting 20 a:lla the last 15 win­
an ~nte~~ission of seve~ ~nutes between. ~here ~ere 

in the swc~d ar3 and o~ce en the 
WCiS CUt. twice 

V;:-. Rosenberg received 
a sc~at.c~ on t,he left ':b.est~ ~,.,/8'28 all tl1e casu_al ties. 

~4...z:,t2:r the .:irst -= -::,:.1e contesta::t had the two W01L'1ds in 
her a!'.:n bo1~nd up by her fri·:::?:ci3 1 ~#~ho 5·2~~, to thoroughly liJ."'iderstru""'ld 
tr1.is b~anch of_ surgery and d::d the wor:( G.eftly. She lost. "";1ery little 
blood during the contest, bu~ the bandages being ~oo ~lgn~ 1 they ~ad 
~o be loose~ed last night, when considerable of the red fluid escaped. 
Notwit..'J.standing this and though sne fainted once, while :n tne •..,rings, 
she had seven set-tos on the stage and won a prize as the best lady 
fencer .. 

it 
After wiru1ing the 

over to his banished who receive::i - -;--

. - -
',I.J .... _J nana.ea 

with GharJ{s .. 

The report that $1000 was bet on this contest p~oved upon investi­
gation to be a cana:rd. l'·lr. Roser1.bei"g had a certi.=ied checl< of :~500 
which he asked ?11'. Conried to cover but the laj:_t;er did not have suf­
ficient confidence in ~·fiss Je.geruan to risk it .. LL 

Whethe:- -cl:e Jageman-::=:osenberg duel or poor advance ticket sales 

prompted it, \·ieill deciG.sd 00 c~t prices in order to ha~1e a .full house 

~:~e second t. Balcor:y c!;.si:::-s !Jere reduced w :~1 .. 50 and ger:eral ad-

illi3sion was or.ly a ao~lar. ?a~~~et seats were Celd at the original price 

~"' '::'.2 50 12 
UJ.. •. ;; ,. • 

1ll'i'1m il .. ?i.~il 25, ~ 

.L.-~1 ;!• 4· 

12t:T, • • "'!" 24, j_8S9, p 4· Aprl.L . 
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" . . 
\.JOnrlea oa a 

. .. 
G8SC::-:.22 

of 

Booth a~d B~~~ett 1 well-knoun and popular actors on tour, could not be 

booked to ope~ tne house over again since the opera company 1 s performance 

. . 

i~\:ct:i. z.:c:td :C2.rrett are to be ln :Cenvei- next week. Ca::'t they be 

The seconC 

are .m.::.:...1y peo,?:a here who have never seen 
is no one \-:i-:o has seen hin who '..Jould miss 
ega~~. would draw packed houses ~n 

of .P-.. spen 1.~Ivuld feel thu -c 
dedicated. There is no use in 
tment th3.t follo~,led the perform-

just been here, so let us have 
2arre0t to come and the house will 

tor t~'1e ope:--3 ~ouse consis~ed of local enter-

....... . .. 
'C~li"QGiiG 

-.",.....- ......... .,·,..... 
..,~ ...... u...t. "-'""'-" 0:..~:.3:,~2.::~ 

advance story for it repeated dissatisfaction oi the Conried •s 

peri'orw.ance and indicated to Heill that Aspen had ·musical talent quite 

capable oi' openi~g the opera house. 

be re~:ae::\5G at ~{le ~tneeler Opera House on 
a::d tl:1e ?ec.~{ 5 is , n ought to dra1;1 bet tar 

:t the . '. . ' ,.... 
v;·l \:n :.. V3 ,::;o-;:e:r L 

~~e G?era ~a~sa of 
by tl:.a p~ople of :':....s-p32 7 ~fric..-:l ::s ~ .. :8 

:':'"lis will really 
: ... or the ·2eo?~e and 
to do it, The 

or, 2~..2. -c.eur Aspen his tr i..o::--..c ~2. :e:.: ~ the. t :..::. goinJ to open 
i3 of rr.:.;.:c .. :.. ~1::.gz-~a:" order in every res;.ec 0) bu~ t~e.s tri.ca.l r,raining, 

il1~:~~ ~o se<~ soc:a _fine e..ctir:t; 1 o..::~: il.&.a.:- 3028 singin_g that nona 
or' Co:c.rie:::i 1 J Co;r:.pa:c.y could ever imitate much less equal.l4 

, ...... 

..J-) l"'"""'f\' 
~) .~pril 25, 1339} . 2. 

0,('1"'\ ~;.pr:.l .::.~} :-'• 4 . 



nousc, J. 

J.\. Godat 1s s 

"G:ra played l. ·~ H the 

12s a suggestion from the that the same 

group 

If As?en audiences r¥.JG.nted ttsorr\eti"1ing standard n and with good 

An I:- ish play, 'E'1e Iv:r Leaf, per-

cZie n.::.;;::t-c to a 11large well-

.... 'f('< ........ 
~ ..: J • also 

'*co. ~:ne .;;:ress 

vions 

l'1is at:di(;:-.. c :1.::: 
;;.~ 

':leill 1..1as pleased •:~itb tl1e good house for The Tv:r Lec.f, but the 

good he wanted demanded too 

Also) he could not predict v1hat 

1tfheele::- ?'::. trc:1s wou.La s-;.:.ppor G since ne had to cut prices to fill the 

opening, and even the highly-publicized 

i ,_ ·-..., -; ~ 
~ ._,-..,.v_',...;._ --

Yanager 2alph A. - -- ~' 

in 8:-i::gi:-:g ~;1r. Po:,Jer ar:G ;..l._;._.;;. 

---~~ :::,e~:al~""' sto!J here 1 :... .. 0: ... 

1·lhen the hard-working ·man-

', l,D8 not only explained it, 

\.;0 ".1 .. 3•.:; 

A..spe:-1 

Kor does his efforGs 
t~e papule= expression, he ~~ 

anc. Denver in his efforts to 
and is appa::-ently on the high road 

?· 4. 

lS89~ ! ........ 
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.,.~~ --:. _:.:::" of a theatre :.n the .Roc~,;:::r 

:_:3 tc g::;T~ t:ooc. troupes to corr~f::: to tn1.s ' . ' 

'C.~lr-::.s ::<r:a-"':3 
side of the r~nga. .... ";": ~' ........ " ~ c ..... ask to be guaranteed a cer:ain 

~~ch as they would make t~sn~l.y abot1t as 

the;n n~s ge-e -
Then the manager rt~ho "t~ants 

de2.l like ro~.;ing in the fog, 
too .. trut you 1 t the slightest 
id,::;a 't.,;he:··e :.rol~ are to i;:;..r::.J. If the people of Aspen knew 

-;:.hey turned out for the "Ivy !iO':..J happ:r ~1annger ~~:lcill :~cj_t aL tha tJay 
w-o~:ld be incliY:ed to do it and again especially 

~-~;~e di.f:'i~~:~-Gies he 1../as l&boring 
he is ~~~ to please them.lS 

under, and the Hei:CU-

use a as a public hall bec::;rr;o:; to be ,....,_ -~ ~" -
.._ .... '....J'""'J'--

Members of 

' l ·)o~le"ty so]d tickets at $1.00 apiece for a 

~~~~~rical companies to come to Aspen.20 

bat ween ~ ~ . ..., "" 
;i82.J .. .]__ i-'Icco~~t is but Weill did not 

Just sovGrl ~eeks p:--eviously, he would re-

it was De had actually 

contracted for short-term em?loyr.~ent or had quit simply because ne could 

not cope with prcgrGm and booking , -
proo..Ler:1s 1 no explanation was made public. 

During t~e next month only one professional troupe played the 

house and }obert Cutler ass~ued rr~nagerial duties. For Decoration Day 

Corrx~de Cutler deco~ated the \>Tneoler Opera 

w~ ou1tinJ s~ars anc stripes and festoons for Winfield Scott Pos0 

:.s. i·1c.y 9, 1 ·~".- I 
.;_C;0'-}1 t..t• '4 . 

19: .. t~la.y ., ' 1369, p. 4 ~} J..4, . 
20 

~~:o.~T 15, 1829, p . i ... 
21 ":"'iT\ 26} ... ...... t ... Q 2. l..UO .1 1 ~..J • 
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L~ta~, listed as ac 

• 11 , b ... ' "" •;'?'1 "bl · !r.r •""'., ~Theeler a0tractions that ~ad aLready een ooo~eG 1 '~/ possl y oy ~el~L. 

On .:rune 23 a orief ne;;;:>paper anno:lr<Cr:ment. stated that Ralph ':Jeill 

had res~.c;r:ea ;::;.s mana::;er of the ':fneeJer .:md H. R. Woodward of New Albany, 

Indiana, h.::d acce p~ed tl-.e pos i ticn. 11N:;:-. 1.-ioodward was once manager and 

o~~er of the Bijou Theater of Xev Albany • Be seems to be a yo1;ng man of 

. . 1.. tl2' aol 1ty. ,.. No other information about the new manager was made public. 

R.obe~t .r. Cutler 

nas been appointed manager of the \.fueeler 

Opera :-!u;;::::e, curt notice ended 

T 
tJ • B. arrived 

about which the press had not com..'1iented. 

in Aspen just two days before26 the appointment 

and v;as probably r-esponsible for the c!'lange in r:1a.YJ.a.gers .. The rress ap-

proved of Cutler who apparently '.las capable. 

:{r. Cutler has been the efficient stage manager of the house since 
:it3 O;=ierri::1g and on no shoulders worthier could fall the full managerial 
rGc.n-::,.:.e. 7he .:c;Jse ;_:nder his direction is sure to be cor:ducted so as to 

V'C: ;:;ot. :;-:.,:j s LD.3 t c11use for gru:llbling. The retiring m.::maeer, 
~ir ...... ioo~w2..rd ~"':..:l :re~ln ln )~spe:-1 and engage in some new enterprise. 27 

24ADT, June 23, 1839, p. 4. 

,.-,/ 

~0\,.-.m 
~J 

27,-,..., 
~· 

Ji.l..l..j"" p. 

1389) 

I 
<+• 

4. 

L 
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mo and 

bc.d J..:r how.e.28 Kate, another 

, h::;.d. ar~i \red Since Ct.:.tler was originally appointed 

Oec3~e stage manager, Kata wight 

have been ~mployed, aLso. E8r capability in handling properties was noted 

Vfueeler oper...ing. 11Miss Kate Cutlar is the 

art,:i_::r"C u.n.der wr:ose m::1gical tollch the stage can be transforrr18d in.t.o a seerr.t-

ing ?.:1.::-acise. 11 29 

?ossioly the arr~vaL OL his f&~ly indicated to Aspenites that 

Catler a::d active in co:~~tuuiity affairs. At any 

approached Dlill about forrr~ng an a~ateur 

d.ra.Inatic associ·ation -co He 

took an active interest in it and assured the group that use of the opera .. 
house could be had at the least possible expense. As these plans were 

carried a piece from the 

Ne~s attesti~g to his long professional experlence and acqual~0ances. 

;Job H- l ci ~ 1 Cutler well know-n 1':1S a st<J.ge machinist in Ne•.,r York 
~~~~ ~v ~~: '-' J 

for ""'"e .L<>"'" 2'J yeo.rs has become w.anager of the handsome new opera 
house in the t~rri·ving tow0. of Aspen, Color2.do. Ee will have many 
callers c...-:lc·c:; "tht3 profession, and renew many an old friendship during 
t:1e season.JO 

Cooked 27 the Goodyear l:,1ins trel Cor:.-

pany would 5ive two per~or~2~ces and t~~t he was of the opinion that good 

-..; ., 4 - ..: .,....,.:~ succe:-::::~.r-~:-.,.~1 v~c~s ~ou~~ ap~ear ~n ra~~u ~~--·- J 

.)0 

August 13, 1889, p. 4. 

April 23, 1389, 

.J\:l::r 

p. 4. 

... 
; ..... 

Cutler 1 s boo~ing proDle~ 
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.,... 
-""' ~·..;~ 1 ~-~ <... at on .Ac:gust 22, 

?o"'~-::- J:.fcCou:c~, Sihrer Circuit r::::mager, also arrived 

of G.ITY kind u.r. !~il the middle of Septer;:;ber. 

in the 'tfueeler sa:.; 

opener of the 1889-1890 fall and 

rezt o~ 1339 the house was generally well 

.:1nd T.h~::r-c ~iias no criticism of Cutler or 

~'"aried Kippur Cow1ty 

Episcopalian Sw~day night se~vices, an elocu~ianary contest, and local 

concerts 1:larc ' ' -CCCK8G between professional theatricals Yhich 

to a c;~~3t~~s ~~~~~ee of stereoptican viehs and a visit from gift-

of professional 

bookings at tl-le ~·!heeler as Shru<espearean tragedy, 

pere:n.:1ie..l 7:;nc1e Tore 1 s Ca~bin played to good housas. 

otD.er coutiLued to use the house. Cutler, 

c.;;;c.:::-::o quite disturbGd when a compa.."ly arrived to 

booked., The 

?eter McCc~t 

• ..,.ugust 23, p • I ..... 
,)j. August 22; 1889, p. 4. 

17, 1839, p. 4. 

27, ?· 4. 



was 

- - -.:--. :.J ,L D. ;J.::1 

"· 

t::e rer.~,;er 
11 Tne T:iom:.::;-: 
booked to play 

that the opera house 

The ope~2.. neuse ~:c:.:=t boe~L engaged for that £ifonday evening by 

St. Mary's Guild of the Epi3copal Church for a musical entertaiTht:ent 

t:::at Xate C:c.tler had ass.i.sted i:n ;?roducing .37 "fjhether Kate was just 

ass is t~:u group cr ac 

_•.: ·- . ..._ 
... -- ~--: v 

subst:i. tutin,g for ner sick father was not 

tad trea:Jurer of the ~-.beeler 

tment had osan made, 

directing menage~ent wnile 

of illness was not 

rsves.le'B., h:.1t early in Narch a -::-eporter wrote that he was out again after 

act.ors. 

at the 

to the 

-·----' 

- "' . ' ~ 

.Ll.l1l.l.-::eG 

oi Elks, as were ne all 

' . DlS i.ll:t1ess, a3sisted the few other Elks 

ve a complimentary banque~ at the Clare~don :-1otel 

-.... ,,-
..._..,_~,...,; ~- ~ 

~.-, - -~ 

' ~; c· 
' J 

" . .. :~~rc.n 1890, 

16, 1090) 

) 

: 

-., . 
p . 
'"' '-' . 

4. 

I 
"+• 

Most of the 

~ . 
4 , 
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for about a year, its 

.~00.00 ~r~::er l!cense ~as aue to be re~e~sd.41 Cutler followed the 

of submittiu;; a T,_ .. :--it~en petition to the city (~ouncil 

one Ionth before expiration dat2 o~ ~h0 license. Obviously, so~e c1s-

a theater license ordinance was 2u0ro-

a second-class theater at ~·200 .. 00 per arillum. Distincti.on between the 

t't..10 classes ~as ~ot wentio~ed, but been based on seating 

or not a bar was of 0he . . ' t.near.er. 

':'he ~·ihee 1 er ' . 
~~~ea~er :.n !tspen and had ~o bar facilities 

..... ~ J 
. ' 0tle "1 .. 1b.o considered 

variety t.nea~ers as ?laces 

'" - ...... ~"~'"""~· .... 
_...:.: ....... J~ "J .... .::::; ~;.;ere 30 

a3 Ge ?aced 0he floor ana empna3ized his re~a:Ks with his lis0 on the 

Yayor 1 s desk. 

of 
Gentle~en, L see 

the r:};...,_;~r;] (;I" O·:Je~G 

tl:e m.otiva 
House. 

oi this ordinance to raise the license 
is an unfair discri~~nation and I 

be 
or 

:~2:. ~,ii:eeler has expended ~~~75,000.00 in b11ildin,g a beauti­
:~at is a great credit to OGT town. It is well kno~TI 

a legitiillate p:sy; 
~:-.:.r:: 00~-:G·.:· ~·.;,:; [:~'"t•3 \tC::":_e ,:l ..:;::c;~ .. :3. -~t :.l:a .. ,~""heeler opera ~ouse we can. 
:..:.: .. -:e ot::- "'i.;=._v2s {~::~ <.::-::.._:-,··~_;c; o:.::e~ :;:,lL:..ces suck the blood f:r:o:7.. 

-: ~": ~-:- -, ,­
(),..... ..... v ...... .....; 

. , ... -- ....... -
N...r- 1.J.I..o.·_..U-.~ 

Go., i600. h~pen Licenses, Sec~ion 277. 



Latta 

status and sea he consicicred it 

a busiucss --.-.-'--.:::: 
1..)\_., '...;~ ~l+ W:l..J...l.lng to dr=- ve Ol:t all 

thea t.er's, and Palace bacausa of 

their local 

r:le k11ow tl1at ~·1.r. ~f.t:e>aler built his opera house to m.:~.:e money o.nd 
that it is Ori~gi~g in C~g returns. He gives entertai~rtents three 
o:r feu:- times 2. week and the house is filled with lOOO at .00 and 

.. 50 eac£1. 
people .. 
inste~d 

All thi3 ;'TlOl1.8J- goes au~ of tov.rn and is a drain on the 
T•, 
J...L I were the council I would TI';.ake the license $4,000 a yea;:-

of ~400 and drive them out altogether. The opera 
no benefit to us. On tl1e otl1er h3.nd Charley Boyd and Tom 
ploy the people here a..'1d the money is spent here in to;..m. 
:1::;1e to be rtm ::Jy someone a11d it as well Oe by 
Tom iV:oore as anyone else .. 

l10l1SC is of 

Alderman Glassbrook suggested tl~at all three theaters be charged 

~?400.00 1\lderm3n Leona~:G Latta. Carson, who 

had act~a.l J'acts about the \(D.ec2.ar opera~:,ion, ended the discussion by 

~ "'"""\- ' " .... 
wu~_....._...."-'"- ope:-a slnce 

to 
. . 

~:::t--_C.t~r COOK 

,_ ,_,,,-i 
...... fJ .o.lc..-•-4 .GO 

the t:LT~e l t, h;J.d opened to the _t~irst of J a:1uary. The ordinance •.•o.s tabled .42 

~,To dOiJ.bt, Cutler lea!'ned of -:he S?i~i ted city cour:cil ~i:..scussion 

He left for Denver the next 

?.emi::iscer..t of ',ioill' s lo.st trip to Cenver 1 Cutler 1 s ar.J:ounced pur-

was ato t:.'"J to getn the ?opular nBoston IdeaLs" (The 

~-:.o·;ever 1 he tootc nls ailing daugl:. ter, Carrie, 

"Hith altitu.de and planned to in uhe 

' -
tirne .. 4.J u.e several days later, ret11r::, 

---------------------------------------------
f. '. / - .,..,~ --- ·, :) _L(', ... J . 0 . - ; 

J 
·' "• - ~~. 1..(i . : / 4 ........ . -- L ,.,.... ~ .l . . 



~etu:on 

.""1.:­
UJ. 

-· . ;:.,cs~or,~::..c_n.s 

Cutlarts 

to COi:~e 

arrival of the Postage . . ... ~ 

COlGGlQ·~Q 1rJi t£1 the 

for two nights at .... 
~..tne 

the comp~ny belonged to the Order of Elks 1 

tho ti;.'1g Cutler cn1r1 a 1-..ew o-cher ted 

of:'e:'::.:1g hospitalit:;r to their v=..sitin~ brethren by arran.gln.g an e~T_J(3: .... -

taiw~ent for them right on the After the h&d 

fallen last net actors changed, 

. . -
..:ac ...... ::ec 

~l~s :.i1 VJ.~c city a.n.d have it date from the ad1Ien t c f t!'ie ?o3 ~.s..gs .:. 

romn"-7 ~" ts~e~,.n45 v llJ:-C>ii"' .;_"'- •• ;;:' • 

The "on stage 11 pa:ty '.-nl:n brother or~ Aspen and the theater 

for the next day .Aspenites le.s.rned that 

he WOilld recognized and appreciated his 

-... 
'-

of the S'L:.CC8S3 of 

~<a ret 25, 1390, p. I 

4· 

I::: ..... ~,..,.-..-..:... 27, - 4-.... ,...-~ 
·- •o..:O.l. \...J 1-.i. 

_;_,_, .. 
-' ) p • 

La ~~nrch 
r,/ 
.::.o, ld9G> p • 4. 



60 

-, '""; ~ ,_, 
j ~ ~~' '..4 in c.e 

said tb.e 

Carrie, could not li 1re in tn.~ i.Lt als 

Very quickly, - -.o_~o.J ,_.._.:,. ·.:;. dGc:i.ded upo:c. 

the theatriCal tradition of ;i ving a Ccnefi t ~erfor:1:ance ±~or G11tler as a 

fittin,g to their porular manager. The 

' ~ oerore b.is '"'"' de:_Ja:rture. n40 professio~al taieGt 

beC2.U38 Aspen=s home talent 

and u::derstar:ciing assis~2.nce prepared the trappropriate~t attraction ~hich 

was wall ·advertised Compli~entary Oe~efit to 

~o Rir.: .... ~, t:l3 }la:'l~Y Frie::G.s of Aspen. t\ n. 

~~3icsl Olio and Laughable Sketct. 

honor n~m wi~h a receptio~ ~~~Jr the shc~.49 

The benefit .. .... ..... 
lnCJ..llded talent fron1 whis-:, ling ~rocal soJ..os 

through clog n.u.."T!bers ar:a child~en. 11 His own daugh~r, T • 
uOSle, sang the 

topical song 11 I Like It-- I Do. 11 G~2. terul for tb.e generous courtesy s[:ot"'n 

aGJllrers, 

47/G~ _. __ ., £1arci1 

48A ~~n 
;!-_]) _L! :·"!arch 

../··-· 

Cutler . ~ . .. 
~cG.:::.n:ea 

27 J 1890, ?· 4· 

27} 1,390, ?· 2. 

-.- J 

eve::yone. 50 

~ -- '_....,......,--..: •Jc...;..c,'"' -.,~-:; ·~ 

Jolt 



. . . 
-~,. .. ....,- - ~ -< 
1-Ju........l....:_ v...;..:.:;.J .ln .Aspen 

a local nevs~aper 

L~c~ of theatrical career OF~G~-

~usical Josie of 

~\ate 

Gl.S Gecision. 

""": - '\-1+­...L...:: L ,_., of 

a job waiting for 

l.Sis3 uC~::_:; Cutle.:- w·l10 h2S c:-~2I'!.:Gd ;i..3pen lJ:_th r:er Slng:;_ng_, ;;;::.__.:_1_ 

u~::.;.:.~ :l s:::e-:: '.<<:tCU.lar o:;;crs. cc~;;o..::y on her retur"~~ to l'Jew York:.. T!-~e 

,--
a3=.~c:u o( success.,:I.J 

~, 

C.ei:c.::.t.)4 

~amily a fe~ Gays later.55 

years' 

r-r 
ii • B. 

experience on the . ' 
s~age ar:a is 

ther left Aspen a week after ~ne 

Cochran 

~na of pro:ess::on~J.. ~be2.ter rrlannc:err1ent of the 1lheeler cane when 

D. 
, . 
uac..G.ran 7 becallie rasponsible 

in theater ,_, __ ""-..--"'< 
"'-''-.1-.J ,_ .-'"' < :- .._) 

to 

~ ..: ";"» 
._.._..._ v"-·....-.:. .::s ·.::~:::s:er Opera House. u56 Thore 

Cutler iad Defore 11Several ushers 

51·:--, i:.pril / 

18907 2. 
~' 

o, p. 

52 -.,, "\:;·ril ~ ' 1390, p .. 4. :.:::::::_, _LliJ 

53 

- '"\ :.l _i..Uj . ' . "+ . ----

55 .:..;;r 2.1 
/ 

4 ..LCJ ·:) . . 
56 " - " -- i 4 ----

_, 
; ~ . . 



,....,~,_,,_, --.,. <: 
~---' ..) ... ,_ .. 'i 

? 

0 

the . . '. 
<:.::.rr:<::~lon, 

. . . 
;:v .. :. ~..:: r.:: .-:. playod to 

the two railroads' po?-

to GlenVIood Spri:cgs 1 

idea of brin;ins ou~siders to the ~h1eeler to increase business. He 

Wl 'Gi1 the Lenvcr and Grnnde ?.ail ... for a 3pecial 

s a~d Carbondale to Aspen ~a 

on Jur:e :'llrc;J.ase of tl:ea ter 

tickets incl~~ed ~at:=_an to .i.\spe:::; :--et:lrn ticl<ets were sold at 

s~ngle pror.:c::.ion lor patrons outaide Aspen, 

Coch~::;_~ us0c a~o~~er ?lan to entice local ~eople. He pursuaded Captain 

theater train it1 the 

ience t:i:.: t fi:leC. e;v·er;I sec .. ~ in t~e house, including those in ~ue bo~zes. 60 

which . ~ ... .. 
lnC..LUGCQ seve;:al 

,....a -..,.....-.f""·''"""" 
~c;. V.i. u ... _..::>) Cochran lo\-Iered prices 

--- -----------------------------

57' T'·" .. ~f:.·:: '2-<J, 1590, p • 4. £:::::::.._::;_, --'-

c: :::· - ~,.., li:390, I ./~ "··--.:.J< p. ~} v ...... J, .. ......, j_,c;:..' '+• 

59 -,"TO -:_::-:e ~ I 1890, p,. I 
..::...::.....=..._ ... v .;_t._1 4• 

6C ~ ~r;t 
.:.....:::__; Ju!:e 15 J 6. 

:t:.r:c 23 1 



. 75 b.:::lcc ~25 for 

,.,,,~ '~ 

t .... ~t:: 

\in len 

).~;-., ~~pc~3r:tly to secu~e bookings. 

--:> - v ...... _._ ........ ,.} 
~ ' ' ' 

~-J-:r:::r: .. ~:.se::~a;:: cs listed ' . Olffi as manager in-

for .. 
t.i13 Tabor Grsr~.d wo:.lld also the next season 

vaca~lons, ~nd he added th2t the opera house had been dark for 

wee~ so it could be thorous~ly cle~ied ana recarpeted.64 

Although Cochro.::J. naa '.Jo-,Jked just one professional anG one norue 

2n ..:~ugus he 2..::Jo wcr ::cc: 

.,. ··- ' ~ verome cto0a1.., u • /Pneelel:~ lent the rorrr;.er Clarendon 

B. E. ?t.iiLrs and m • f 2::r--<bee, :~60 'I 000. 00 to build the .Jercr;;e J. • . '. 

Eo tel but -c::ey C01Ald not. ffi0.~(2 l\:; Da7 65 . " ' so 1Nneeler took over ownership, 

Ade.~s ar .. d 

_, _____ ,~-"--
.:;, 

" '.; 
" ' ") .:.. -. 

C) ;: .. : ~ "- .1. ? . "' ·' . 
!.. ... ( 

r~ry c 
,:. I ) ." . ..J . 

/ o:5 
' ;·;...~3 " 2" :') . 4 . .. J I 

/ oc AW';TJ..S t ..c ? . 4 . 



On ..LV 3e.3.SOt"J. at 

from the previous 

spri:-1g thnt a gocd i:, house .. To insure 

of the great ac~or Ro~ert 

iv1antell, Cocn:-a::-1 ~rra~ged another thee.. te:' train from Glenwood Springs 

for ~·4Ta.ntell 1 s second night perfor:nance .. 68 1\.pparently 1 the h.ou~e 

1:12-s filled; noted tl:at the ar, tht 

;,rneeler in a long time and an exception to the rule bece.use it was a 

financial success.69 

?assi.Oly anott.e:- e:{cepr.,.:i.on to tl1e rule occUJ:'"red wheiJ. a 

sociaj_ coliJiiill bad atte~ded the opera. 

also :J.o~ec played at opera house 

The ttothersn were named ar:a 

\:Vwn ~o look over t~1e flvlden Srrrelting and iv~ining site ana scr:1e buildL1'}g 

plans. 70 The new~s l -cem ~..;ns co:---"sister:t '..Jl. T.,n 'ti~at seemed to be the Times 

practice of rcgc.r6.:_ng T:fneeler a3 Aspen 1 s rrtillionaire benefactor who pre-

i"e:rreci w rerrt:.i:1 out oi' t!:-le li~Jeli~ht 1r:hen publicity for others aided 

~ . ' 
00GGI'3.rl 'S 

o?. ~·" Se ?Ge::::er 10, 1890, p. I 
~J '+• 

/M 

Ob •. r- ,;; ·~ ' 25; ::.390, p. 4. '1 ~ ,; J.. ' 
we:;:=.,~:::ser 

?~ 

0'} OC'l..:Jb(.!~'"' 
~ 

..:.1 J_;~(~ .")' ~ . 4. 
r.· 

T: .. 
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tter1ded play 

"r - ,-

OLOO~:l and style for +-' • vDJ.S 

~~s Octc~~r program. 

for t~c ploy no7- goe~s, is the that for the 

last month we have had nothing but top of the profession on our 

boarC.s. r:72 

·~'he good programs laced '..iith home talent benefits conti::1Ued, and 

December while Cochran vacationed at his old home in the Eas~, 

J~~y Ryan, a wneeler Bank employee, served as opera manager.73 Cochran 

returr:ed to learn that the fi:-1ancial crisis pending throughout the na-::_on 

had spre.::.d ~o Aspen vnere :::>u•·•c o:J.slnesses hnd failed and others uere selling 

. 7' out, ._. so he Cl t/:l co:zlcil t:.o reduce the wneeler theater 

requested t.h.::n:. -vhe 1"I::ee lor lic.::r:se be :;:-sducGd from S200. 00 to :,PlOO. 00 and 

Denver and tl1e '$25. 00 fee a:, S:..;.lida. The council rsduced it in February76 

and a ;.;eek later passed an ordiz:.ance fixing the license fee for a first-

class T..:~J:~~<:~r at ~~100.00, "01.tt luter an:ended it by striking out "first-

class '1 Comique, Palace, and Tivoli, paid theaters, 
. ~ ... 
.l.DC.i \i.C :.ng ..>O a...t ... 

'7 
I ] 

7L, .. ' rx - --~~J ueccmter L~, 

75 
? J:;,.nuary 27, l09~, p. 2. 

7,) .;, 1391, ?· 4. 

lO, 



t~ ~ocey situation, 

;;.:e Jerome Hotel required busi-

1 - __....,,...., ''"' L. ness efficic~cy o~ Coc~~ 4- -...' ;...t-.:;i...._ \,J ,. 

end-night houses by booking :;ood at,t;;:cc tions for one night only, and 

holding the top price seats a c ~~1. 50 1 the same as it had been at the be-

ginning of the season. His .Plan worked and the Hheeler was filled for 

all attractions. Next, to bring more business to the Jerome Hotel, which 

'"as near the Denver and Rio Grnnde dopot, the resourceful Cochran advc:;:--

tised convenient late dining r-oom hours for possible patrons ret.urr"ing 

:::'rom Glen'.:ood Springs on "C:-w Sunday 11LaundrJ Train. 1178 

- . .... ...._:-.~:; ~-' -""..:.. 3.t ea.se the :finar.cial pinch. Long and ex-

-;;..i0n v·m:- ::line p:coperties had drained his resources, so he 

}line for sale at $1.50 a share,79 a low price for such stock. 

Cochran seemed to sense what audiences wanted and tried to oifer 

~he best a7. the ~.fnee::.er, even if he had to book far in advance. After 

Lilli:::.n I.ewi3 held her au.dience 3pe11bound with her 11 su;Jerb 11 and tien:o-

~ion2.lu acting in pro~ably reminiscent of 0'~odjeska 1 s 

sillilar effect on .As:;:>en :.J.Udier;.ce3 ~n 1089, Cochran anJ1011Jlced that he was 

negotiating to bring l"<odjeska back to Aspen in 1892. 80 

73Af.;T, ~~~ay 10, 1391, ? • 4. 

79\cm 
~) 

Harch 25, - J ? . I .... 



I '-l ....... ; ...._ \ \ ne;;..r .. :~a...l o LC"! 1 J. 

Cochran had tired of his dual 

himsralf 1 ~,or the Ti:;tes ----

stated that lie W3S making t~:.1 ~rip 11 to loo;< a:,.,ter some mining property 

in ti:st dist:.~ict" in t,.r!l.lGU. b.e was interested.81 Two weelcs later Cochran 

,Jero;u.e 2:)~el. \-Tt1eeler lensed the Jerome for six months to Calvin 1'-~orse 

at the \fheeler until the 1891-1892 

"r"'< ·~ • • ' 

~ill. Len, and Schilling•s 

Good a t-cendance ,..;as the general rule 

t stands in Aspen cut their per-

r orx.a:~ca s :.n vrde~ to ...Lea~re 

bookings .. ?roo.s.oly Cochran could do little about it, but a re-

parter ~elt the patrons were oeing cheated when he wTote, It . as long 

as sho~s come to this city on a one-night stand and are in a hurry to 

ca0c;} ;:,c.:; ::..1 o 1 clock train out, pieces will be cut almost in half and the 

arr:.use::er: t will never tne wo1 .. th o~ their money. u83 

On Dece;r,i:)er L., :\.::. ~e 

OrJhans on the fiftee:1tG ar-:~2- 'rs;::;;ar:l o:, the great 1:~ire in New York's 

2rookl:rn Theater where 1:•!iss Cla:{ton :"Jo.ci played the sarr:e part. 

33 

1891, 

p. 4. 

I 
4• 

October 28, 1891, ?· 4. 

.. 
rter nc.:.:e 



~~e~ since ~nen, so Cochran 

for both policemen and firemen 

re-porter considered it pub-

Cochran, with co~uendable foresight, .had assembled the 
:-;o · .i ~·::: ~·o::ce to pre3erve quiet ar.d order in case of emergency, and 
I.'~re lac:iies were on e;;uard with a fair' representation of their nu."":l­
Ce ~ ~~)2: \)re r.:-~e .z."'votli~h ts to catch the first warning. 84 

Cochran seemed deterL~ned that ~fueeler patrons should see what 

they had paid for, so when the ~·l. T. Carle ton Opera Company was ready 

t.o perform he refused to raise the curtain until Hr. Carleton, 

"1iho 'Jas billed 'CQ play Junio, consented to go on. Cochran said that ~ ~ 
-Lu 

'..Jas specL:'icd :..n ~ue cor. ~"'~act tGat Carleton would appear in the cast in 

; .. spen, ~ au "C-~8 33t-:o GGntLaC t. ::ad ~been. made the year before when 

ca-rle~o:t :-"" ~·'C.3ed co comp:Ly wi ;,r;, the terms concerning his performance. 

bu~ Cochran was given 

and requlrlng contract fulfilLnent Wl0D 

tr.~.is compli1.1ent, nl·•lanager Cochran is deserving of highest praise .for in-

sisting 'Ghat ~he performar.ces a~ the 'tlheeler shall be up to the highest 

standar~ A~d ~~a~ the letter of all contracts shall be carried out.~85 

Al~housh Cochkan had been listed as manager on all Wheeler Opera 

Rouse ~J.ver;:,:;.sa;;',c::::3 si:1ce June, 1590, act.ually he was no~ of~'icially 

combined ;.;i ~;,--. a 11 nl.i...T.'.:;"':::- oi o'Cne:::' responsibilities that had formerly de-

Yolved 

FeOruo.ry 

' 
;J' ..:..c ... :_;. ~ 

G 
/ 1 

agent ar.d fiduciary for J. B. r,.lheeler. 11 

p" 5. 

4. 



ill<1nLn. Xo publicity w&a 

serv:_;d 

£."'.: ..,..,. __ -
...,_ ..L.<.. 0 '/.J 

ve.:1 Cochro21 1s appointment which might have 

adapted to the COMuunity needs and assisted whenever he could. To 

aid in financing Aspen's first hospital, he helped arrange for benefits 

at the Tlfhe;:;ler. Later ne served as a judge for the Cake Walk 1 a hasp-

ital benez~t given at the Tivoli by the colored people of the to~n.87 

~'~en ;:~1e ·/:cs tcr:L Slo::>J co~~~cil; dedic:;ted to tJTOmoting silver for the 

dona"Cion of '100.00 1'1·o;;: the v,;era house for the group.83 Likewise, 

when b.s.;- s2-h'nr prices dro;;p:-3d drastically in April, he lowered 'N'heeler 

,-- (""\ 

pricesc~ to ~eep the opera house open at reasonable prices. 

69 

The drop in silver threatened all of ;&heeler's Aspen enterprises 

and he made 

ments. Before leaving for Colorado City to introduce manufacture of 

window glass in his year-old glass works there, he probably left orders 

with Cochran and bank effiployees to push development of the town of 

Clarence near the marble beds.90 Iw~ediataly, Cochran went to Clarence. 

He ret·...:rncd to m:=:.ke a glowing report or the booming town. Lots were 

selling ~~lGO .,00 to ~200.00 apiece; 

37'D"' ~) 

89. 

90 

Au5ust 15, 1392, p. 8. 

April 15, 1892, p. 4. 

December 13, 1891, p. 5. 

.-~?T iJ.. 9, '·~'J 
,l.Li/'--} p. 5. 

,, ~~~, 
... :...;..; ,.L .l.._.i.. 9, 1·392, p • 4. 

. ~ ' ralJ.roaa grading to the hot the 



70 

spring was finisned ~~t3 ~"ere in tl1e offing for a cog r0.il· .. ;a~r to 

be built U? to the marble beds.9l 

'"' . vocnran. 

Jtfter serv:i::.g as a o.e_:_e,3' ~/=: to l:.he three-day Sil1ler Leag-ue r1eeting in 

Denver where n;.csa::.s to check: silver price were discussed92 and assisting 

with i:::sti ~~ Or68r of Elks in Leadville,93 he returned to Aspen 

and more 'dod::. He placed a huge advertisement in the Aspen T~ f\:·:;s pro-

mating real estate sales in Clarence. Although the names of ~fl1eeler 

Bank officers, J. B. ',.fueeler, H. R. 'liloociward, and H. T. Tissington, 

were listed at the top, Cochran, the &an who was doing most of the work, 

had his name and his opera house :;:-oom listeG at tbe bottom of the 11 ad. 11 94 

felt his other business ventures could carry 

the As?en ffi~ne losses ~ntil silver prices rose. As president of the 

Hanito·c. ~:ineral Hater Company, he closed a contract to advertise the 

~..;a.te:Ls oL' ~<~c.r.ituu throug~.vut t~e East :1t a cost of ~)lOQ,COO ... OO. 95 His 

bottlir.g i-IOrks in Colorado City manufactured bottles for the mineral 

water. In addition to that, his employee Cochran, who had made very few 

the . ' naa been promoting real estate sales in 

Clarer:ce •..:::ere, repor-;;edly 1 lots were in fair demand. 96 

91 . ~pril l";' " 4 . 1 ;:'· 

92,, ~ . .-n 
~' ~\.pril 

')') 
'-'-1 

~ r:?Q"~ 
,.;,...<..) / ..:._; ?· 4. 

a~ 

/)''D"' April 30, 1892, D 4. ~' .. 
Q; 
.~ .... .~,.Tim 

~~ay Q .., XO'J p • 4. ~' 
~, .l.· ..... ;~, 

95 ~1a.y 23, 1892, p. 4. 

96,~ ~Fi ;.:::.y 27, :S92, p. 4. :..::.:.....:..; 



71 

which ranged from farce comedy 

su~porting E~ua Berg, a bril-

Troub2dcurs dre· . .; large and appreciative audiences for two nights and a 

matinee a~ the low prices of $0.25, $0.35, and $0.50.97 

By now ~·!heeler Opera House management had become a tool for 

Cocruan as he utilized publicity for its attractions to help advertise 

esta. te he h3d for sale. Tn a Sunday Times he had 

shows, t.hr8e of.::'ering ;:;;achinery and equipmer.t from the Hewitt Sampler 

for sale, and another three colurr.ns about lots for sale in Aspen and 

Clarence.98 

After the big "ad" appeared, Cochran left for Clarence to handle 

sales there; he probably mis3eci tra:-13portation howe for b.e did no~ re-c~n 

to the \fneeler in time for the Haverly Minstrels 1 performance. The Times 

told of his return trip: 

i1ar.ager H. B. Cochran, the vigilant and indefatigable represent­
ative a:' -::.he Clarence Toun Company, returned from that miniature met­
ropolis at wid~ight, ~avin; been compelled to cover twelve miles of 
the distance o~ foot.~9 

Coci-.~·e.-z: :;..:;sc:;:-.:.bed the Fourth of July plans, wone:r 

si.tua in C:J.;:-ence and Narble optimistically ana concluded, 

towns 

97'JJc-> 
~' 

Jur1.e 19, 1892, p4 7. 

98.-, ;-. ., 
~J June "0 

_L /' 1892, P· 5. 

99··J"' 
~} ,Tuno ')'"'{ 

~/ l 1892, p. 5. 

100:\TVf' 
~' 

.June U, 1892, ~· 7. 
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~-Bece.use n., R .. aut o;."' the city, Cocl1ran hnd to ass\L~e 

some of Woodtr:a:r-d r s r,.[;.>-;.eeler B.s.nk restJonsibili ties. The health of ~food-

'W"e.rd' s ·~ife a~.,.ra3 in SG.ch del.i_ca te cof:~i tion that it was necessary for 

her to seek its ~8sto~~ in ~.:-:e 3ast.n He had taken her there. 

Hood'vlard 's absence gave Cochran G.n opportunity to develop an idea he had 

conceived of a seo.son of :;;umrr.er opera. He irruuediately began organiz 

a compa;,;.y with Hiss Em;r;a Berg and "V.r. Eckert as a nucleus.lOl These tw-o 

people were the stars of the Troubadours whose performances at low prices 

haa cGen well received only two weeks before at the ~~eeler. 

As manager of the newly-formed !Bckert Opera Company, Cochran be-

gan publiciz~ng ~ts progrGm and modest pr~ces. Beginning July ll there 

"!,;as to be cc:::.c oper~ at tl1e ·N~!J.ee ler ev"er:r night for three weeks at the 

To bring in more patrons from the financially em-

::;arras seC. he placed following promotion device in a news-

be 

of 

B~r g~ing to the Elite Cigar Store on July 3rd or 4th c.nd pur­
ch;:;,sir.g one dollars [sic! worth of cigars 1 you '.Jill then ge~ a free 
reserved seat entitlinR you to see 110livette 11 at the Hheeler Opera 
Pause V:-.n.-1 ~·r Tuly 11 102 i.J. ll"-';. UC-J u ..._ ..J..-• 

:Vfoney to p:comot<.'! 7 build, and outfit the opera company seemed to 

no proo:a'- p,.-,. ........ 
- v~ Co~hrnr: ~T>Sr pla~nned to tour with the group at the end 

~LS ~\s ~t3ci. e .. ~;._.;; .3·I::ent .. £~8 cGn-tracted 'tril ~n the Times Printing Company 

- ,..._~,;;.,_ ... ,....,.. 
.. ~- .. V.J..4·r)., :'he 3ize of the opera company was 

increasaC. to t,'J;er-.t:;r-:'i vc; i)ec -:le .103 As rehearsals proceeded, costumes 

l .. ugust 15, 1892, p. 8. 

l02A.J'T' 
·--'' July 4, 1892, p. 4. 

lOJ:\_iVi' July a, 1892, " a. 
~' 1:'· 
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ana at cost.l04 

ness t~~ip to Denver 1 Cochrar~ announced that he would take his company 

over Times ---- editorial w-hich a Sunday 

praised lS de 01..-. success for he has done much to im-

prove ~~-;.:::: ::::::.;:;so;:~ c:aea'Cur a'~t:-:::ctions for this city.nl05 

oponod on ~onduy t and the Tuesday 

instead of presenting a review of the performance, paid to t.'le 

adept Cochran for his courage in attempting a season of opera for the 

s:nall to~~ :J.~JJ. ~·--a o;;;era patrons • 

..:l. s"-=:.3.30:1 v~ .. oper::-1 ~n a C:Lt:y- of this :12.gnitude is a feat that. :""'ew--
m2.r:a;;G::3 ha-;ve dared. .= t hns never been ventured beyond the confines 
of Jen•.·e-, anet no one tut the adroit Cochran, with his vigilant eye, 

c.~tt-8:n?t£d i~. No sooner, ho~wever, had he sounded the 
a::d lt ~.-:as s. ~!so. 11 He .~o~:r~:!d ~.,=..th. him I'ir. Ecl<ert, the 

te tertor, ~Nhose cowEJar:y had determined on a surr.mer holiday 
~r~d ~ .. ri_ th \4hat results is best beto~<en8d b:r ~he large and cultured 
ac:dier..ce -chat peopled the sooth:..ng realrc.s of Nelpomene last night. 
It was an evidence o:f app:reciation that t-ianager Coch:ran, in his most 

. ~ . . ', . - . ' 1 06 :reckiesa nopes, narGLY aarea expec~.~ 

The Tuesday night performance was attended by lfanother fashion-

able audience, 11 but Cochran tried ..... anoiJner 11 gimmick" to fill the house 

on \>lednesday night. On the front page of the Times a ticket was printed: 

11Admit oue lady accompanied by a gentleman holding a First Class Ticket 

to the Eckert Opera Co. tonight. Secure tickets at Carbary's Book Store." 

B. CocLra.n ... 107 

.Ju.ly 1 o, l392J ?· 1. J 

lC5 :..: ~1 .July 10, l392, p. 4 • 
'-

" ~ 

dU...LY 121 ., :::;.:_)--1 p. 8. _. _, .t..lJ I"-- 1 

c 
·~· ~·J July l-

?· 
, 

.L), .!. J- . 
lC:..:: :·.,_ :JT; .l'.lly , J 

J '7 
.. LL~ 7 . I . 



lost t~..;en t~y- Sl~ ... ce start of his opera sea3cn, 

,.. ' vocnran announced that Chimes of NormanQy would play 

would take the 

and it played Thurs-

day, an extra night.~JO 

Cocn:-::.n L·k ... l8C. t:1c "l' O...t...C ~:--ick of in.cluGing home town talent to en-

tice patrons to :-:. :.~. s. ?in,~::.fora. He said that the popular Y.tr s • J. T,T ". 

Deane, former opera singer and wife of a prominent Aspen judge, had con-

sented to appear as Buttercup in the olav 111 
• v • ~~rrs. Deane did not appear 

in the operetta which playeci Friday anc Saturday and there were no press 

~reViews or co~ments conce~ni~g ~ne performences. 

ope::ed, Cochran announced travel plans 

for the comp.e.ny before he ~c Leo.Q~;-ille to! make arrangemen"Cs to open 

~re July 25. By special coach he expected to take his company to Lead-

for a t;.Jo-ni§Sh~ 3tand, ar~G. after the second performance, the 

of that tmm -.,.iOuld 11 tender th8 perforr.:.ers a reception at the Tabor Grand. 11 

?r~sn, a:ter complat:ing bcokir:_~s ::n Glen\.:ood Springs and Grand Junction, 

) .. s wa:-.. 3gar of the 2ckG~t Opera Company, Cochran •,.;as in and out 

of i\spen, less thsn a month a:~ter his company openea in Aspen, he 

:resig~eci as \•ibeelcr tr~nager. James Ryan accepted ~~nagemen~ of the house.ll} 

l09crvn .::::::._:_} July 17, 

Jul:r 
......,., 
.:::_L, 

~ • < ... ,. ; r-; -'. 

189~ ~ s ! '-' . . 
~ ::>. '~- Q 
_.._ \ ~ . v . -

,, 
o. 

p. Q u. 

T ;;;,- ') 
l.. '-' " ....... ~· 5. 
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tion, a s re;;0r:er '"'Tote -----

up of tll.e Eckert Opera Compcny and 

Coc:-unn 1 s 
, . 
.LUCK 

I~~ is ~ .. .r::c~:::C':.::.~v;~ t.. 7 .. ~-:e Ec}cGrt CpeY'a t.Jil.l go to pieces 
in S2.Lt =.aka vhis .:rpproZ:.chl:lg \.leek, contract 1.-1ith i'fr. Cocf-...ran 
hc.•ri- explrecL In iT.any ssnses the pluck of Nr. Cochran is to be 
e:::;~.:.r::;c. fl•3 tooK liold of SOllie thing in which the germ of suc-
cess did not exi3t. 

Cochran was in trouble and his friends were staggered when they 

read these headlines (and sub-head): 

BILLY COCI'i?-Pl~ DEFENJ!:l{T IN A STF._ANGE CASE 

A dewand that I1e re0urn .s.na -che Ocoks 
of the opera :'1ouse t.o vhe new 1:.2.nagsrr;.eut - the 
-:;;:-eckc.;e 01., 

Like. City 
i:1 Salt 

c:,~e ?ress ne had sent telegrams to Cochran 

::l'il :;o ces?air a:1o r<?turn to Aspen that the books rnight be 
-.., 

' :-:ooci:~;arC; n ~·rnen ~.Jood':tfard fJ.i3..e~-: to get 
-' 

any re~ly, he resorted to issuing a warrant for Cochran 1 s arrest to bring . ' 

him b3ck to Aspen for an accow1ting, regardless of how unpleasant it might 

be. 

Ther: 'tiOGG''iard revealed that Cochran 1 s organizing of the company 

had 11 involved :~eav-.f expenses ar:d froili its inception was a steady draw on 

the ope~a house .. a ... n fact, it in ... .rolvcd ~e'l~Gtles of the opera house ana. 

Ufastc~~·~d l::,s al.:::o.:::~ s.::.:.c ..... es:; toothn upon Coch:::ar..'s own .. finances. 

hoping at each ~~G 

did no-c ?a trans ar:;j was ir:ovitable. In Salt Lake City, tha 

114 Au;sust lJ, p. s. 
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.:n.10 of:'ered no 

comment about Billy or any 3et t.l20 

Aspen en 

r..Jas. !Jrobably 

publicizec 'c.ntil DecemiJer, Coch:::-an :nay have knmm that \•[heeler ho.d sold 

the opera ... iottse -co Cha.rlotte :-1. 'lalcntiZie (his w~fe) for .00 in June.l21 

i;fueeler, too 1 must have been a;.mre of Cochran 1 s plan to leave ·with his 

opera company, for it was during Cochran's opera season that '1iheeler was 

in Aspen 3nd sold his interes~ in the Grar1d River Coke and Coal Company.l22 

Just a fe\1[ •vr~eks later tl~e title of the Jerome Hotel had bee:1 trans~e~-red. 

from J8rome .8. :·/:'1eeler ar:d Charlotte Iif. '!alentine to Arch Fisl\: of De::.\1er 

to mai<e 

_,.: ,::t_,_''"l 
..i... ..J.....J.. ............ 

Low si'..ve::- prices had forced both Cochran and iiheeler 

Ja1nes Ryan, 3erved 

for seve:rc.l ::ears as genera_ m:::.::ager of the Aspen Street Railway Company. 

Later he oecc1u:e a ':!heel,~r <3r:·.·1l078e and was Bade secretary of the opera 

house co;::p,:m~· ..c..... '.;J..ee c.~ l .o::ings by Cochran ;..rere exhausted when Ryan 

-co go to Denver to arrange for fall 

:::.::-_;;_J v ?· ). 

l20·n•.,., ~~ .. U;S~llS ~ ~r: 1 ,_:·c"J 5. ~1 ;u, ~U/~) ;,'• 

::..21 ~ . / 1892, p. 8. L8C2IJ:Der o, 

l ..... 'J 
~"'-~. July 12, 1892, 5. :!· 

123. ;..ugust 26, 1392, p. ·2 v. 

l2Lv January ' :). 
~ 

-'-i ~. 

125 ) .. ugust 20, ·l?8 2,f :). -. -'. 



-.- ~"'"" ,_, •:::: ~ 
~.J J,._ _.!.. ""'' ~ '-' in Septerr;oer anci Oct.obe::; no 

3hows ad'(.rGrtised -vu.e Hheeler, 1nrhere office 

:1ot up to par. 

Ry3n de3C:TiFdS ITiUC;: co~).-

mer:.dation t::Jon is conducting the Hheeler. The 

reve.::Li<3S but the 

clas3 can be booked. 11126 Hith no im-

provecen~ in t~e silver 'tiheeler professional bookings decreased 

c. ccl~.:r0.r1ist conside~ed Ryan's old 

stale of ' nas a choice collection 

of t c.bes~n:1ts' to 

Ryan ce ted his twenty-sixth birth-
, ~ .... 

day~~~ a~c ~robably apprecia~sd the ~Tite-up about his popularity 

ar .. c. ._ ~o book atvractians ~o suit 

• f{r .. RyGn :hus becc~::o ver~r popular ~,;i th the theater going 
:;;uol.ic as well as wi tl1 tl1e m.:::nagers of traveling attraction3. He 
has displayed ~are judgment and ability in his bookings; he has 
given the people many first class entertainment~~during the season 
and has a nwuber of ovhers for the near future.~~O 

The attractions was on the decline early in 

1893. Scarlet fever 
~ . . . ~ .. 

d.lpGttGarla tr~ere rampant; businesses were closing, 

and R~ran had s0oppea ~he daily box 0 ad u ~,vr the \·fneeler ana adverti3ed 

spari:1gly for the trLree or i'ou::- pro.C2s.:;ional performances each rr:onth. 

-~' .-..L.O October 22, 1892, p. 8. 

' ')'7 1'~ove:.Tlber 23;/ 1392, -;. 
-~t p. u. 

l28 - , - c-· l392, 3 ~} ,.,_u; p. 

l29;~~:2; Jar:'-'-:lry _0'7;; 1 ?· 

130 2. 
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. ' lncre:::s,:;G. 

~00 so large as it should 

-- were listed in the 

Little could stop it, so 

The railroads reduced 

rates 3Dd tba opera house manager's office was vacated so a paying tenant 

13~ could have the space.~ ~ 

.About a month later, Cha.~lotte 1lalentine (:·~~eeler's wife) mort-

attend3.r...ca 

- · for ~~J.sQ,·u~oo.~u-o.liL uo;.;nln.g _ ·tr _ u _ -----. 

Finally, when. opera house 

to a swall audience, the 

house, if't,Jhen no one has money the 

necessarily smali.nl35 

as sil•re:- prices plum-

meted downws~d, and Aspen with the whole nation experienced the great 

silver panic of 1393. Alan:; '.vith the others, "rrneeler's Aspen Hining and 

Smelting Company laid off all men,l36 and his bank closed July 2o.l37 

131 April _J ~~ P· 5. 

.L) p. 5. 

Cour.ty, Colorado, Book 114, 
p. 

_._;:,- July lJ _;_sc;~; P· 5. 1 

-, - ,, 139;, s. ·. .ruly 2, ? ~ ___ ., ' . 
_..._:_} 



ao 

:..tl-:o collld fiGG a tHay to leave 

in the hope-

less tas~: He donated the 

opera ho'-~3';;:: :"or a vr..g;;~,;er of Comruerca cl1.3I~i ty for which tickets were 

~to .25 ~-.e contin:.:--::d to donate use of the house for benefits, 

, w:-t-:::::-e '.Jays for :lspen to help itself were 

discussed ::oince silver W3S :-:o longer -.raluable. For those ~neeler 

-s.nd coul·i affvrd entertai.rilllent at prices of 

, and 

in the last six months of 

:::'l::.e .<::'.83J..er a:;_a not cJ.ose, but theatrical people felt the effect 

of as their visits to Aspen became few and far between. 

In -che J..as-c fe',·< :nonths of the :'Jheeler 1s first five years, professional 

.-id-

vertising ',Jas scant and revie1::; practically non-existent. The "":leyG.ay 

of the ~fneelcr Opera House ended when the rr~gic of silver disappeared. 

Tne Hheeler Opera House was doomed from the beginning. Aspen's 

econofi;y which was on 1:ne cimmgrade when the house was conceived and born 

ne'lar :-a covered .. Silver mining w2.s the lifeline o.f Aspen's existence, 

faltered .. Boof:in.g problems ana. J. B. 

~rih.eeler 1 s indiffarence to nls 
~ • : .. ...l. • 

e.Ol.LlvleS and desires also 

were factors in its .failure. 

fl .. ugust 
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4-::..:1ers or people not irtteres ted 

in ity . . . 
en tc :" ;:,.::.:.ncs,. ::.:; for which the opera house was built. 

people to support 

licenses lo~sred, 

the City fathers 0 n:erE:d GC. \:, ;,j_c;3 I n_ot help • Complaints from patrons about 

qunli ty of per ~orrr:ar1ce.s, Dnc. t;:eir l:.:1clc of a ttandance for good prograiTiS, 

did r:.o-t st:.cce3s 01 .. tl:Je house .. Cochran turned to the outside with 

his theater -r.ro.in prornotion to bring in patrons. 

cc::t.ro:!_ boot::ing ana prices practically tied 

There was 

. .for ;.1hich l:<cCwurt de-

u • if 

any, in~e~est 1n the theater. Sarly, he stopped Weill's box auction and, 

~ran s~a 1 ~e ga•re Cochran duties 

compleUGJ.3r ur::rGlated to the tr.~.ea ter. rtlS lack of support did not help 

morale of the managers. 

E2.c2l J..ianager: s a. t"CetT;p-cs to Hr;:ake the house pay" differed from the 

otners. ':feil::L ' . .fc.r.ted to use blg-city rr:ethods, became impatient 1;~ith \·lheeler 1 s 

interlerc:r .. cs 1 J..lVV.l.8 ar:d ;,rccourt 1 s con.trol, and ouit. 

His appoint;r:ent was r . .:..:-.0 o;:-.ly ; Ct:t,le~ ran theater. Cutlar, 

oldar to hc:r,e town talent, ar:d was 11 at 

just :1aturally. ::e saw no future at the \·fueeler, 

Whether he was ill or no0. ri.;:; quic.. 

Coc:::.::-ar~, - -J..earnea rr..c.ny friends, the fast, :nade 
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of also 

Hk:ic~ed Ul/S tairs n 11'1hen he 

~nere was little neeci Cor 

na·J. money for such a luxury. He t.!as the only 

j " . 3~ ~{heeler wc.s TI(J ~f1eatar mnn 7 ~o-c.t was a ~r:ise-enough business-

::1an "to emplo~r professior:~l meil to set up and operata his opera house. 

hi3 bahK employees ~no operated tDe house 

rr.anagen:snr. was. a headache tl--.. e -- -- ~, 
<J ....... -.; _,. 



ft1::eeler mcna.ge:r*s boo1ced at;tTactions for their aua1.ences, but tl1e 

people of Aspen had places to go other than the theater. Lodge, church, 

civic~ soci.s.l annow.:.cen:2nto usually appeared on the same pages of the 

~a~sps~e~ as ad7Grtisemcnts: ~eviews, auG co~~ents about theaters. After 

~st of ~ne Wheeler performances, SOiliG cc~~ent, though brief, appeared 

Occasionally, 

its a~tendance at ~ae ~heater. stories aOout t~~e whole 

thing the good -- or t.Ji1olasoma 1 at least. very few 

~nog::aas of questionable chara::tar that appeared were promptly written 

Revie>ters were more interested in performances and 

perfo~~:::~:-s ~nan with -who made up tl1e audiences. 

T::is Ch3p-cc::c- is also rr.crc concerned 'rii th performances and per-

of t~1e kinds of audiences who attend0d 

of their reactions to 

Seldom did social 

coh1m.:1;:; cf n~;-.•spapers list n;;:r.:2s of .patrons attending or occupying box 

. . . 
.J;· i.;~T .. ~~<:;::") o:- ~;:r;::.r roc.ction to ;:::inage::-ial policy 1 

..-,.•,-_,..:{ ,- --.+ ~ ,""' J., ;c 

·~,~.. .. ......_ c;.J.. ""-..,;;; v...J • Soc::.,~-;... and cu l t~t...:-:.11 status of audiences was 



'' ttc.e 

} . 
are 

on 

were played more frequently than 

?ypes of hoilie talent productioils are in-

eluded tu ~~~t fare Aspon ~ua~eurs might have liked to do and see. 

The size ~~d nature of audiences and their reactions to kinds and spec-

i.fie fcatnrc;.;: or par:c~;nances ara supplied to indicate '~tihat patro!'ls warited, 

..: _ ..... little cb.oice<t Re::ctic::s or.~ to the er:ter-

Scenery, cos~liilies, cost3, advertising, and 

are described ~nen rele-

van "'C. nature about how kinds of attractions 
. . . 
41:. s ~.::or:. c o:: 

to c..L-:.:r:.::r chunges 2:1 the nature of att:--ncticns .. 

:Jescr.:.ptions of tb.e 

audiences sc.' . .; completo tl~o c~IG;:·tcr. Facts 

:'orz;:s;.ces, rotu::-n en;;.:::.gamcmt3, distinctive types of acting, favorite roles, 

:o~- -::~-:e porformGrs are listed . The size 

plus tb.cir ty-pes of reactions ..!... 4- ~ " CO vDe perrormers, 

re-so-called critics ' ana ro~cvio:1s OI 

-~.--- ~ ........... 
:..J·.._,f~ "-'·J- ~::. - .: -:iGs. 

a~~ivities of so~a intGrest. ' ' 
en~.ai~ -c,~:.:.:.-:0:-3 in 

actc;;·s reputat~ons, for others a clarification of their 

••• ..:... ~ ! ~ • .. 
...:.0 u .......... :.... .. ~ so sorr.:.J historic:1l facts have been included • 

a:.Jpeo.rance at tJ.'1e ~·Tnecler. 



?.::.. 

tier: 

estir:L:l-ted ~h.e 

re3tless people who 

r:_ts. 

built, six thousar:.d - 1 peop1.e 2 

co~~t had risen to t~el~re thous2nd with 

a trar .. sicnt po·palation ot-. px .. ob:2bly five thousand. 2 Although veteran 

-;-:....., :-,•-::1__, ,._ 
..... ..._.__-"- ~·--- --" 7 

In finer 

~ ...... - """:- -',:: - ~""'' ... ,., __ .... __ -"-'- .... ._ ....... 

--...... u. 

tGc3tJrs and entertai~uent for the 

' nave 

;;eop.:.e in 

evening dress 

ope~lng we~e the s~e people who . . naa sup-

they were willing to pay top prices 

theater, not a 

looked for in t"ie;:J Yorl( 1 b1.1t 
had gathered to uitr:ess the 
the inca~desce~ts fall upon . . 

;:.i.J.a. men m.uc~.:: a 
upvn tho mir:::":3 of all old resi-

on ev;::;:·y side 
~~e satis~&ction with which people 

If ~J:::eeler audiences l:c..d stc.z:d.:rrds, ;;.Go 1TI~J.o un t:~e typic2.l ~rnceler 

~ 

at:.die::cec? gala first-nig:1t opc::1i:1g.J 

(Denver: Sage Books, 195S) 1 p. 

-~----/ 



c:;:-e:rre 

.stattJC. 

of 

Foss 

+ ·-;...., ,._ -;~ v-....,.. v 
..: .:..: .... 

"'-t.~ould r.:.ot 

cc::s 

society 11 ,. ~·~....., 
~·t;;. ~ \_,> oper-

A review of t~e piece 

s~ch attractions, his 

5 

some of l.he complaints of the two first \fneeler bcok-

dGscribed 

~o i:P 
1<e ::1.p their 

:_-:.:::.:r c.sn ~ t get 
s -~~:.:r;y q_uj_c~...: to get "Lnelr Tt.lCKatss. They 

t-r.t~o Ca:rs be.fc:ce -chcy are put on sale:~ asking for 
d::.:a 1 t ar:;ot: ... ~t to much, u then it v,ron 1 t 

7.-!:e 1:ihceler 

must tGve been quite "<~ell behz:ved because only once was there any publicity 

ana that see~eG to Oe deservad • 
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t.tu:ough early 

turers, a~a even Home talent performe~s presented concerts, 

advertisements and revieus recorded showed that enter-

tairJ.Bnt by touring companies ar~ combinations acco~~ted for approxi-

matel:;r two-thirds of the time 'bool{ed at the Qouse. Comedy, farce comedy, 

and extravagcnzas si:a::"ed nc::ors of 1~e:xt in 

perfo~med by leading 

Concerts and lectures were more numerous than appear-

or spiritualists. 

ch.:.l:cch, :edge or charity, musical progr:l.D4s a.ud conccr t.s ~-8!"'8 ms t nu.r:1.-

erous .. Fewer than t;.renty-five plays a."'ld operettv.s were producC:d; comod:r, 

farce coc:ed~r, a.:J.G mol.ca::~"'J:l-J.i i::t order, predominated 

~eurs from various spoLsOrl~g orga~izaticns. 

enta~teinLcht was light ond musical. Comedy 

listed as ccrr:~a~es nan rrruc.u. IJU~ic a::c. :;ordered on r"'arce comedy. 

fnrce ::;o ;-;lose to ' .., ourJ.esque or extravaganza, a CG1:i"'3Ct 

ccunt of any one type •,;as dL:'ficult. 

Cc~T.Gdies ~ritJ. lit~lc plot and ~,.rrittcn witl1 much mus:tc by Cl12~~icJ 

pl2.yed til~ as 

eii":G. 
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and eacn p1ayed 

once. A Br2ss Vonke'r, billed as farce comedy ffdirect from New York after 

ts to crO\.JC!ed ho11ses and was prob-

of whims of the dny. 

Of the elaborated s1cit, musical absurdity, farce corr..edy or ~~ha~­
eYer you are a mind to call it, it would al:nost be impossible to ve 
a connected narrative. • This much can be said, that, li~e all of 
Hoyt 1s, it takes hold of the fads of the day and shows them up in such 
absurd lights as would make a dog_laugh.40 

Just one of his plays, A Texas Steer, was listed as satirical 

comedy·, and li:<e his others filled the l-1ouse and t.:ept the a-,Jdience lallgb.-

ing but was bette:- than Hoyc. 1 s other comedies because of some keen bur-

lesque. A r8 wr·otc; the. t 11 Eoyt. 1 s ne·..1 ;;;lay • • draws like an ox. 

It dre-w a full ho:.J.se at the '.{heeler Opera riouse a:1d kept them roarlng 

with laughter during the entire performance~ ~here is some ~een bur-

lesque in it that, raises it aoove the level 0.::.' mas;:, Oc~ £ll3 

Another ty-pe of broad American farce popular at the :~heeler was 

the co~edy featuring the Irish i~uigrant, but including the German, 

It.alian, and Negro written by Edward Harrigan and Tony Hart.42 Probably 

their best piece, Cordelia's Asoirations, which included Negro per-

forruers,4..J played once as did Old Lavender. This type of comedy con-

42r'"' y-., .. .., . ~ ..~-, h ~ • .. de:-J.n t:ugnes, H1 story or ... ne American T .eaw.v 1700 - 1950 (brew 
'[ork: Sar;;:J.el ?rench, 1951), p. 286. 

(New York: Theater Arts 
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. j or other A~ adve~tisemont for 

us specialtiAs., Afte:- ob~.h3I"ring CJe Olson posters around town, one 

a Swedish dialect comedian 

for the Ger;v.an or Irish of which the public has long been surfeited is 

not a ne\J one. 1145 Three days before the show, part of a ne'.fspaper ad-

vertisam.ent for Ole Olson was written in S'.fedish dialect1 
11He haf 

en dees kontry wan yare femt mont and sax wake and he haf yust yumped 

his yob vi th Yonny Yonson. n46 

Comedy-dramas s more rural and sentimental were seen fre-

quently and were well attended. An exarr.ple was From Sire to Son which 

. - -was conslncrea consAsten realie3tic, and 11above all" exactly suited to 

pu!Jlic tasta. Yne leading man won +-' v.ne SJffipathy of the auditors, and 

'../ben the leading lady 11 sa.ng 'Home Sweet Home' it was plain to see how 

ill:.1cn the audience was affected. u47 New Ene:land Folks and 

stead with the Yankee farmer character pleased the patrons. One review 

for The Old Homestead, which played t~ice, illustrated this type of 

country entertahilllent. 

This play is of the natu~e which always appeals so strongly to 
po~mlar favor. The sirr,ple joys of rustic life, and the quaint hurr.or 
and honest, kir~ hear0ed spirit of the New England farmer are truth­
fully portrayed in a mn~~e~ that touches a responsive chord ~n tte 
nature of every aucitor.4S 

4L,~._, 
~j }larch 3, 1893, p. 2. 

45 i.DT February 
., 1891, p. 2 • -' _' -' J._, 

46AD1', February 4, 1891, p. 2. 

47 ADT, October 10, 1889, p. 4. 

48A r-.T 
_3:!_1 Deceru.ber s, 1891, p. 2. 



The ~·iheeler -:~ras t-ll ~n coG~lc opera 1 the craze of the L·Ie\-t Yor~ 

s+c;g"" a·"ring +J-:e 18°v'0 1 <::.49 ,..,"'e K;,..,-- 1 s k'ool composed 'oy ''a'oln'-' Mu'l"'~ a - vc_, ~ '-' - - ~.. ~ ~ i H J '~"'" • , 1 t }', -'-, U l .L '-'~ 1 

'Jiennese.5° ard rJl"reCi-Pr1 'oy -,u-"'"'•·'~ 0vt"'D··,~_ien" 1 ano""'ner lr'ien~erco 51 ""'S t''r-•~C<>l , "" -- .................. - rl"-'"~._. . ...~ ..... - ·~ v. II ..... li4 .:;;'-"J Wca. .JJ::F....L. LA 

of that popul0r 

characters and tune:ul music. A revim:er wrote that it was styled as a 

comic opera but was 11entitled to ta:<e higher rank. 11 52 Fifteen different 

comic operas brought good audiences to the Wheeler, but the number of 

productions decreased after 1890. 

Olivette, Chimes oi' Nor:nar:dY, And H. H. S. Pinafore led comic 

opera in number of productions probc:biy because ~1anager Cochran had 

o~ganized the 'Eckert Compe..::.;r in "'\sper1 ar~d used the :.1l1eeler bookings 

as pracc::ce ;;sr.:.or:tc.::ces Ce~\)~e ta~ing the company on tour. Said Pasha 

Except for The 

::ing 1 s ?ool, '..Jhich was boo:(sd for h·lO nights, all other comic operas 

played one night only. .Just. one rna tinee vias at tempted. 

The spectaculars, or American extravaganzas, originally created by 

Edward E. Rice actually were burlesques or travesties on familiar stories 

witn susie and rhyming nonsense to hold them together. Devoid of much ploG, 

but we laced 1..Jith ;:nusic ar cance, they '..Jere intended as diversion for the 

she roues, sophisticates or black sheep. 11 5J 

a ~aalth of scenery 

th, go. cit., :· 75. 

5Gr:,~.- n·"""Gi" ..,....,e .,... ~..~~_,·...; J.l. 

Slonim3k~r (5th ad. 
Daker, Bi.·J.~~r2ohical Dictionar·y or :.-:us ici.::;ns, ed. 1\'icholas 
rev.; Ne'..: York: B. Schir2er, 1958), pp. 1132-llJJ. 

5l·,:as manager or New York I•retropolitan Opera in 1903. Ibid., p. 313. 

, p. L.. 

p. 39-41. 
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at g-:e~ t e;-:;;en.se. The three 

premiere danseuse of production, received rave 

notices. Costumes for the Bc.lJet of Nations were gorgeous, but typical 

of spectacula~ s 'cics 11 the cockatoo ballet, in which the ci;:;mcers 

in their hands -- a novel, beautiful and 

taking per ;.'orws,r;ce. '' Carfare alone to bring this company and its t'.lenty-

six tons of scenery from Denver was ~1,100.00.54 

The Wheeler stage was not big enough for all extravaganza pro-

auctions. Fifty-five members of the Adonis company found the stage a 

.~it tle sr.1a 11 but ami tted no scenes; 55 l:.owever, Rice t s Horld 's Fair was 

cut. some.56 

Rice's first and best-

known extrava;sanza, '.ifas advertised 11 to dra;.; nails from your coffin.n57 

Tnis, no doubt, referred to the dancing cow in EvanEeline, a trademark 

of the piece tuo ~en costumed D.S e. • • C' nel_:.er. T'ne other trademar~ was 

the Arr.azon ma.;:·ch by girls whose armor dresses were described as "the most 

beautiful and dazzling ever seen on the American stage.u58 

Cecil Smith states that during the 1880 1 s, a military plot or 

hint of or.e offered an ~xcuse for the ever-popular march or drill by 

chorus girls in mo.scu.line uni :·arms which left the female legs in sight. 59 

55~ l~"' 
~) October '">':; 

_.(_j 9 1::::90, p. 4. 
~/ 

:;o.~ f'\l";t D~cemb~r 0 1.sgo, p. I 

.;:_~_; 
/ ' '+• 

57 ~arch 15, 1390, p. 4. 
c: '~ 
_;u; -_c,. 1 Harcb 9, 1390, P· 4. 

ory. ei t., p. 33. 
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na~s Con~ierl had incor~orated this popular practice in his production of 

The King's l;'ool, a comic opera, with the Amazonian drill, but be added a 

lady fencers.60 

played a few times at the Cecil Smith stated that the play of 

sted of: a rr~~.sical and rhyrrd.ng travesty on some w-ell-kno'vJn 

:::-o~ce, pJ.ay, opera or legend, often with a punning title" such as 

Carmen Un-To-Data or Cinderella Un-To-Date. In these burlesques the hero 

was played by a girl who wore tights just as the chorus did.61 The two 

per~orrr£nce3 of Cinderella by Wheeler employees and other home talent 

were acceptable, but the two professional performances were exceptions 

to the 'tJ-lCeler 1 s clean progr:!.i.ll which Alderman Doi'.nelly referred to when he 

said ~he opera house was a ttolace we can take our wives and children.u62 

better have been 

The songs and ~ayings of the specialty contingent had whiskers 
on them that would lay those of the Kansas hayseed statesman in the 
shade, and in several instances bordered on the vulgar. Especially 
'was the latter the case '..;ith Charles Fostelle, who did a female 11 turr;.. 11 

. The song ~aki~ made things about as unpleasant for the aud­
ie~ce oe:ore the ckrtai~ went up and between acts as did the worn-out 
acts of r.he comoanv aft.:;:;r'.l::..rds. The fakir would never be missed from 

!' ,.... ,.. "' 

the ccr:-:;;=.~c.y. ~::;,; 

::,s~:.;:r.:£ :t:JT'IE'I 11 ·..:as i)ar·t of the headline for the criticism of 

Cl8oD;:-;.t,:-a. Altnough some pretty but scar:tily-clad girls did so.;;:e high 

6~~T, April 24, 1389, p. 4. 
1'-

0lr- . "'"b . t 1., 5 0 ffil v • 1 .::.O...:D_:._C=-.l:::._:_'...;...' , p • ..t. • 

62, ~ .... 
~, >1arch :.2 

J..U J 1690, p. /' o. 

63.·. T"'ll 
~1 ;,~arch 13, 1692, p. 3. 



~ick~ng in the first part of t~B s~o a Dutch and a Negro inn 

annoyed the audience. The second part, a burlesque of Cleooatra en-

titled "Our Herry Female Glub, 11 't~as as tiresome as the first part. A 

reviewer stated that the performers belonged to the 11beer halls of Cin-

cinnati and the dance halls of State Street, Leadville. The men who 

left their fa;nilics at home were well pleased. 1164 

Melodrama was played by touring companies more often than comic 

opera. Uncle Tom's Cabin was performed five times while The Two Orohans, 

The Count of Monte Cristo, Hazel Kirke, and The rtlaifs of New 

appeared twice. Streets of ?k:;w ~ork by Boucicault, Alone in London, 

and }:i-:e S to• . .;aHa7, among others, played one-night stands. 

Rom.e talent s~ol1p3 ga~Ie twice and The Drunkard's Doom once. 

Productions of The Hai :=-s of Nm·l York were perhaps typical of the 

excitement offered by the emotion-packed scenes and realistic stage de-

vices of melodrama. One performance of the play was described as 

11replete with sensational features and thrilling incidents, suggestive 

of yellow-backed literature and the villian - still - pursued - her blood 

curdling episodes of life.n65 For the other performance the scenery was 

considered a great feature. The Harlem railroad bridge with the two 

passing trains, Castle Garden, Trinity Church, and the fire scene were 

11 truly realistic and c.he mec::,anical effect was wonderful. u66 

Stage proper::.ies, rr.e:hanical devices, scenery, and fire scenes 

'.,rere other fe;;.tu·res audier:ce:c saw in melodrama. Live burglars, drills, 

64 c o:-~s.r.:r 
:: ' ' '" p 5 / ! .1. )..) 

' . . 
(_.') '\ .. ' j ;_ 

' 
~ / ~ I 4 . 

'/ 

t:b :l ;:,r:. ~,une lO, "- :? 4 . ' . 
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masks, powder, and dark lanterns, and a yacht with tapering masts and 

flow~ng sails added to vividly realistic scenes to keep the audience on 

11tiptoe of expect.:::.tionY for 67 The woman drowT.ing in the 

lock of .. . 
Ttr1a r1.ver 1tla3 a "'"' contrivance 11 in Alone in London. 0 0 

As usual the r~ire scene in the last act of Streets of New York was 

11realistic and loudly applnuded. 11 69 

At least one minstrel company playing the Wheeler had ~egro 

performers, and nearly all had bands which led street parades to adver-

tise their shows. T'ne Georgia Min-strels showed public spirit -- S..."ld in-

cidentally advertised their two-thirty and eight o'clock performances --

"coJored D8!1d ;n.s.do cu.i. te an addition to the parade 11 on the Fourth 

''90. '!'hey iil2::cnca be tween contingents from the Anti Tobacco 

3a. r.allior~ o.nd the . .:;speE Fire i::epartment in a parade to celebrate Inde-

pendonce Jay and t.he laying of the cornerst.one of the ne'..I hospital. 70 

i·iir!s trel shows gener:.:Llly pla;Ted to good houses at the r,meeler 

two or t~~ee times a year, but one performance which played to a small 

house indicated that the routine of the minstrel show did not change much. 

There is a sameness about minstrelsy that grows irksome to the 
average theater-goer and the efforts to amuse the audience last night 
by repetions f'Si£1 of old 11business 11 was a failure. Some specialty 
acts were good:;-r; 1_; 

67 r.JJ'i' 
~' 

Octo be~ 15, 1889, p. 4. 

6s,.1."T 
~~ April 11, 1390, p. 4. 

b9ADT, Oc-r;obe;: 1 I 1891, p. l. J...-..;. i 

70ADrp 
--"'' July 6, 1890, p. 5. 

71An'i' October I 1891, p. I 

~' .... , 4• 



A fa'..r plays ~~hLs were in evidence at the 

\{heeler. Patrons saw and Private Secretary by 

\>!illiam Gillette. Stee.le ~·fac played twice and his 

Paul Kauvar, once. 

done by ama:teurs, were 1.r.ritten by Bronson Ho'\.lard. 

~·fany plays were adaptations of' English and French stories and 

plays. Three adaptations of Alexander Dumas, The Count of ~1onte Cristo, 

The Cl<::mP.r:C!"'_;>n Case, and Deccntion, appeared. This was true for The '1\:o 

QrDhans by D 1 Em~ery and Carmon. Dion Boucicault's spectacularly staged 

Streets of New York was an adaptation. and 

also came from his pen. His sense of what had audience appeal sometimes 

became a little crude.72 A reviewer mentioned it after London Assurance 

played. 

The comedy abounds in humor and sparkling witticisms Wnlcn keep 
o~e laugclng till fsi~ his sides ache. But there are some coarse 
a:nd vulgar :::.llusions in t-he play as presented which should be elim­
inated before the piece ~s presentad to a respectable people.73 

\{ithin three months of the opera house opening, two of Willia~ 

Shaxespeare 1 s comedies had played to large audiences; but in the next 

;:;.1ree years, his plays '..l'ere seen but four more times. Of the total of 

six per:cr8ances which included two comedies and two tragedies, As You 

a:r.d Othello, wert.:~ booked twice. Nuch Ado About Nothin"" and 

2-ic:hc.rc T-:-T eac:'1 played once. A.i'ter ~-~ss Gale and Creston Clarke in 

As You Like It 11gave good satisfaction 11 to a fairly good audience in 

March of 1892, no more Shakespeare was booked.74 

72pbyllis Hartnoll (ed.), The Oxford Comoanion to the Theatre 
(2nd ed.; L;:;nlon: Oxford Univ,;r:;ity Press, 1957), p. 89. 

:·:.srcn 29 1 1892 1 p. 4. 
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Other ~·Tneeler attractions inclt:.ded concerts -- usualJy by groups 

of singers lectures about travel, health, temperance, and mental 

telepathy, plus s~ereoptican slides ar:a a midget show. Pantomimes and 

. ' . t 
en"Cei'""Cal~l1e~ s c~ilt boxing exl"1iCi tions were seen three times. 

Actor Dunc3n B. Harrison wTote and played in Honest Hearts and 

a co;;;ec~r draiT'a I'eaturing the world 1 s heavy·weight boxing 

ch&"Tlpion,. John L. Sullivan, who fought a three-round contest with Jack 

Ashton.75 There was standing room only at the lfueeler although there 

was little to the play of 11 the blood and thunder variety 1 
11 which seemed 

The kinds of performances vJ:'1ee ler patrons saw ran the gamuc. of 

shows on -c,ne road at the ti::ne. :-1any Broadway hits and a few stars came 

to the Hi1ee ler. J:'he bulk of the program was light and musical. Comedy 

and farce co;;1edy, which could be done by small casts, \-/ere played most 

often bec:::use they were less e:<pensi ve to bring for t!:1e one-

night stands :.~hich became almost a rule at the \fueeler. Big compar.ies, 

such as those offering extravaganza, COIT~c opera, and minstrels, were 

popular. Y:any r.:elodra:n::.s c:::.::-,e and the most popular performances of this 

type included much realisLic scenery and stage devices. 

Some trends devAlopeG.. Shal<espeare and serious dra.iua '.Jere 'dropped 

eerly as 0ne program mo\red toward comedy· ana music. Two-nigl1t s::ar:c-::s Ylere 

also dropped early and a decrease in the number of big corrcpanies or, tile 

r:Ja:i occur:::-ed. Basically, ~·rneeler patrons liked entertainr::ent that •..;ould 

the::t cry a .., .. '-'-, J.l"Gv.._e, laugh a lot, and after the last curtain, leave 

the opera house humining the hit. tune of "Gne evening. 

75,~rfEJ January 2L, E)2, p. J. 

76 • -cr 
~'} p. 2. 



The railroads brought i74any kinds of per formers to the \~heeler 1 

some with re;ionnl, o l..Ge~s i, .. r:. ~:l na and a few with i~te~national 

r-eputations .. T coul:J. c.r~~ ~ ~twt."': in .Aspe:-1 aurlng the afteraoon, play one 

performance; leaTre that night and play a performance the next night in 

another Colorado town. Theater performers, old and young, favorite and 

neophyte 1 were touring, and some came to the ';·fneeler. 

Ville. Rhea 

As Beatrice in M11ch ~do About NothinR, Nlle. Rhea was . ' -cons leered 

a ns~a:::-" rr 2.r:d 11 si2p1J,. per feet 1 tt and even though the large t,Iheeler audience 

had trouble gB: .... i:::.G t:.sed to C1er ,speech at first, her charm anc. l"'ine ac ltlng 

wooed them. 

It required a little time for the audience to become far..iJ.iar 
~rri th Rhea 1 s accent, bu-c C.er bewitching manner and splendid acting 
won t!1era :rom the start 1~hile they soon, also, fell :.n love 1Hi til 

D3finite audience reaction of some kind must have followed Hlle. 

::.~c.ea 1 s delivery of one line. A reviewer ,,.,rrote that an "incident of the 

evening '..lE.S tho breaking ouc ·Y:.' the baseball enthusiasm in the town when 

Beatrice r-tsst::red her u.r:cle :.~~~0 st1e :12c 1t: good eye,. 1 n 

lespie, 

Cn ~.:e day os..' her o,1:: y ?er formance at the 'dheeler, she and some of 

77 ·~ 

Nr. H. B. Gil-

the ~l~e escorted 
' . '7'7 
t.r:e:n. ' ' 

II::;lena l:·!odjeska 

- '. 
!~ '~Jl: fine supporting cast from the 

-= :x:.ce ::.o the •,-;heeler and played :,s You 

! 
•-; .. 



and to 1..a~~a aGdiences who were e~ lled 

with her pert'orr.1ance ar;.,j that of the cast. Her support was nvery nearly 

perfect, u b11t of tha He:xceedingly difficult 11 role of Rosa-

lind in ·,r::..s so pe:c_;_'ectly done that 11mo.ny old theater 

goers • • felt themselves carried away.n78 

.A.:f'te r thu 1 a reporter interviewed the Countess 

(llfodjeska) and her hus't,and 1 the Count Bozenta, while they waited for 

supper a~ the Delmonico. She was "exceedingly attractive" and seemed 

to be 11 thoroughly earnest 11 when she said she had been 11particularly 

pleased" with the audience .. 

In on the second night, the star 1 s emotional 

act.l:-,g res:..:lt0d in several curtain calls. Her depiction of the "paroxysms 

of ,jealousy ,,,c;re .,_,-onderful and 1 as scene succeeded scene, Modjeska was 

before the curtain again and again 11 to acknowledge their applause. n ner 

death scene, l1owever 1 'Mas desc~it;::;d ""Ct.ne :e v-iewer as one t,ha t !;[UiJ.ld not 

be soon forgotten. "It •ws :'sinfully realistic, but as an exhibition of 

histrion.jc ~::-s J.L, perhe.ps could not be e:xcelled.n79 

-::d:...-ard Harrigan 

tee Irish irr~~grant in the plays he 

1889-1890 season to the 

largest audience that had evsr gathered at ~ne t~eeler. He played his 

favorite part, that of Old Lavender, in the play of the same name.SO 

78nD'i' 
:.:..__=:.1 July 16, 1839, p. 4. 

79_:.DT
1 July 17, 1;389, p. 4. 

80u..:J'P 
.:..-..=..J Septe:nber 17, 1889, p • 4. 



his most fa .. ::-:ous ct.aracter
1 

perforr;;.ed in Cordelia 1 s Aso:lrations which kept a crowded house in 11 a 

constant state of upro~r over many laughable situations from the rise 

to the finul ·fall of the 
~, 

curtain .. nu..t This ~as his only appearance at 

the Wheeler. 

Rose Coghlan 

11Fair 11 audiences Sa.\J Rose Coghlan's two performances at the 

wbeeler in 1889. She chose Jocelyn, a play by her actor-brother for 

the· first performance in which a duel scene between her and Mr. Saviani 

"though splendidly acted ar:d l: C'::re.ll y applauded 11 was considered quite 

11 inconsistznt. 11 The re7ie\-.'e;:- de::,ended his opinion by adding, nNo man 

could r~igh t in such a cold-blooded ma.·mer with the ',.[Oman he adored. n 

The costu.rues shu wore in Forget Me ~at on the second night 1 made 

by Fe:i:_}~ aL.d ~Jo:--th and especially designed for the character of Stephar:ie, 

'n'ere co:1side:-ed 11 some of the most superb ever seen on 1.:he '.~"heeler stage. 11 

In the role of Stephanie, which she had originally created, Hiss Coghlan 

was supported by 11the strong0st kind of a company" and brought the wonder-

ful scenes of the play out i~ a "brilliant manner" which "startled the 

audience to iii.:J.ny and prolongod outbursts of enthusiasm.n82 
/ 

With fervor she described her scenic trip from Denver to beautiful 

Aspen !#i t14 its lovely o~:e~c. ::0use anci told an. intervierr~er th.s. t 3he -was 

more than ple:::seci r:1at .-:e:- :t:_:;la;ers had decided to take the Silver Circuit 

tour. Sto ;c,,c;.:.:.:::-::•i ~c:' ~-. ~- '7-i.e•,J by saying that roily waters he.d 

----------------------
31 c p. 4. 

p. 4. 



fishing but that SGC Then she aactec 1 "Oh! 

I am going to buy a rrdne wne;:;. I come hs:::-e r:ext year as I hope to on my 

vacation. nSJ 

a year ana tnere was no 

publicity about any mina purchase, but newsmen differed in their opinions 

fu~ts sta~us as a star. Of her first performance as Pog 

in a Times reporter wTote that she had 11won rounds of 

applause" and taken several curtain calls. He also wrote that the star 

had lost none of her force and beauty since a year ago and she was still 

a fa~rori te or~. tl-?:3 stage, The ~~iter noted that she had played to 

a 11 fai;:o-size::! and not altogether unappreciative audience" and appeared 

11'Jell :;_n ~he role. 11 Very likely the second newsman was the writer of 

11Dramatic ~otes, 11 a newspaper column uhich appeared for the first. time 

after . sne played one of her most successful roles, that of Lady Gay 

SpanXer, :.n :,Q71''1or: Asst:7ance, i""or he not. onl:;- questiiJned her sta.r status 

but criticized her performance. 

~ose Coghlan was again a disappoint~~nt as a star to the poorly 
filled house. She d:ress3s georgeously, but 1Jhere she gets her repu­
tu~ion as a great artist is hard to see. Her words are biting and 
she cuts them short with a regularity that is painful.85 

Pat t: Ro.sa, Tho Fer:ale Elk 

Cf lc::::al :'3JI.e ~-I:1s PC! >ti Rosa •.;ho, du:ing the first five years of 

G.iffere:;.t engagements and was the only 

S3A~T, September 25, lSS9, p. 4. 

65 1 :;o, p. 
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to in the 86 She ;,ras led 

' . cnnrrnlng 1 a:r:c liant co~~edienne pOpular in Englana87 ana 

a favorite of of." ::.11•:: 3e~'~'volent and Protective Order of Elks in 

P.spen. 

3C~ti:r:c,; "-'· ,,;;: l&C aer pe::r'c:c::-c:.:.nce in a body. Many theatrical men be-

longed tc th?:; oraer 1 b1:t an !l.lvance s~ory about her performance in Dolly 

Varden explc.ined. that stre was the only actress who cot1ld claim member-

srup. 

Miss Rosa :-:tas the hono::- of being the only female Elk in ~~erica, 
notwitns~anding that others, solely as an advertising scheme, repre­
sent the.T.selves as bein~ ~s~bers. She has won the love, esteem and 
gratit:;.de of that ar:d benevolent order. 

After· attending be::- s~anding-room-only performance in a body, they 

gave her a reception and oanquet in their lodge room. The evening was 

ttmaCe c..e~:-,;r' 1 ,2s ~~:-3 El}cs gav·e a literary and musical program for the 

actress, ser'"'/in~~ refreslli!~ents of various kin.ds. She joined in the toast 

to the departed brothers, and Der husband thanked ~he lodge for the honor 

t:Jaid to Hi3s Rosa.SS 

George Boniface, and Augustus Br~~o, Miss Rosa 1 s husband, 

perfor-·.::.ed :.:i th her in plays adapted b:r Clay i4. Green for her talents of 

Slngln.;, aanc::.:~g, and banjo playing.S9 After she played in Imo, which 

37· 

of ~h~s ty7e of adaptation, a reviewer ~Tote ti:e 

p. t j 
...... ._ J 

2. 

I 
'+• 
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PATTI ROSA 



the 

pure, though often rough and 

l!:ven after the silver crash, she repea~ed Miss 

G-2orgie Cooper 

,·a:;-.ous she ;; .:r :d. over 1 played the part twice at· "Che 

.::o; .. :;s vere occupied and the gallery crowded for her first 

c::rpec.:,:.o.:-.c& ~Z'l lS89. Her ability ""GO per;:'o:-n: so well without prcmpting 

"Z-.s.::en ';:;y 

~~..::._._ ~----~,~ :,:ar lines, whicb. cover sixty· pages oi .. manuscript, "t.Ti thou-c 
a ;;;.~g,;.s.:;c,ion of prompting, without a hitch at any point, and of-;:;en 
wi-;:i ;r~.:.~xed dramatic effect.92 

Alt:.1oU5h her picture, 11 that of a beautiful little girl, 11 was on 

C:isplc.,;,- c,o ;::;·..:clicize her second performance sixteen months later 1 93 -;:;he 

;;;...::.~~- The little miss, however, again 11won the hearts of the 

?eor~ary 19, 1391, 

'--).!..~c.~'2} December 3, 1889, 

93 ~:rr, February 5, lb9l} 

GL•:-,m 
/ ~} 

~. J?eoru.c..ry 10, 189:) 

p • 

p. 

P· 

p. 

I ... 

4. 

4. 

.... 



l=-.0 

with selected 11 

ccrapsr::r. a reporter ~Tota that 

• ;; ;::,;c:::; s in the title role received the lion 1 s 

r1.ificsr: t ac ?os -:vhe writer t it w&s also useless tc 

atten~ Ja.lL.es' performance in Othello the ne:xt night, since there was no 

. ~ . "- -'-h ~ l~ . - 06 revJ..e' . .J .: or 1. v "-' e I o 1.o~onng a.ay. ' Before his return appearance eleven 

:..he!"e 1 '.::~:-Ld ~ind out what a gooci show :.s. u9/' 

~ucience went to see him in Ingomar. ~~yoe 

.e .:;'--:: . .:: ____ , -:- ·::;or-;-,e:- at-z.e··.ccd. it, for very briefly he wrote that 11:!:ngomar 

actor re~embered f~v~ flis a~~ear-

the last season ln and Othello. u98 

J c..'ties 0 1 Neill 

..::rc-~·c:ed house greeted James 0 1 Neill in his first presentation 

o.:' i'""'90 99 _o ' ar.d by the time he had returned 

about lat~r - •t • ' 

uer:-...lner: t: ~O.G"-.3.fiL~C actor had played the piece 

C:t:. -en January 21,; 1390, p. l / /,.-.. _; l 'J -'-• 

96_::...-:JT, January 22, 1390, p • 4. 
. •r-
'-'' / I December 24, :i390, p. 4. 
"-.~ -, 

December 23, ·::s-·J' i /~ p • .... 
C;..} - ~l:2.rch 13, - -,,- -. - !' 
/ / _....~.,__,! o. -'-'-' /V J ~ 



lll 

eras~, tha opera house was pac~ed.l01 

as 1 s favorite actress, Yti tchell played the 

in ner 11i'umous ere a tion of Fanchon. 

in t::e firs"t act 11to the cricket 1 s return at the close of the play. 1110J 

She return:.:;C: to play to an excellent house in Little Maverick in 1892 

t~~hen she t.r.1'.:J.s sixty years vf .-1ge. The press noted that 11Father Time 11 had 

:.'.:: nseewed r:ot to have lost the cha=~ that ., ~-
.wf •• :.. •£•<L 

Sffie Ellsler 

cz: .::1ly a·::!L.re::o s to .3--_e.y the r,·f.'leeler five years in a ro;; was 

'=~nk G::e·:.-a Houae in l8Ss,l06 she was popular and well kno;..'TI in Aspen. 

c. coilipli:Tlentary review for the co~uedienne in ~Y~i~le=-~C~·c~v~e~r~n~e~s~s~, 

"Effie Ellsler is stranger to Aspen theatre-goers 

lOG.· 

' "'" JJ.J j_ ~ -. ·; 

;;C:.::_ci 

p. 4. 

--_03~~~, April 30, 1890, p. 4. 

lOL. Fe~ruary 10, ~392, p. 4. 

lC5 __ } 3. ?~ --, 



l1.2 

3efore 

. .. .. . .. 
:LndlCat:.eG sc.e was a 

~avorite. 

u~:c; has many friends he:;:-e. nl08 

~ns '::i-:cke at the Wheeler until 1892 and 

!lEffie 

~Ie up 
_...,.. ..., 
caze1 tuo years ago because of nervous 

She took ..... 
lt> up again this season and people think she 

1!109 The ne:<t season she repeated 
,_... 
.LV on her farewell 

""'1-;,....., 
-:::ou~ 7 _L._LU ~ .. c.t the following year she was back agaln 1 this time ln "Caris~ 

?ooert >:ant-ell ·,.;as w-ell known to western theaters and appeared 

He 11gave a good performa::cen in 

2nd plc:.yed C~0el1o, the secor~d :right. ?or tDe lat.~er performance, a 

well-filled special tra~n, from glenwood Springs and Carbondale, Colorado, 

o:coug!: z:. ;;a ~=-c:-;s to see the actor .113 

:_-_; __ .....:_} 

_ .. _. _; 

.3aptem:cer 

) . 

p. 

1394, 

I 
'-+• 

I 
14• 

/ 

o. 

1890, p. 4. 

llJ_'I;T; Octooer .1., lc90, ;:;. 4. 



and shapely legs, 

::ier,ry Jixey ·was billed as liP,.::::;:;:::ca 1 s ;;:ost fa.ffious burlesc;ue coruedian."ll4 

'The m&tl:-Iee idol wr:..o of in 

' ana 11 SL:peroH and a member of his fifty-

five people recalled the handsorue 

form o:r. ... i·-Liss ar:d 
1., I' 

her appee.rance was w-ar:uly welcomed.n ..... .J..O 

~~e Ti~es noted that the assistant manager of the Dixey Company was the 

city editor o±..._ tl1e Cl1icago Ti~~·hs§_, who was tttaking a trip of recreation 

;.;ith Dixey.llll? 

Thclllas itl.. :-<eene 

~-ii r,h ·,~he exception os.~ Sci. win Booth, the fifty-year-old Keene was 

considered t~-::z bes<:.-:co>m and most popular tragedian in Americall8 

so the aavance story for the Sh~~espearean actor read. T'nere was not a 

vacant seat in ~he opera houae for his only perforrr2nce of 

~1e review stated that :nis inter;_Jretation of Richard was abo,re cri ticisr:ij 

in fact, he vras 0 the only Ricna:::-d 11 of the day.ll9 

lli~.;~DT, October lO :ss<J~ p. I 
~ /' '+• 

October 21, ::!_690, p. 2. 

Oc;::ober 2~, 1390, p. 4. 

Sep~mber 25, :S91, p. 3. 

ll9;tuT, September 26, 1391, p. 4. 



This . . . 
OC::.-=<·::Q stand be:.'ore she 

s~ated that she would be 

'. ..... 
en~:; -:lor:_:.~. :r in a 11 ex·hibi tion 

of hu..rnan p::lSSlO!:f that held the audience spellbound. 11121 The next night 

at:dieZ!ce sne appea:-:ed in As In A. Looking Glass, 

Je:rse~r Lily's playa anG. the press w:rota that Hf,fiss Lerais 

:su1'fers ::ot:1ing by comparison with Langtry in the sawe title role. 11 Her 

dresses were admired by the ladies of Aspen. 

000 s(c.::.r·as :::.:: Aspen mining stock 11 before she left.l22 

Kate Claxton 

'::~,"'~ :.:::te Clax-.:.on "'"~ Charles A. Stevenson, her husband, bro~ght 

·:---. to the 'tlheeler J she had 

~ ~~~na girlj for over fifteen yea~s~ \ 1 .n,_;_-

'.;:.s s::.i:I ring from a cold, she was convincing in the 

-:::.:;:, c_ ,_oc;..L.::3 'w-hich '•las des ::;ribed as 11distinctively Kate Claxton 1 s part 

·.;::ich no ac·c.ress h:::.d ever attempted to compete • 11 Her husband's 

perfor;:;,ance or' dual cha:cacters "4as considered 11 good. 11124 

Yay 20, 1391, p. L~ • 

;·.:ay 23, 1391, p. 4. 

122.~ :-','fl :::..::::..::.) ~iay 24, 1891, p. 4. 

123 ::;~~ 
:.::__:.1 Decer:.be~ l; 1391, p. 2. 

December / l39l, p. 5. o, 



C-cJ.rC:-cJ to :--.::~en on the day of an attraction 

ac:~c dance rnan J. '!. 

The Times re-

3nd evasion of t~e police: 

Iv~r. a sized Jag along VIi th hi1n when. he ca.:=:a 
to th::c city yesterday. :~aced more stuff -- became a 11 low foul­
mouthed noisy a:1d cu::rrrelscse ro,.rdy. 11 He insulted a lady on the 
stret.]t an(:i became in"';".r~.:;lv-ed in tv1o nscrapsn with more respectable 
:ne~bers of the compar.y- .. LarT'J Maroney 11mopped up the office cor-
~~dor" o~ t~e Jerome ~ith him. 

'i~:~~:T··. ·r :3a.::d ';-.:~ ~ Cle-:.-,~ ~ '-s:i to 
=--~~i:. .... r-.:.dn -:b.e cause of r,!J.~ .::..:.'.(;J.ir, 

a.:J.c. 

rep.::;rta!: of "Chls paper, Hwhen I 
L sent ~wo of ~Y o~~ boys out to 

They found him skul~ing in an 

V!c.ri·c.~-:~s ;;,a:rs i-3S~L-:.-_.c:. :-""'.-.-: ... "::e drur:~~: a:1d disorderly, but he 
mcnaged to elude c.fr'ic.sr::: in soz:.e ,,;ay and probably got out of town 
on one of the early ~rains.l25 

ITll c 'J.l. e -

had playej OilB-;.:i.ghr, st::nds of their best or f2.vorite 

~ - - - ~ - ' a few stars in their thirties :...,. v,,;:;.v 

good supporting casts, which some-

~~a their spou3es. Some stars chose the road as a place to 

Tl:.sre 11iere all kinds of audiences, performances, and per .for::r.ers 

2. t the :{c:seler; "(;ariety was a qu.::.:i ty sl1G.r3d by all. Generally, aud-

iences pr3~\:;r::..~ed light an.d rra:sical pieces 1 but realistic melodrama or 



the more refined aua1en~ss. 3~8rs with established J.. '. repuva"Glons 

and ' StlG">i3 ~ rur.s or _e~ca caoe; ..L.u. fact, so;;;.e nsc been 

.P •. s a r:.: :..·2, a~_:_c :.e~:ces and performers alD:e be-

ha'Ved ~ell: .::r:c. tha attrc:.etior1s' ~...;ere nB2..rly always clean and whulesoJ1e. 

a few great sta:7s, and many a.t-rr~actions that were on t!1e road playing 

one-night stan.ds. Aspen~tcs did not have to go to Denver to see them; 

t.aey t:ne 
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~ ana concn.<c •; 11 ... n.elr meRr-.s 01 ~,rave_._ ana me .. noas ot puo-'-lClty 

1 
as well 

as prices and remuneration. Possibly some companies did not book through 

the Silver Circuit; old est~blished groups and a few barnstoring 

troupes booked appearances . ' ' :.nr: e:)e nae 

Before the ~~eeler opened, plan3 were made to have it in Peter 

-yeo.r-old theatrical circuit t..;hich in-

eluded Colorado, Utah, and ~Jyoming towns having theaters and railroads 

(see Plate IX, p. 119). The young and shrewd McCourt, former dry goods 

clerk in Oshkosh, vlisconsin 1 and salesman in New York City, was a brother-

.L'l-~&:.; o~~" A. "'J. Tabor, s~lve:::- sr:ion anG builder of Denver's Tabor Grand 

Opera House. J..fter a year .-:-:s secretary to Tabor, McCourt became manager 

of the opera house in :aSL ~nd, in orrler to learn every detail of the 

ousines:.:;, ticket McCourt made trips to 

i\ew York -:;:3.c ··1 :::-;:ring 1 :-,s <.: 1 n:any other theater managers, to bar gain for 

During the3e he per-

,,_ JI~ll theatrical circuits developing in the 

·S ::/ :::::sr becar;e ;j·, h:1b for western railroads, the enterprising 

:-;cCoc.:r~ :;).~c-;i.:.reC. the i.dea of a theatrical circuit originating in Denver 

;.;hici:-;. coL<ld sup,:Jly Sillaller theaters in railroad towns. By 1886 the Silver 

:~i:-ctlit was a realiLy; ;.lcCour:::. t,;as its manager and booking agent ~o;ith 

in the 

Aside frofi, i1cCour t. 1 s financial gain, the plan gave compan1es goinE.?; 

to and from the Pacific Coast opportunities to perform several nights on 

3Henry Dudley Teetor, "The Silver Theatrical Circuit: or All the 
tilorld 1 s 4 St;:;ge 1 

11 Mn~?~zinA GT, 7dPstf'rn Historr, XIII (November, 1890 -
April, 1091), pp. 740-741. 

4g- .... ~::,...-.-~ uP"l ..... +- - ;,~c, TJ, S. i•... ~ il6S to l 0/ 57 ( Ne<,.; York: HcGraw-a.-~.1.J.,_... ...... :...o. :'--' ....... "" tJ'JJ _ _ _ 

Hill Book Co:-:-,~anJ 1 Inc., l /, 1 1 ? • 256. 
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reauclng loss spent 

Actually, a company could :t its wa:1 from Denver to Sac. Frcr:cisco .. 

• for instance, ~:r:_7:a Abbott leaving Denver l~londc.jr cot1ld be 
ac the Colorado S -~pcra house that night; at -""'a Hotlse, 
Pueblo, j 'fs~Jor Ho11se, Leadville, i:iheeler 
Opera House, Aspen, Thur::;day; Salt Lake Theater, Friday; Ogden Opera 
House, Saturday; and leaving Ogden Sunday morning, arrive at San 
Francisco the .following Honday noon.5 

The Wheeler opened when ~·~cCourt 1 s three year's of experience in 

booking companies on the Silver Circuit must have given him a fairly 

good idea of what types. of troupes and entertainment would draw paying 

houses in r;he smaller towns. Very likely he also had learned that some 

companles would not consider a tour of one or two night stands without a 

~-uaranteed fee, and that oUtP.rs did not re1ish traveling in the mountains. 

'I'ouring companies interested in ;Jlaying the circuit were either dependent 

;:;:;en HcCourt. 1 s booking met.ho(.;s or they could contact managers independ-

L1 <:.Ge new theaters of what had been 

considered the 11 hin ter l,·lncio,. 

Frequently, companiEd played several days or a week in Denver, 

traveled to Aspen on SQ~day, played the vfueeler on Monday night, and left 

c.hat night or ~he next morning to make Leadville for a performance or.. 

'I''~esday nigh:.. .:.dvance stor _8:: usually mentioned from where a company 

~-'cc s .. :me ~·J, '·~voland's [<lir:Jtrel Show which stated that 

Grand ~ne~a a ~eek's engagement was 

. "! ~ • 

:.~"i~:::c~ J£. :ne roud at inr:,ermediate points. 110 

e::1lly ;;~a-:-.ec ·,.;hen the troupe left and where it was going, as was this 

c. 
JTsa~or, on. cit., p. 741. 

September 27, 1 



case with Louis and :nis ~e.;:- formers: "ihe James Co. '...rill leave this 

morning for Leadville •..:here they will open with Julius Caesar. ,.7 Some-

times compe.nies c2..:-ne from Lea.dville on their way back to Denver. 

Hhen in ,:nos t 3 at the Jerome or Clarendon 

Hotels; however, some engaged special railroad cars for travel, sleeping 

accom.-nodatior:5 1 ar:d sce::ec;-. The Bostonians had their 11 own specia1 pull-

man, no McFadden 1 s Uncle Ton';: Cabin combination traveled in "their owr1 

special car, 119 and the Georgia Hinstrels toured in 11 their own special 

palace cars.nlO Special baggage cars carried scenery, properties, and 

costumes. Wheeler patlons •,.;ere disc:.ppointed when the cast for The Cler.l-

enceau Case arrived and could not perform without their costtL:nes and 

scenery. The baggage car cor~t.aining ttreir eq_uipment was cut ot.,f in Red 

Cloud, :{ebra.5ka; ~he tr&in, behind time, was cut to make up lost time. 

Ei'forts by ::,he ::::annger ~o heve the car !!brought up in tiffie for the r,lheeler 

' ., 
~er ~0~:-aar:c;::. t:iere L~:-Ji tless ... n-L..L 

~rery f:e'd companies attempted more than a two-nig'c.t stnnd. The 

\.filbur Company featuring James R. McCann and Lizzie Kendall in melodramas 

was the only one to play t!rree nights and a matinee to ~ull houses. Al3o; 

this was the only one to move to another Aspen theater, the Tivoli, for 

the rest OI.~ the week .12 ~fanager Cochran 1 s reorganized Eckert troupe once 

~ried three nights of the same piece but gave up the idea. The two night3 

7ADT, January 21, 1890, p. 1. 
,, o,,,,'T' 
~' 

9A ~m 
~' 

11 

March 13, 1891, p. 4. 

June 9, 1891, p. 4. 

July J, 1800, p. 4. 

, January 20 1 l39l, p. 4. 

1890, p. 4. 
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ana a ma0lnee plan was successful for the 1 Ecke G 

Stetson's Uncle ~om 1 s Cabin Company, and Richards and Pringle's minstrel 

Opera three different 

and popular cou~c operas. cio stands of the 

same piece usually had poor second night audiences. The manager for the 

Au~Jstin Daly Company, booked to play the ~~eeler one night, cancelled 

his engagement at Salida because he said that "Aspen had a better repu-

tation for a house the second night than Salida had for the first.n The 

company showed another play at the wneeler, but on the second night, there 

After 1890, one-night 

stands were in order at the 09era house. 

Advance agents for large and nationally-know'TI touring groups 

usually_ came to Aspen a'Jout a week ahead of their companies. ':'hese men 

handled publicity by giving advance stories to newspapers, posting bill-

boards, and providing any other media for advertising -crceir 

Also, they often checked travel schedules and arranged for living accom-

wodations. Sam Thall, advance agent for the Grismer-Davis Company, was 

in to~1 wa sue~ pre~arational4 while his company was concluding a 

four-wesk c~s~so~ent at tne 3u~h Theatre in San Francisco.l5 Smaller 

groups, thoae originating closer to the Rocky Hountain region or barn-

storming units, did not have such personnel but may.have mailed advance 

publicity to theater managers. 

lJADT, Hay 16, 1890, p. 2. 

ll•A;JT, November 28, 1890, p. 4. 

15m, November 30, H390, ?· 4. 



~:<ed a year in advance m th a g1Jarantee 

n· one '!:.ho..-,3:::-Jd GOU&r3 ~'or ,_;ne night, the famous Bostonians, partie-

ularly noted toe: tneir wel1-:ast and superbly staged presentations,l6 

were probaGly finest comic opera in the 17 For 

t'"' 1r c::1e performance, prices were raised, every seat in the house was 

c' .s?rvt,d, and six hundred dollars 1 worth of tickets had been sold three 

days before_the _musicians arrived.l8 With their orchestra and grand 

chorus, the group reached Aspen in their own special pullman. Although 

there were some cast substitutions, their performance was 11a real treat 

to scores who had so often been bored by barnstorming companies."l9 

Not so '"ell-known nor managed as the Bostonians, the California 

Opera Company came from the r,.Jest Coast twice in five months. A month 

after its first appeara:1ce at the ~~eeler, the company was stranded in 

Salt Lake Git-r P.S a result or bqd management, a drunken advance agent, 

• J- " ' • • b., " Jl) ana vOO .Large wn1sk:ey lJ..Ls • .._, Three months later, with Mr. Ben Tuthill 

as manager and some other changes in the company, they returned.21 

Special arrangements by the hospital committee to present the 

Abbie Carrington Grand Opera Company in a benefit performance were not 

'iery fruitful. Perhaps the company did not arrive in time; in place of 

a review, a news item stated that the 11D & R G train was late two hours, 

l6.-.e('1.-, ~m" '-n vu~"''~l '"'omedy 1'n _A~erica (Ne" York·. Theate-J. ~-ts \..,;...,.....- 1_ Vil.,...;..I-Jll.j i.:. ;..J..;.........,.::::: 'J .i_.. • -'1..11l -- W fi.l. 

~ ' -.., ' ' V -. , OC:") lc75 nooKs, uOOArc, ;;ac<Jre,sor, 1-//'1 , p. • 

17 :\I)'T' ;.:____::_, 

18ADT --' 

19~.DT, 

20 

2l•.nm 
~} 

November 5, 18Yl, p. 2. 

Harch 10, 1891, ?· 4. 

Ygrch 14, 1891, p. 4. 

August 12, lo70, p. 4. 



so a train was held in Grand Junction for the 

Carrington combination. 11 22 Only ;$15.JQ23 '..ras realized from the "certain 

per cent of the s to €0 to the hospital fund. u24 

W. T. Carle dubbed the "guiding us 11 of his fifty member 

opera company, had a replacement take his singing role for the first 

booking, but when he tried it a second time (see Chapter III, p. 68) 1 

Nanager Cochran refused to permit such a change.25 The next year mem-

bers of this group and other comic opera companies combined with or-

chestra director Carl Martens ~~d returned as the Calhoun Opera 

minus ~x. Carleton.26 

Charles Frohman's Comedians came to the Wheeler for three one-

night stands. Frohman's name had become syuonymous with productions of 

standard drama and his companies of fine actors toured the continent27 

with hit productions from New York, the result of his careful play sel-

ections for ::m t::s :-cad, good talent and direction. In the cast 

which played >fr. 'dilkinson 1 3 '•lidows were star players, Joseph Holland and 

i"Irs. Georgie Drew Barrymore. 28 The review for the show pointed up the 

quality of the company's talent. "Like Charles Frohman's companies, 

22.'.:->'T J 21 1'"'01 4 ~ une , o, : p. • 

23 

__,, 
~8A'-E, April 17, 1893, P• 8. 

27ocal Sumner Goad and Edwin Mims, Jr., The American Stage, Vol. 
XIV: The Pn!!eF.mt ot America (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1929), p. 264. 

ZS. :'IT' M ' "' 1892 .... u1, 1 ,ay o, , p. 4 • 



this one was first-class in 7:Ve"CJ pr: ticular composed o;.-. rf2ut1 actresses 

and actors. Th~y ••nrQ ~'l -t~-s not a stl'ck l·n ~ne COITI~.B~Y· .n29 • v ·· w\:0 ·~ .:;;. .i. ;j •d.l. 1 v -:c •.-Cl 

F~'rlO ther fa •tori te gro. from New York 1 the EI-fie Z:lls ler 

made annual tours to Aspen and played five engagements at the 1tlheeler. 

F~mous for her original character of Hazel in Hazel Kirke, Miss Ellsler was 

supported in all her engagements by her husband Frank \.Teston and some-

times by C. \·!. Couldock, also of the original Hazel Kirke cast. 

One of the oldest companies in the country, The }tilton Nobles 

Company, starring ~dlton Nobles and his wife Dollie had come to Aspen 

by stage in 1884 for an appearance, but traveled by rail when they came 

' to the Wheeler for a one-night and two two-night stands. James O'Neill, 

the actor-manager, brought his strong Honte Cristo company twice for one-

night•stancis. The Louis James Company came twice in 1890 when Mr. James 

was featured in Shakespeare and tragedy. 

Several minstrel companies appeared at the ',{heeler- \.'ith their 

distinctive type of ent,~rtainment. In 1890 and 1891, 1..f. S. Cleveland 

and his troupe of thirty-five30 to over fifty31 performers played the 

'~neeler four times at prices ranging from a quarter for children at a 

matinee32 to one dollar and fifty cents for the parquet and reserved bal-

cony )3 Each booking brou~;;h t c if.::.'er-enc headliners such as the "King of 

29 

September 27, 1691, p. 4. 

December 16, 1690, p. 2. 

October 1, 1891 1 p. 4. 

Dece~ber 161 1890, p. 2. 



:v1instrels 1 the 

<o;_,_ tit Coinc-:Gian Torn. Me Intosh,. 

Charles E. Schil1in[ <fe teran mins 
~6 

mr:m,) tl'.ree L' t.lmes 

with troupes. and with tl-1e 1 Eli tch and 

Schilling Company, organized in Denver and owned by John Elitch 1 Jr.37 

The third time the troupe was billed as the 11Chas. E. Schilling's Min-

strels. uJS 

The Richards and Pringle's Georgia Minstrels played twice. The 

show featured Billy Kersandc:, a ::dlver cornet band, and was aupported by 

It • co c ~ , ~ 1- • J- • · 1119 a coter1e o. o~orea ~uar A:vlsts. ~ Primrose and West 1 s trm;;Je l~rom 

the Pacific Coast40 appeared once as did Gorton 1 s Famous New Orleans Nin-

strels and Hnverly 1s Hastodon Hinstrels. The latter two companies intra-

duced a new feature to minstrelsy; they substituted a free open-air band 

concert on the street to replace the usual parade.4l 

In a class by themselves ·..:ere the companies playing the 

Uncle Tom's Cabin; "Tom Shm.;s 11 was a show business term applied to them.42 

With well over fifty 11Tom Shows" on the road, just three of them came to 

J4'D1' b._=., 

35t,n'i' _.w_,' 

J6. 

;r; 
~! "~ 

---=.~.:...' 

~~ ~ry· ,, 
.:...:..::::...' 

\\...4 

-'/;8T, 

'0 4 
ADT __ , 

4lr, ur 
~' 

January 23, 1890, p. 4. 

December 16, l890, p. 2. 

H ' 
~lovemcer 

::;o,remOer 
J. .J_' d90, p. 4. 

Novemoer 2, 1692, P• 8. 

April 8, 1892, p. 3. 

May 9, 1893, p. 5. 

June 22, 1893, P· 6. 
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fea fv1able .A.rl ton as Eva 

played t~o evening nces and a matinee.43 The other sho~s ~ere 

of the "doublen varie This ad'![ertis scheme to crowds ioi'as used 

by 11cFadden 1 s ~fctmrEG ~h L0uble as listed two of nearly every 

feature of the production, plus the parade. 

2 ;-:farks 1 2 Topseys, 2 donkeys 1 2 Shetland ponies, 4 bloodhounds, 
10 musicians, 6 jubilee singers, 1 pullman car, 20 performers. 
Grand free street parade, 12 o 1clock, rain or shine.44 

Sutton's Honster Double Company was advertised as "The Barnum 

of them a - 11 and carried. thirty-t1.-lO performers with doubles for all par 

Confusion resulting from the fantastic double casting prompted a ~eviewer 

to write this opinion: 11 The old story has served a noble purpose and 

de:::erves tender treatment in his [si~ old age. n46 

The big companies featuring extravaganzas and spectaculars ~ere 

popular. M. B. Leavitt, leading producer of this tj~e of show, brought 

his company of fifty to the TJheeler on three occasions, Charles H. Yale 

managed companies three times for William J. Gilmore's bookings of The 

Twelve Temotations and the Devil's Auction. E. E. Rice's companies 

appeared twice. The famed Bolossy Kiralfy Company featured The Water 

Oueen and Henry E. Dixey brought his Adonis company once. Nick Roberts' 

Pantomime Company doing Humpty Dumptz had one booking. 

The Kimball Opera Comique and Burlesque Company under the 11 sole 

management of Mrs. Jennie Kimball" and starring Corrine, the ex-Spanish 

43ADT __ , February 16, 1890, p. 2. 

44ADT, June 6, 1891, p. 4. 

45ADT __ , January 22, 1892, p. J. 

46ADT --' January 24, 1892, p. 4. 

'i:; 
,4,~ 



12G 

came to the Wneeler twice. Both times the company advert,ised 

sixty artists ;47 hove•rer 1 after the second booking, a revieYer Yrote 

that rtsome forty ve-;:y o people," so far as talent was concerned 

appeared to than they deserved." His caustic com-

;ac,rits about, t~1e company also noted false advertising about the ·scenery 

as he wrote, >tThe two carloads of scenery was left in the Rio Grande 

yards, if they had it, as advertised.n48 

Vaudeville companies were booked three different times but none 

c~:tme more thsn once. Colonel John D. Hopkins, king of the 1raude•rille 

producers, with his Boston How2rd Athenaeum aggregation played a two-

night stand as did Professor Herman's Trans-Atlantique Vaudevilles. 

r·:oore and Gillet 1 s london 3tar Specialty Company advertised twenty-five 

vaudeville acts at prices of one dollar and fifty cents and one dollar 

for one performance. Charlie Boyd brought members of the Arnold Gardner 

Company, then appearing at his variety theater, the Comique, to the 

Wheeler for a hospital benefit.49 

Nearly all of the companies that came to the Wheeler were on tour 

across America and had originated in New York; a few came from the West 

Coast or the immediate ~egion. Railroads to Aspen and Peter McCourt 1 s 

Silver Circuit booking plan made engagements possible if companies 

elected to follow the general practice of playing one-night stands. Min-

strel companies with annual cha~ge of specialties, and other groups of-

47~~~ '' h 9 1M9~ J ~' !'tare , o c:., p. • 

48 March 13, 1892, p. 4. 

49ADT, September 13, 1890, p. 4. 



a different piece on the second stands, 

but three-night stands were seldom attempted. 

Those most often -- usually not more than once a yeqr 

were older companies, such as the Ellsler and Nobles troupes, well 

in Aspen before the Wheeler was built. However, groups having national 

reputations, such as the Frohman Comedi~~s, Leavitt's and Gi 

travaganza performers, played three times in five years, a 

for the Wheeler. 

1 s ex-

record 

Fear of crossing the rugged Rockies kept some ~'~citytt companies 

away and probably served as an excuse to demand a price too high for an 

evening's 11 take" at the Wheeler. Possibly some companies which normally 

played in metropolitan areas liked the idea of having a trip to the mining 

towns for there was a pattern in troupe movements. A company, after 

playing in Denver for several days, traveled on Sunday, played the Wheeler 

a night or two, often too~ a train to Leadville and, after a day or 

two there, returned to Denver ready to resume a continental tour. Some­

times the pattern was reversed, and Aspen was the last Silver Circuit stop 

before Denver. Perhaps some quality compar~es that normally did not play 

in small towns took the little scenic tour just to see if stories about 

theater life in the fabulous mining towns were true. 

Although big and wel -organized com?anies frequently sent advance 

agents ahead to arrange for ~ublicity and living accommodations, performers 

often traveled in their own special cars, thereby solving their housing 

problems •. This was especially true for the colored troupes. 

Prices were raised f~r a few nationally-known and large companies 

such as tht? t:nstonians. ':'hi: was the exception, though, rather than the 

.oming to the 1~neeler was reduced as silver 
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pr1ces fell. Theatrical tou companies were made up of 

a :i.i vi.ng ''on the road 11 rather- than in one theater or area. If a 

at the wneeler could offer silver to jingle in ts, 

they came. 

In 1894, April 23 and 24 fell on Tuesday and Wednesday, just as 

they h'ld five years before when the glamorous opening of the Wheeler 

Opera House was the talk of the town. An enterprising manager might 

have promoted a grand celebration for the Wheeler's fifth anniversary, 

but the house was dark. Earlier in the month, two touring companies 

had punctuated the program of home town activities a Populist Party 

rally, a temperance lecture, amateur benefits for the King's Daughters 

and the G. A. R., plus the high school commencement exercises for two 

girl graduates. The Wheeler was not closed, but its use was a reminder 

of J. B. Wheeler's first, and perhaps prophetic, announcement in 1888 

that his bar~ block would be furnished for a public hall -- with stage 

fixtures. 



Chronological List of Productions 

The following table gives the events at the Wheeler Opera 

House from its opening on April 23, 1889, to April 26, 1894. The 

column on the left contains the initial letter for the day of the 

veek; an asterisk denotes a matinee. The second collli~~ lists the 

dates of the events and in the third column are names of the com-

pany, the entertainment, the author (when possible), and the im-

portant actor or actors. Advertisements, reviews and items from 

social columns of the Aspen Daily Times, Volumes V through X, 

served as sources. 

T and W April 23-24 

H and T April 29-30 ' 

T May 7 

F >1ay lO 

·' and Th May 29-JO 

May JO 

2un June 9 

June 17 

Conried 1s English Comic Opera Company, 
The King's Fool by Adolph MUller. 

Home talent, Peak Sisters and Penelope; 
auspices ladies of Christian Church. 

W. H. Power's Company, The Ivy Leaf by 
ConT. Hurphy. 

Fisk Jubilee Singers, Concert. 

H. J. GiL'Tiore Company, The Twelve Tempta­
tions by Joseph C. Foster; W. J. Gilmore. 

i·femorial Day services by local citizens. 

Convention Reception, International 
Typographical Union. 

Rhea Company, Huch Ado About Nothing by 
Shakespeare; ~ale. Rhea. 

lJl 



s June 22 

T and W June 

M July 15 

T July 16 

Th August 22 

M September 16 

T September 19 

M September 23 

T September 24 

F end S October 5-6 

T October 8 

October 9 

ih October 10 

M end T October 14-15 

October 23 

F November 1 

s November 2 

M and T 

London Star Specialty Compar~ 1 vaudeville; 
~~ore and Gillet. 

American Institute 

Modjeska Company, As You Like It by 
Shakespeare; Mme. Modjeska. 

Modjeska Company, Adrienne Lecouvreur 
by Scribe and Legouve; Mme Modjeska. 

Rich and Harris Company, Old Jed Proutv 
by Gill and Golden; Richard Golden. 

E'iward Harrigan Compaey, 
Edward Harrigan. 

Edward Harrigan Company, Cordelia's 
Asoirations; Edvard Harrigan. 

Coghlan Company, Jocelyn by Charles 
Coghlan; Rose Coghlan. 

Coghlan Company; Forget lA'.e Not; Rose 
Coghlan. 

Yom Kippur, Je\.'ish 
local citizens. 

services; 

Home talent concert; Baptist Church 
benefit. 

Nobles Company, From Sire to Son by 
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dolly Nobles. 

Nobles Company, Love and Lav by Milton 
Nobles; Milton and Dolly Nobles. 

The Stowawaz; Marion Elmore. 

Democratic county convention. 

Vincent Company, Our Eo~; Felix and 
Eva Vincent. 

Vincent Company, 9hio and Fogg's Ferrz 
by Callahan; Felix and Eva Vincent. 

Hoyt Company, A Brass Monkez by Charles 
~. Hoyt; Charles Drev and Flora Walsh. 



M and T November 25-26 

w ~iovecnber 27 

M December 2 

s Decemb .. r 19 

Sun December 15 

M and T I:ecember 23-24 

w • December 25 

Sun 29 

~- January 4 

Sun January 5 

Sun January 12 

M January 13 

T January 14 

w t.-1n~__...~-:;_rv l <:; 
~J 

Th January 16 

January 20 

Nick Roberts' Spectacular Pantomime 
Company, HumEtz Dumetz by George L. Fox. 

Patti F..osa 
Crav·en and 

, 
Patti Rosa# 

Little Lord Fauntler.QY by Frances H. 
Burnett; Georgie Cooper. 

Silver Medal Elocutionary Contest. 

Musical Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church; Reverend Alexander Allen. 

A Bunch of Kezs by Charles H. Hoyt; 
Louise Ray1nond. 

Haore 1 s Art 
and Santa Claus. 

Nusical Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church; Reverend Alexander Allen. 

Public installation, Women's Relief 
Corps and Winfield Scott Post, G. A. R. 

People's Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Song Service, Christ Episcopal Church. 

Grau Comic Opera Company, The Brigand~ 
by Offenbach; Marie Greenwood. 

Grau Comic Opera Company, Amo~J ta; 
•tarie Greenw·ood. 

r:;risr::.e;:-Davis Company, The Tigress by 
Ramsy Harris; Joseph Grismer a."ld Phoebe 
Davies. 

Grismer-Davis Company, The World Against 
Her by Frank Harvey; Joseph Grismer and 
Phoeba Davies. 

James Company, Virginius by Sheridan 
Knowles; Louis James. 



T 

Th 

F and S 

Sun 

T and W 

MandT 

F, S* 1S 

T 

Sun 

MandT 

Sun 

F 

w 

F and S 

F 

MandT 

January 21 

January Jl­
February 1 

February 2 

February 4-5 

February 10-11 

James Company, 
Louis James. 

w. s. 
Minstrels. 

Knight Company, Over the Garden Wall; 
Mrs. George Knight. 

People's Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Hoyt Company, A Hole in the Ground by 
Charles H. Hoyt. 

Leavitt Burlesque Company, 
~~~~~~ by Frazer and Gill. 

February 14-15 Stetson Company, 
Sto-we, Aiken 

February 18 

February 19 

Home talent musical, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Reed Company, The Woman Hater by D. D. 
Lloyd; Roland Reed. 

February 23 People 1 s Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

February 24-25 J. M. Hill Union Square Theatre Company, 
A Possible Case by Sydney Rosenfeld. 

March 2 People's Service, Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

March 7 Chamber of Commerce, public meeting to 
raise funds to advertise Aspen. 

March 12 James O'Neill Company, The Count of 
Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas; James 
O'Neill. 

March 14-15 Rice Company, Evangeline by E. 'E. Rice. 

March 21 Out of Bondage by Reverend Joseph Brad­
ford; the Hyer sisters. 

March 24-25 The Postage Stamp Company, A Social 
SessiQD· 
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M Mar::::t 

Th Apr:: : 

s 

Sun Apr:: : 

T 
% 

Apri: ~ 

Apr:.: 
-~ 

F --

M Apr:.: -

T * 

T 

Apr:S- -
Th ""* 

F * Apri: 

T Apri: 

' -
T Hay '-~ 

11[ May :.."-b 

Th May ~ 

F May 

s 'lay < 



Sun May 25 

T Ylc.y 27 

w May 28 

Th Hay 29 

Th June 5 

F June 6 

s 

Sun 

June 9 

June 16 

T and W June 17-18 

T and W June 24-25 

F June 27 

Th1F*, F July 3-4 

M July 7 

T July 8 

Sun July 13 

Memorial Services, auspices of Winfield 
Scott Post, G. A. R. 

~llsler Company, 
3wartz; Effie Ellsler. 

E • J. 

Ellsler Company, ~~ by Edward Sheldon; 
Effie Ellsler. 

Home talent, W. R. C. 

A Long Lane: or Pine Meadow by Sedley 
Brown. 

Illustrated lecture, 11The Homes of 
England" by The Great Cromwell. 

lustrated lecture, 11Paris 1 the Beauti­
::~ul City 11 by The Great CrolliWell. 

Illustrated lecture, 11The World's Fair and 
:::laris Exposition 11 by The Great CrolliWell. 

Katie Etr&.ett Company, The Waifs of New York; 
Katie Emmett. 

Shenandoah by Bronson Howard; 
York cast and Frank Carlyle. 

Joseph Haworth Company, Paul Kauvar by 
Steele MacKay; Joseph Haworth. 

Professor Herrmann's Trans-Atlantic 
Vaudevilles. 

New 

Boxing matches, Jack Dempsey, the NonPareil. 

Richards and Pringle Company, Georgia 
Minstrels. 

Public installation of I. 0. 0. F. Lodge 
by Aspen Lodge No. 59 and Silver City 
Lodge No. 92. 

Held by the Enemy by Gillette. Did not appear -
scenery burned in Walker Opera House firs in 
Salt Lake City. 

Illustrated lecture of Johnstu~ flood, 
hospital benefit. 



M July 14 

F July 18 

M August ll 

T August 12 

F August 29 

T September 9 

F September 12 

M September 29 

T September 30 

M October 6 

F October 10 

s October 11 

T October 14 

H October 15 

F October 17 

M October 20 

T October 21 

w October 22 

William A. Brady 
Dion Boucicault; 

~=by 

Home talent Mrs. J. A. Small. 

The California Opera Company, Olivette 
by Audran. 

The California Opera Compar~, La Mascott. 

Home talent, King 1 s Daughters. 

~adz Peggy; Nellie McHenry. 

Arnold-Gardner Vaudeville Company, 
ital benefit arranged by Charlie 
of the Comique Theatre •. 

Robert t1antell Company, Monbars by 
Adolph D1EnLery; Robert Mantell. 

Robert Mantell Company, Othello by 
Shakespeare; Robert Mantell. 

W. J. Scanlan Company, Myles Aroon by 
Augustus Pi tou; 111. J. Scanlan. 

Rose Coghlan Company, 
by Charles Reade; Rose Coghlan. 

Rose Coghlan Company, London Assurance 
by Dian Boucicault; Rose Coghlan. 

Democratic meeting. 

Hoyt Company, A Midnight Bell by 
Charles H. Hoyt. 

Hoyt Company, A Brass Mon~ey by 
Charles H. Hoyt. 

A Child of Naples by Adolph D1Ennery; 
Alexander Salvini. 

Don Caesar de Bazan by Adolph D1Ennery; 
Alexander Salvini. 

Henry E. Dixey Company, Adonis by E. E. 
Rice; Henry E. Dixey. 
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F 

M 

Th 

T 

M 

M 

Th 

M 

F 

M 

s 

T 

F 

M 

Oc 

Oc 

October 31-
November 1 

5 

November 13 

15 

November 24 

1 

December 4 

December 8 

Dece!liber 13 

Decariber 22 

Decer~bar 27 

. January 6 

January 9 

January 12 

Beacon Lights. 

Aamold Concert Company, child 
Louie Elbel, benefit for 
and new Catholic Church. 

of 

t 

Goodyear, Elitch and Schilling, Minstrel. 

The Carleton Opera Company, 
Genae. 

Home talent, benefit for Presbyterian 
Church. 

Hanlon Volter 
novelty. 

pan torrlme and 

Grismer-Davia Company, Lights and Shad­
~ by Charles Gaylor; Phoebe and Joseph 
Grismer. 

Edward E. Rice Company, Rice's World's 
Fair. 

Home talent concert by Ladies of 
Episcopal Church. 

W. S. Cleveland Company, Minstrel. 

Louis James Company, ~~~~~ by Marie 
Anne Lovall; Louis J aties • 

Abbott English Opera Cor~pany, Bohemian 
Girl by Balfe; Emma Abbott. Cancelled 
due to Emaa Abbott's death in Salt Lake 
City. 

Donnelly and Girard Company, Natural 
Gas; Nellie Price Dow. 

W. W. FoYler and Wm. Warrington, The 
Corsair by Rice and Braham. 



T 

s 

M 

s 

M 

s 

T 

F 

M 

s 

Th 

T and W 

Th 

s 

M 

January 20 

.Janue.ry 31 

February 7 

February 9 

February 18 

February 21 

Harch 3 

March 11 

March 14 

. March 16 

March 18 

March 21 

March 26 

March 31-
April 1 

April 2 

April 4 

April 6 
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William A. Brady Company, The Clemenceau 
Case by Alexander Dumas. Cancelled due to 
scenery and costumes in baggage car left 
in Red Cloud, 

Kimball Opera Comique and Burlesque Company, 
burlesque of Carmen by Alexander Bizet; 
Corinne. 

Charles Fror~an Company, The Private 
Secretary by William Gillette. 

Ole Olson; Robert L. Scott. 

Little Lord Faurrtlerov by Frances H. 
Burnett; Georgie Cooper. 

Patti Rosa Company, ImP by Fred Marsden 
and Clay M. Greene; Patti Rosa. 

Bolossy Kiralfy Company, 

Denman Thompson and George W. Ryer, 
Ihe Two Sisters by Charlotte Lennox. 

The World by J. C. Little; J. C. Little. 

The Bostonians, Fatinitza by Von Suppe. 

E. D. Stairs' Company, A Barrel of Money; 
Gracie Emmett. 

Hoyt Company, A Texas Steer by Charles H. 
Hoyt. 

Spra~Je 1 s Comedians, A Social Session. 

11'1. S. CleYeland Company 9 Cleveland 1 s 
Consolidated Hinstrels. 

"Phenomena," exhibition of mind reading 
and feats of strength; Martha and 
Charles Steen. 

Home talent benefit concert, Titania; 
Band of Hope. 

J. C. Lewis Company, Si Plunkard. 

Republican ratification meeting. 



s April 11 

Sun April 12 

Sun* April 19 

., April 21 ..l 

F April 24 

Th April 30 

s May 16 

F 22 

s May 23 

S1m Vs.y ;2L 

F i,~ay 27 

Th June 4 

M June 8 

T June 9 

June 10 

Th June 11 

F June 12 

s .June 13 

Ellsler Company, Miss Mar~ing by James 
Runyan; Effie Ellsler and Frank Weston. 

erend N. C. Matz. 

s and Chris 
Church; 

Hass meeting for miners to explain 
contribution benefits. 

Milton Company, 
by ¥dlton Nobles; Milton 

Wanted - the Earth; John Dillion. 

Katie Emmett Company, 
Katie Emmett. 

Home talent, East Lznne. 

Lillian Levis Company, Credit Lorraine 
by La~Tence Marston; Lillian Lewis. 

Lillian Levis Company, As In A Looking 
Glass by Lavrence Marston; Lillian Lewis. 

t'nlon Memorial 
R. and W • R. C • 

George C. Staley Company, A Royal Pass. 

Aspen High School Commencement exercises. 

McFadden's Mamwnth Double Uncle Tom's 
Cabin Company, Uncle Tom's Cabin by 
Stowe, Aiken version. 

Illustrated lecture, "Paris, the Mag­
nificent" by H. H. Ragan. 

Illustrated lecture, "A Trip to Alaska" 
by H. H. Ragan. 

Ill us tra ted lecture, "Ramblings in Rome n 

by H. H. Ragan. 

Charles H. Yale Company, Twelve Tempta­
tions by Charles H. Yale; W. J. Gilmore. 

Illustrated lecture, "Yosemite and Yel­
lowstone" by H. H. Ragan. 



M 

s 

T 

M 

Th 

M T 

Th 

M 

Th 

T, W, Th 

F 

F 

M 

Q * s u !I 

T 

w 

Th* 

Th 

June 15 

June 20 

June 23 
I 

I 

June 29 
I 

July 16 

July 20-21 

August 6 

t)l 

September 3 

September 8-
9-10 

September 11 

September 25 

September 28 

October .3 

October 12 

October 13 

October 14 

October l4 

Opera 
~~~~~~~·~~~by Balfe; 
Hal benefit. 

Public meeting about silver prices. 

Frank W. Sanger Company, Mr. Barnes of 
New York by A. C. Gunter. 

New York Bijou Theater Company, Qity 
Directorz; Russell's comedians. 

Starlight; Vernona 

Lecture, 11Big 
DeWitt Talmage. 

11 by Reverend T. 

benefit for Episcopal 

Goodyear, Elitch and Schilling Company, 
minstrel. 

Grand Lodge Convention, Knights of 
Pythias. 

Incog by Mrs. R. Pacheco; Charles Dickson. 

Richard ITI by Shakespeare; Thomas W. 
Keene. 

Evans and Hoey Company, A Parlor Match 
by Charles H. Hoy-t. 

W. S. Cleveland Compan], minstrel. 

Wilbur Company, The P1anter 1s Wife; 
James McCap~ and Lizzie Kendall. 

Wilbur Company, Streets of New York by 
Dion Boucicault; James McCann and Lizzie 
Kendall. 

Wilbur Company, The Two Orphans by Adolph 
D'Ennery. 

Wilbur Company, Escaped From the Law; 
Lizzie Kendall. 



B. 

t1 

F 

T 

M * M 

Th 

F 

M 

T 

Th and F 

Th 

F 

M 

Th 

F 

T, W, Th 

T 

Th 

M 

October 16 

October 18 

October 23 

October 27 

November 2 

November 12 

November lJ 

~rcwe:nber 16 

November 17 

November 26-27 

December J 

December 5 

'Cecember 7 

Cecember 10 

December 11 

December 15-
16-17 

December 22 

December 24 

December 28 

Nat C, 

Cosgrove and Grant Company, 
Kate Castleton. 

The Hustler by Lev Rosen. 

Concert, P. S. Gilmore Band. 

Lillian Lewis Company, Credit Lorraine 
by Lawrence Marston; Lillian Lew-is. 

Home talent 
Band of Hope. 

::'he Goldens, 
Bella Golden. 

by Bartley Campbell; 

The Goldens, Our Bachelors by Harry 
Robinson. 

Lost in London; Newton Beers. 

Yon Yonson by Jacob Litt; Gus 

The Two Orohans by Adolph D'Ennery; 
Kate Claxton. 

The Old Homestead by Denman Thompson 
and George W. Ryer. 

Dr. Bill; adapted by Hamilton Aide. 

Charles H. Yale Company, Devil 1s Auction 
by William J. Gilmore. 

Western Colorado Congress, Western Slope 
silver advocates. 

Horne talent, East Lynne, Tayleure adap­
tion; King's Daughters benefit. 

Fouler and Warmington Company, Skieoed 
by the Light of the Moon. 

Soort McAllister; Bobby Gaylor. 



M January 4 

F January 8 

s January 9 

s January 23 

January 27 

M February 8 

T February 9 

s February 13 

Th March 3 

s March 12 

M March 14 

F March 18 

M March 28 

w April 13 

F April 15 

William A Brady Company, The Clenenceau 
by Alexander Dumas; Sybil Johnstone. 

Gr isr,tc&r-Davis Company, by 
tus Thomas; Joseph Grismer and 

Phoebe Davies. 

Frank Savage Stock Compav_y, 
of Texas by A. C. Gunter. 

Sutton's Monster Double Uncle Tom 1 s 
Cabin Compav_y, Uncle Tom's Cabin by 
Stowe. 

Honest Hearts and Willing Hands by 
Duncan B. Harrison; John L. Sullivan 
vs. Jack Ashton in three-round glove 
contest, Duncan B. Harrison. 

W. T. Carleton Opera Company, 1nQigQ 
by Strauss. 

Maggie Mitchell Company, Little Ma>r-· 
erick by C. T. Dazey; Maggie Mitchell. 

The Lion's Mouth by H. G. Carleton; 
Frederick Warde. 

Patti Rosa Company, Doll~ Varden by 
Charles T. Vincent; Patti Rosa. 

Kimball Comic and Burlesque Company, 
Carmen Up To Data; Corrine. 

Charles Frohman's Company, Mr. Wilkin­
son 1 s 1-Tidows by William Gillette; 
Joseph Holland, Mrs. Georgie Drew 
Barrymore and Thomas Burns. 

Home talent benefit, Aspen Juvenile 
Opera Company, A Dress Rehearsal; 
auspices of Methodist Church. 

As Y~ by Shakespeare; Miss 
Gale and Creston Clarke. 

Reno and Ford's Comedians, Joshua Simpkins. 

Ri:::hards and Pringle ·company, Georgia 
Mi}Jtrels; Billy Kersands. 



s April 23 

T _l u 

s May 7 

T May 17 

T May 24 

s May 28 

Sun May 29 

M May 30 

Q June 11 v 

M June 13 

k' s * s June 17-18 
~ ' ' 

w June 22 

Th June 23 

M, T, W, Th .Tuly 11-12-
13-lL 

M, T, W, Th .. 

F and S 

w July 27 

T August 9 

Ellsler Company, Hazel Kirks by S 
MacKaye; Effie Ellsler. 

Home talent, I. 0. 0. F. 

Charles Frohman Company, Jane; 
original New York cast. 

Concert, Colorado State University 
Glee and Banjo Club. 

Fisk Jubilee Singers, concert, auspices 
of ladies of First Presbyterian Church. 

Miller Brothers 
pantomime. 

Memorial Sunday Services, local citizens. 

Memorial Day Services, Upton Post, G. 
A. R. 

Donnelly and Girard Company, Natural 
Gas; Amy Ames. 

The County Fair by Charles Barnard and 
Neil Burgess; Neil Burgess. 

Eckert Heck Troubadours, repertoire of 
special comedies; Emma Berg. 

Haverly's Mastodon Minstrels. 

Ross and Hoss; Charlie Reed and 
William Collier. 

Eckert Opera Company, Olivette by 
Audran; Errffia Berg. 

~~kert Opera Company, Chimes of Nor­
~~Ddl by Planquette; Emma Berg. 

Eckert Opera Company, H. M. S, Pinafore 
by Gilbert and Sullivan; Emma Berg. 

Gorton 1 s Famous New Orleans Minstrels. 

Daniels Company, Little Puck; Frank 
Daniels. 



w August 10 

T L 

" 

Th August 18 

w August 24 

Th September 29 

October 7 

T October 11 . 

F October 21 

s October 22 

H October 24 

Th October 27 

F October 28 

s October 29 

s November 5 

M rfovembor 7 

Th Huvember 10 

Sun ;;:)ve:r b:: r p 
-..J 

Th r·> )V~_: - r_J_ r- 17 

A Night at the Circus by H. G. Donnelly; 
Nellie McHenry. 

Marshall's Military Band Concert can­
celled. 

Home talent, The Con~erate Spl; 
Company C, National Guard. 

Concert, Mendelssohn Male Quartet from 
Cenver assisted by local talent. 

McFee of Dublin by Charles T. Vincent 
and John T. Kelly; John T. Kelly and 
Florrie Weat. 

Jacob Litt and Thomas H. Davis, direc-
tors, by William Haworth. 

Duff Opera Company, by 
Gilbert and Sullivan; Helen Bertram. 

Home talent, Columbus Day celebration, 
school children, W. R. C. and G. A. R. 

Fowler and Warmington Company, Skipped 
bv the Light of the Hoon; Charles J. 
Hogan and George Booker. 

Campaign Speech1 Senator Teller. 

Political rally, H. H. Eddy, speaker. 

Nobles Company, For Revenue Only by 
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dollie Nobles. 

Nobles Company, A Son of Thesois by 
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dollie Nobles. 

Republican rally, Belford, speaker. 

Charles E. Schilling Company, minstrels. 

R.enee DB Horay by D'Ennery; Clara Morris. 

'.:edium, Dr. Cooke. 

:Jacti Hosa Company, Miss Dixie; Patti 
~osa, benefit for Elks. · 



m 
.l. 

T 

s 

M 

F 

Th 

F and S 

M 

s 

T 

T 

w 

T 

iiovember 

December 16 

December 21 

December 27 

December 31 

January 2 

January 6 

January 12 

January 13-14 

January 30 

February 4 

Februar.r 7 

February 14 

February 15 

February 28 

Home talent, The Drunkard's Doom • 

'll. iJil1 iarJs Comedy Company, 
Sullivan and 

Jolly_~orise by Arthur Wallack; pre­
ceded by Offenbach's The Little Broom 
Sellers; Fanny Rice. 

U and I by James L. Lederer; George P. 
Murphy. 

Home talent, By Force of Impulse. 

Home talent, concert, Christian Church 
benefit. 

0. W. Haywood Compar~, 
by Sol. Smith 

Katie Putna~ Company, 
Express Package. 

The Spider and the Flz by M. B. Leavitt; 
Louise Royce. 

Home talent, The Merry Milkmaids; 
Methodist Church benefit. 

American Dramatic Company, Incog by 
VII's. Pacheco; Charles Dickson. 

Turner's English Girls Company, 
Cleopatra, burlesque. 

Home talent, Silver City Dramatic Club, 
Woodcock's Little Game and Word of 
Honor. 

Bill Nye, humorist, and A. P. Burbank, 
monologist. 

Baroness Blanc Company, Decention, 
ad.sption of Le Demi Honde by Alexander 
Dumas; Baroness Blanc. 

fic;:ne talent, Tho Irish Ddc tor by r..lal ter 
C ' eri~ for ••idow of snow slide ""·en; oen ,_ " .. 
victim. 



Th 1: r r 1•;arcn 2 

F J 

'1" March 7 1 

v '• f.:Srch 20 

s March 25 

w March 29 

w April 5 

Th April 6 

T April ll 

w April 12 

s April 15 

M April 17 

\ T April 18 

M April 22 

s April 27 

T May 2 

w May 3 

T May 9 

~'r.ar:s Jltlantic Cornpany, 
Jorill F. Sheridan. 

Atkinson Comedy 
Fred Wenzel and Jennie 

E. A. McFarland Company, ~ 
stead by Denman Thompson. 

Home talent, Th~ Henrietta by Bronson 
Howard; benefit for widow of mine 
accident victim. 

A Turkish Bath; Marie Heath. 

and ~en Broeck Company, The Nabobs. 

Greemrall Lord; R. 
w .... 
~fiss Annie Eva Fay in a scientific 
seance on spiritualism and theosophy. 

Florence Company, The Mighty Dollar by 
Benjamin Tffoolf; Mrs. 11[. .J. and 
Howard Coveney. 

Ellsler Company, Hazel Kirke by Steele 
MacKaye; Effie Ellsler (farewell tour). 

Calhoun Opera Company, Said Pasha by 
Daniel Auber; Laura Millard. 

Calhoun Opera Company, Bocaccio. 

Home talent, The Her~ietta by Bronson 
Howard. 

Gentleman Jack; James J. Corbett, boxer 
who knocked out John L. Sullivan. 

Lecture, Louis F. Post. 

Stark's Austro Hungarian Orchestra, 
concert. 

Primrose and West Company, minstrel. 



Th 

s Hay- 20 

w Hay 24 

s May 27 

Sun May 28 

T May 30 

M and T June 12-13 

Sun June 18 

Th June 22 

F June 30 

F August 11 

M September 3 

s September 30 

M October 2 

w October 4 

F October 6 

F October 1.3 

T October 24 

Th November 2 

M November 6 

Tne Liliputions, The Little Countess 
. C' ~ n~ r•. M. Oy nar~es uByior; vOUnGess 1agr1, 
o Mrs. General Tom Thumb (rare-
well totlr) . 

cancelled -when 
company disbanded in Denver }~y 14. 

The Prodigal Father; Carmencita. 

L~e Tdea by Hallen and Hart; Al Wilson. 

Memorial Sunday services. 

Nemorial Day services. 

Boston Specialty 
vali:deville. 

Miss May English mediu111. 

Home talent, Cinderella, burlesque. 

rtome talent, musicians' charity concert, 
Chamber of Commerce benefit. 

Home talent, Labor Day progrfu~, Daggett's 
opera house orchestra. 

Miners' mass ~eeting. 

Businessmen's meeting. 

:~ass meeting, miners and mine laborers. 

~itt and Davis Company, A Nutme~ Match 
by 1.Ji lliam Haworth {no review - may not 
' 1 '\ :1ave p ayea;. 

Home talent musicians' charity concert, 
for Chamber of Commerce. 

Grar.d Populist Rally, Govsrnor ~aite, 
speaker. 

Aspen Antipartisan Equal Suffrage League. 

Populist Party Rally. 



F November 24 

M ~over.1.ber 27 

m 5 1 

T December 12 

M January 8 

Th January 11 

F .J.:muary 19 

s February 3 

w February 7 

w February 14 

Th February 22 

T March 6 

s March 10 

T March 20 

T April J 

w April 4 
::1 
2 , 

Barlow Brothers Marnmoth Minstrel 

Fri>mds by Edwin Xilton 

Fowler and 's Corr:ed i ar1.s, 
Skiooed by the Light of the ~(oo~; 
cancelled due to storms in mountains -
troupe could not make railroad connections. 

Home talent concert, Apollo Club, Cham­
ber of Cowmerce benefit to alleviate 
destitution. 

AT~rican Dramatic Company, 
by Charles Klein; Charles Dickson. 

?a~:i Rosa Company, Miss Dixie; Patti 

Ho~e talent, G. A. R. benefit entertain­
ment. 

James O'Neill Company, The Count of Monte 
Cristo by Alexander Dumas; James O'Neill. 

McFee of Dublin by Charles T. Vincent and 
John T. Kelly; John T. Kelly. 

Home talent, Aspen Specialty Company, 
including Daggett's Band and Aspen Man­
dolin Club, King's Daughters benefit. 

Daniels Company, Little Puck; Frank 
Daniels and Bessie Sanson. 

Ole Olson. 

Home talent, Rebecca's Triumoh; King 1 s 
Daughters benefit. 

Ellsler Company, Doris by Robert Drouet; 
Effie Ellsler. 

Populist Rally. 

Home talent, Rio Grande; King's 
Daughters benefit. 



F April 6 

s l 7 

s April 14 

M April 16 

s April 20 

Th April 26 

Free;;:en 1 s Fu..'1. Makers 1 

by Charles E. Blaney. 

lecture. 

Home talent, The Southern Spr; benefit 
G. A. R. encampment fund. 

High School Commencement exercises. 

M. B. Leavitt Company, The Spider 
and the Flv by M. B. Leavitt. 

I. 0. 0. F. 75th Anniversary exercises. 
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