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PREFACRE

Seventy~six years ago the Wheeler Opera House was a symbol of
thé prestige and culture of the silver mining town of Aspen, Colorszdo.
Somehow theatrical historians have overlooked the little theater -
twice ravaged by fire that spared enough attic space for pigeons to nest,

VSinqg restoration in its Victorian style, artists of world renown and
'? éoﬁé of tomorrow's great musicians appear there.

| From 1950 through 1954, the writer lived in Aspen when famous
5iimﬁ$icians were performing at summér festivals, and professional skiers

e

“were helping develop a winter ski resort. Proud pioneers, dwelling in

‘the glorious past and probably a little intolerant of the 1950 advances,
told stories of Aspen's late nineteenth century wealth from the silver

- mines, progressiveness and culture. After hearing these tales, an idea

developéd that a history of the Wheeler Opera House should reflect that
Sterling silver life, and, if it did, the findings should be organized
in a fangible form that they might be preserved.

The original purpose of the study was to seek out facts about
the origin of the opera house, its managers, entertainments by companies
of performers, and its audiences from 1889 through early 1894, because
that period included the.beginning of the house and the time when there

¥as greatest theatrical entertainment in it. Analysis revealed that

Slgnificant material concerning the management of the house suggested a

careful examination of the procedures employed in its operation. These
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procedures could not be studied without considering all the related
elements of the theater. Therefore, this thesis emphasizes management
of the Wheeler as a theater and includes historical background of Aspen,
the physical thester, audiences, performances, performers, and companies,
Since the approach to the study is through the theater, a communication
media, this tﬁesis belongs in the field of thesater.
Value of this resesrch lies in the contribution it should make to
theater history of Colorsdo. It offers a compilation and preservation
of significént materials concerning management and theatrical activity
of one opera hoﬁse in an isolated Rocky Mountaih town where fabulous
riches poured from its gilver mines until they were shut down becauss
of the decline of silver prices and the Panic of 1893. Perhaps this
work will be an aid to other theaﬁrical studies of this period and region.
Before considering this history, use of the word "theater" should
be discussed. In the 18407z an opera house was built, but not especially
for opera; it was used for many kinds of theatrical productions. Hencs,
it was a theater. The second interpretation of "theater" refers to any
and all entertainments presented in a theater but not limited to liter-
ature of the theater. 1In the case of the Wheeler, it includes every
kind of entertainment presented, from serious drama and comic opera on
"down" to boxing exhibitions and appearances of spiritualists. In fact,
it referred to any attraction that appeared on the stage at the Wheeler --
even midget shows.,
The manner in which the Wheeler was operated depended upon thse
events and circumstances as they happened, so chronological order is
employed in this history to show how they affected "its operation. Some

deviation from this order occurs when other order or placement of
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material helps to focus attention on the management. The introductory
chapter provides Aspen history to show what position the opera house
held in the town's development. Chapter II follows with construction
of the building to iﬁs completion and the grand opening. The managers,
in order of tﬁeir appointments to the house msanagership, are treated in

Chapter III. Chapter IV presents a change of chronological order., The

audiences are considered first because it is for them that the theater

and perform&nce; were created. The kinds of performanceé’fhey saw are
described next. Following this, leeding performers are pfesénted in

{
chronological ordef of their appearance., Because the companies are
least related to management of the house, they are considerad in the
last chapter.

. If this bistory of the Wheeler Opera House is to be significant
to the student of theater, the forces that produced the house musti be
consideres. The discovery of silver and 1ts production in Aspen were
closely related to the being of the opera house, so the first chapter,
"Handsomest Mining Town in the Rocky Mountains,!" presents a brief history
of the town from its beginning through early 1894. 'In it, early theaters
and the influence of Jerome B. Wheeler on the esconomic and social devel-
opment of Aspen are stressed. In one way, the little town was like other
new ones founded by America's growing pooulstion moving West; it had a
new opera house. However, in a mining town it was unusual for a theater
or opera house to be a part of the biggest, most-substantial and best-
furnished building, so the record of the construction 9f the opera house
Building and descriptions of its furnishings are presented in Chapter II,
"Little Cem of a Theater." Distinctive features of the decor and equip-

ment of the auditorium end stage are followed by an account of the grand

opening celesbration.




Detailed knowledse of how resident theater menagers directed opers

nouse ectivities in Colorzdo mining towns seems to be lacking, so Chapter III,

"Managers Hod to Rustle,' is devoted to the procedures employed by the first
five Wheeler Opera House mansgers in as many years. Their many responsi-
bilities included booking and advertising a balanced program of attractions
for the community, complying with city laws and ordinances, applying

sound business methods for financial success, cooperating with civic and
community groups, creating and maintaining the aesthetic value of the
theater, and being accepted as responsible citizens., The chapter shows

how these manesgers operated the Wheeler in view of a number of provlems.
The first one, common to all, was the outside control of bocking by Peter
McCourt of the Silver Theatrical Circuit. To point out how unpredictable
audiences hampered management, audience rezctions to managerial policies
are included. Other problems creaiing changes in procedure resulted from

rer's interference and lack o

infersst in the theater, as well as

by,
[

a deteriorating economy, and the added responsibilities of duties unrelated
to the theater.

Chapter IV, "Applause Heard a Block Away,'" is concerned with aud-
iences, performances and performers. The first section deals with the
kinds of aﬁdiences, who were in them, and how they reacted to the perform—
ances and performers., Next, the kinds of performances seen at the Wheeler
are described: those done Tty touring companies are emphasized. The Aspen
Daily Times served as a source for classification as to types of enter-

s

teinments, and to show variations in some of these types, details of

American theatrical history are added. Here audience reaction to these

types appears. The last section about what kinds of touring performers




played also includes how the =zudiences responded to them. Material coun-

cerning American theater history is limited to that found in the Aspen Daily

Times.

In Cheprer 7, "Iroupes on the Silver Circuit," a detailed account

of how the Silver Theatrical Circuit was operated in relation to the
Wheeler Managers and touring companies comes first. To better explain
the development of this circuit some American theater history is included.

\This,is followed with a discussion of the kinds of touring companies that

came to the opera house. Again, some audience reaction to the companies

s recorded.
~ A chronological list of productions completes the work. This

includes the names of the companies, attractions, artists, dates and

~ length of engagements at the Wheeler. The principal source for this

- was the Aspen Daily Times.

Since no records, programs, or prompt books of the opera house

~_are available, the principal source for research has been the complete

Files of the Aspen Daily Times.} Advertisements, advance stories,
?efiews, editorials, comments and social columns were used. Press rep-
ﬁféée;tatives who wrote accounts of Wheeler attractions changed from time
té ﬁime and very likely did not have the training background necessary

these writers were not revealed., For some

23 there vere no reviews, possibly because no one from the

_ Press atienged.

Other sources of material were books, pamphlets and scrapbooks
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S docuns=nits on Pi-00 Jount. Toirh Fouse and in the office A~

the Aspen Zity I

‘

aris were 17 Infervieds with picneers broueht fortn

_ interasting sidelights.

Colorzdo and Itz Pesele, ana

basic dzta on Aspen's ear’;

in the Western History Division at the Deiver Public Library were val-

~uable concerning J. B. Wheeler. The M. A. thesis, History of the Tabor

f[Grand Overa House, Denver, Colorado, 1881 - 1891, done by Elmer Crowley

~ at Denver University in 1940, and the History of the Tabor Opera House

-

~ in Leadville, Colorado, from 187% to 955 by Dorathy Tegitz at Wegrewn

Stéﬁe College in 1935 sided in establishing stock company movements.

Illustrations are in this work to make the history of the opera

house come alive, and sources for them ars acknowledged here. The en-

s

graving for PLATE I appeared in the Aspen Daily Times, January 1, 1890,

and was photographed by Tony Gaube. “he 3ngraving for PLATE II, from the

‘J*189O aspen Tllustrated booklet, and the photograph used for PLATE VI, a

gift of Mrs. Mabel Beckerman, are property of the Aspen Historical

Society. Franz Berko photographed both of these and the picture in
~ PLATE III. Pictures from collections of Tohn Heron and Mrs., Minnie
Staples were used for PLATFS IV and V, respectively. The photograph of

PLATY Y77, is in 703 :es3lon of the University o

the opening program '

2

Colorado -- Western Historici: Tolle~-isn. The picture used in PLATE VITI

8ppeared in the Aspen Daily Times on Yove-per 13, 1892, and was photo-

_graphed by Joan Lane. PLATE IX is a repriduction of Silver Circuit

8tationery provided by Mrs, \lys Freese.
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/ can aiways procure two weeks or more abt ithis

"~ . : ~ . . - ’6

Theatre, with a surety of getting their salary."™

z was good for everyone &3 four ihousand tons of ore ware
shipped outb weekly.47 Wheeler invested and developed more mine proper-
ties and then financed building of the Jerome Hotel, another "elegant"
improvement Jor Aspen.l‘8 The fine one hundred-room brick hotel which

cost §$125,000,00 to build and £40,000.00 to furnish opened in November

of 188949

Silver was Aspen's economy and, although prices had declined

1

. throughout the eighties, the nuge bodies of ore in the area made mining

profitable. Early 1890 helc great promise for the silver mining future;

- passage of the Sherman Act that year guaranteed large government silver
purchases which broughf its prices up temporarily.5o

Prosoerity reigned in Aspen, and her residents used part of their
j y g pen, P

silver ricres for civic and culzural improvements such as new churches,

t

a hospital, ©the county court nouse, two .igili and power plants, and new

As historian Frank Hall wrote of the city, "it was . . . the
handsomest, most substantiel and attractive wining town in the Rocky
- Mountains. . . there wes no Lack of capital for the extension of any

legitimate enterprise.”52

4
4°.07, June 12, 1389, p. 3.
47, o - -
AT, June 9, 1639, p. <.
48r~ m T W ol-S
ADT, November 28, 1889, p. 4.
49Canf‘ield, op. cit., p. 33.

, Or - q - ; .
. 5 LeFoy R. Hafen, Colorzdo and Tts People, (New York: Lewis

1 1 LR ] 1 [l
 Historial Putlishing Co., Inc., 194E), I, p. 457.
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ures followed and closing-out sales were advertised in the aresz.”?? 4

v
ration—wide stringency in mecney prevaiied in early 189190 and was
Silver prices continued fto edge downwerd; Charlie
Boyd cquit the Comigue, and oy early 1892 the two men who had attempted
~
to operate it also gave up .20

. B

dar silver prices plunged that spring, but many mine owners

jon

managers continued to operate mines at a loss, hoping the price would
e for the btetter. Finally they had to decide whether to close dovwn

the mines or cut the price of production.’? Miners of low-grade ore wer

00 2nd mine owners began to look for ways to recoup losses.

22407, Novemcer 30, 1390, p. 2.
,4, : L T f\g ‘:SQ'\

40T, Novemoer 25, 1890, p. 3.
o7, December 19, 1890, p. 4.
ADT, January 3, 1891, p. 5.

27257, June 24, 1891, p. 4.

1892, o. 4.
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PLATE I

WHEELER OPERA HOUSE 1880




CHAPTER II

LITTLE GEM OF A THEATER

Construction of a three-story brick and stone building was new

‘and upusual in Aspen where hastily and often flimsily-built structures

ha& been normal for the mining camp. Having s handsome opera house in
the best building in town was still more desirable and the populace was
eager to see it'and be a part of its opening.

In four parts, thiskchapter first records the Wheeler Block
cogstruction and incidental probiems: from letting of the contract until
the opera house was coméleted. The second and third perts offer minute

descriptions of the audiforium and stege with their Tine furnishings and

modern equipment. Following this, the preparations, exciltement, and

"glamour of the two-day grand opening show how the community accepted the

hendsome opera house.

The Construction
The: contract for the building called for its completion by April

1, 18899~however, the builders may not have anticipated the kinds of mis-

takes and accidents that occurred with the Wheeler Block. Excavation

began early in June, 1888, at the corner of Hyman Avenue and Mill Street

———

14DT, Novemver 15, 1888, p. 6.

13




in the center of Aspen's business district.? Wheeler had bought two
: : Ey 2

lots there four years earlier from J. E. Freeman for $2,000.00.3
: : !

Plans and specifications for the city's largest brick and stone

building had not arrived from Denver when news was out that the opers

house room would be sixty by one hundred feet, one-—fourth larger than

the Rink.4 Within the month local contractors learned they could submit

$75,000,00 edifice;5 later, the Aspen

construction bids for the big

Plumbing Company secured the plumbing contract.b

Peter Wilson had started work on the basement before Denver

architect Edbrook arrived in July.7 Late in August, Ross, Frazier and

Company, the Denver contractors for the mason work, were busy, with

_ Mr. Ross as supervisor.8 Progress on the second story was so rapid in

1

 September? that woodwork was added %o the third story in October.10
= ¢ :

Mr. Kepler, the superintending architect whose experiences in-

o 3,

cluded construction of some of the largest buildings in Chicago and

other eastern cities, stated that the building was one of the most solid

and convenient he had ever built. He pointed to the door step of the

2&2@, February 23, 13888, p. 4.

o 5Lots R and S, Block 81, Clerk end Recorder's Book of Pitkin
County, Colorado, Book 14, p. 349.

4ADT, June 5, 1888, p. 4.

SADT, June 1, 1863, p. 4.

ADT, June 24, 1888, p.4.

7aDT, July 11, 1888, p. 4.

SADT, September 1, 1888, p. 4.

9ADT, September 28, 1883, p. 4.

104pT, October 27, 1888, p. 6.




berk as evidence. It had been bedded solid by mistake and the settling
of a fraction of ean inch would have broken it, but it remained intact.
He said that the bank room would be ready for occupancy by January first
and he expected to‘see the rest of the building completed before April
first.ll

«

Sidewalks arcund the building were completed in November,12 and
work was rushed to get the roof on so the mechanics could "defy the
weatheri2 and work inside. As stone cutters worked at "dressing up the

corners" of the building, townspeople noticed the sast wall looked strange.

A reporter atiem puea to explain it this way, "The apparent concavity in

the east wall is an optical illusion which the dressing down of the cor-
ners will grobably corr ct."l4  The architect arrived shortly, checked
the wsll, end reportedly insisted that the wall be torn down although

the contracting supe rint tendent felt such action was unnecessary.

Architect Edtroock of ths new Wneeler block has just been in the
city and a report has just been started that he notified the con-
tractors thatl they would havs to take down the east wall of the
building.  Ever since the building went up, the wall has had the
appearance of being "dished." It is now shown that such is the
case,

When Mr. Davis, superintendent for Halleck and Howard, was asked
about the report regarding Mr. Edbroock's action, he said that he did
not think the wall would be taken down. It was perfectly safe and
he would be willing to submit it to the highest authority obtainable,
The building was of unusual strength, be said; it might be crowded

ith all the people wno could get into it and all might be dancing
at once without causinz a tremor in the massive structures, Mr.

Davis explained thai the "dishing" was caused by the wall being buil
of both stone and brick. The inside has a little opportunity to set-
tle, while the outside is solid. The result is that there is a tend-

L1

LIADT, November 15, 1888, p. 6.
124DT, November 23, 1888, p. 6.

g
3.»XDT, Novemver 28, 1888, p. 6.

T

“5iD7T, December 1, 1888, p. 6.




acy to draw the wall in, thus causing the hollowness that appears
abuut tne second st

An effort wzs mecde to see Mr. Kepler, who has superintended the
work, but he could not Le found. If the architects should refuse to
receive the building a nice point would arise because of the fact
that they have directly superintended the work, and it would probably
be claimed by the contractors that defects should have been pointed
out before the work had been entirely finished,
R N b e e S e
The cerpenters were at work yesterdey putting in the windows ard
the building will soon be closed against the weather.l5

r v, [

&

i

X

Obviously the decision was made; two days later the Times reported,
"echanics were at work yesterday preparing derricks to be used in taking
down and rebuilding the wall of the opera house if it shall be decided to
do s0."6 Details of the reconstruction'plans were told:

The work of taking down the east well of the opera house block
will commence 2s soon as the floors and roof can be shored up. The
wall will be taken down to the sills of the hall windows except at
the ends where the wall is straight. Two derricks will be used and
the work will be done quickly.l7
It should be noted:here that W. J. Edbrook wss the architect for the

Tabor Grand Opera House in Deunver.  Coincidentally, one wall of that opera
house fell into an alley during winter construction and had to be rebuilt.18

The work of rebuilding the east wall of the opera house block went

' fast, but: two days after Christmas the newspapers forebodingly announced,

I3

 "The rebuilding of the 6pera house wall will be completed this week if

5

no mishap is met with."19 It happened. At twelve forty-five on Jan-

154DT, Decemter 7, 1888, p. 6.
164DT, December 9, 1883, p. 6.
17522, December 11, 1888, p. 6
18EImer 5. Crowley, The History of the Tabor Grand Opera House,

Bﬂnver Colorado, 1881 = 1891, (Denver University, M. A. Thesis, 1940),
- Pp. 8-11,

4

lg*FT December 27, lb8o D 0L
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3, as a swinging scaffold -tweniy-Tive feet above the sidewalk gave

four workmen rfell.  James Richardson, a member of the stone-cutting

of Ross and Richardson, fell in a window srea and received bruises

and a head cut. James 4ll, an elderly man who landed on some lumber,
suffered a spine injury and was "out of his head." Previously he had

been hurt on the Job when struck by a falling brick.: Philander Moors

and Wiiliam Watson siruck stone pavement. Moore's skull was fractured
and his right elbow shattered; Watson's back was severely injured and one

)

ankle was wrenched.20 As a result of this accident, an editorial in the

< i

Asven Dellv Times siarted a campaign to bulld Aspen's first hospital

which was completed in September of 1891.21

n spite of the accident, construction mcved’along rapidly as

a steam heating apparatus was installed and plasterers began work on the
'first floor .22 Completion of the exterior included the word BANK carved
Vin the stone above the door and massive steps which led to the J. B.
Wheeler Bank quarters.23 No other building in Aspen was so solidly and
‘well constructed nor finished with such detail.

The same high-guality construction end finish work were evident
. in the opera house where "Wheeler spared no expense in making it perfect
in all its details."?4 An Aspenite familiar with the town's theater
 growth could hardly believe the progress the new opera house represented.

He rated it the best in the city as he wrote this about its opening:

2O§?T, Januery 4, 1889, p. 5.

21311, September 9, 1891, p. 5.

22ADT, January 12, 1889, p. 5.
TT, Mzren 21, 1889, p. 4.

2hinr, Maren 26, 1339, p. 2.
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Toan old~timer it wegs z sigl g to be remembered that was
witnessed. It seems but a [iew ] ; months since the only place
for meetings of any kind was soms improvised hall in a balloon
building. lLater on came the Rink operz house, more commodious,
more comforiatle Fekvhs 7 of the features of a well

eopointed theat erceded [ sic], but those who
have besn familiar wi ious stagss of development ceuld
scarcelf realize the Chd“ thatl nas teken place until they stepped
within the doors of the opera last evening.25

The Auditorium and: Furnishings
To reach the auditorium of the Wheeler, patrons used the mein
entrance on Hymen Avenue. The ticket office was located on the ground
floor under the wide stairway26 which was finisned with a highly-pol-
ished wood balusirade.  On the third floor at the top of the stairs was

a "ledies! retiring room and closk room adjoining the auditorium,"27

ﬂ

e

Modern and dazzling 1i htlng equipment enhanced the house. The
chandelier, a work of art, was suspended from the handsomely frescoed
ceiling by & wire rope.28

Those wno nave beén fortunate enough to secure sealts will be
delighted and surprised when they assemble in this perfect "bijoul
of a theatre, and the electricity sparkles, c¢raciles and radiates
from the thirty-six branch chandelier in the centre of the ceiling
“and. from sround the house. This chandelier is the crowning glory
of this beautiful house, being made of hammered brass, handmade,
trimmed with silver and set with three dozen incandescent lights,
each with an opalescent shade, flaring out at the end in the form
of a flower.29 :

25407, April 24, 1589, p. 4.
26"m B mame Y Z TS
Al 1y AP L L 20, ;bu/}} D 4.

27ypT, April 23, 1239, p. 4.
28,pT, April 8, 1889, p. 4.

29ADT, April 23, 1889, p. 4.
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New znd unusual thester lighting was introduced at the Wheeler.
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There must have ailed on stage to corntrol house and

*

stage lights, for a reporter in describing the house lights wrote this:

" %)

creased or decreased as the scene may require, by ingenious appar-
atus on the stage. This will enable Mr. Robert Cutler, the prop-
erty man, to give necessary effects in every case.31

Thess 1izhis are so regulated that their sitrength can be in-
i T

Wide aisles and the seating arrangement of the house allowed for
plenty of room and good visibility of the stage. = On the floor sloping

toward the stiage was the parguetl, 599 seats, divided in the center by a

{‘1‘

commccious aisle carpeted in crimson.  The side aisles were similarly
carpetad. No attempt had been made to crowd in seats., Two stairways

at the back led "to the balcony seats regarded by old theater-goers as

the best in‘the house" because they furnished 'the best and most exalted
view of bbtﬁ the audience and stage."2< k

Opera chairs Mof the wmost improved make"‘had brown morocco
leather—covered cushioned arms and spring-cushioned sests "with wire
frames under them to hold gentlemen's hats.! They were capable also of
Yeing turned up "to facilitate the ingress and egress of persons going
in and out betwesn rows of chairs."33 These chairs, now stored in:James

Parsons' Isis movie theater in Aspen, look narrow and uninviting,34 not

this time. ~Samuel Selden
ing (2d. rev.; New York:

April 23, 1889, p. 4, col. 3.

334pT, April 8, 1889, p. 4.

Shinterview and personal observation in Aspen, Colorado, June 19,
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at all like they loockec to zn 1859 theater patron who compared them with

thoge at  the old Rink Opera House:

The m

%, stiff-backedy straw cushioned
racks in

whe spring-cushioned; morocco
coverad g immediately translate the - foriunate auditor
from Tcphel 1o | ous. The spectator is no longer compelled to draw

G u
- heavily upon his imaginstion as his condition is comfortable and his
eve is feasted.3

The five chairs in eachi of the two proscenium boxes = appeared more
comfortavle and elegant.d‘6 Upholstered in gold plush, they blended with

the 18VLSh gold and red decor of the boxes.

The proscenium boxes are semi-circular in shape, and their domss
are becdscked with silver stars in an azure sky. These are consiructed
of cherry wood inlaid with gilt lincrusta-walton. The brass rails

~ resting on the soft scarlet velvet of the box arches stand out in
 bold contrast with the gilt paper that adorns the wells within. The
chairs are of mshogany, richly upholstered with old gold plush. Heavy
- damask porti res, grecefully looped, furnish a refuge for the retir-
ing occupant of these boxes Ifrom the ga e of the gudience. The
boxes are so constructed, that the foritunate possessors can get the

best view of the stage and auditorium, and can be seen or not at
pleasure.’’

in early engraving of the auditorium {see Pl

{ Plate II, p.26) shous

orchestra space provided immediately in front of the stage. An iron pipe

réiling served as a divider between the first row of seatls and'the or=
¢héstra area. |

Although the brick buil&ing Was practically<fireproof, the fire
éqape ladders on the west side of ihe building38 may not have been con-
*@ered adequate for emptying the house quickly in case of emergency.

?cssibly the fact that the opera house was on the third floor and could

, April 23, 1889

3 P

, April 22, 1889
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hold more people than any other theater in Aspen prompted a grand jury
investigation of the entire Waesler Block for safety. Their report,

Fad
1

which indicsted that the bullding was almost fireproof,39 described fire

precautions for ihe siage and satisfaction with Wheeler's plans to pro-

vide an ad diuional fire exit by building an irom stairway on the outside
of the west wall., The report of the grand jury as it appeared in the

Asven Daily Times follows:

THE JURY'S REPORT

STATE OF COLORALO )

) 8S
COUNTY OF PITKIN )
IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR SAID
COUNTY, AS YET OF THE MAY TERM, 1889,

In the matier of the"examlﬁau_on of the
Wheeler Opera House by the Grand Jury:

3

We, the grand jury empensl

respectiully report as follows:  That we visited the Whs
House and made a careful and thorough examination therso
gard to its sefety Irom fire and the mezns provided for the escape
of people in case of any sudden alarm, and we find that there is

hardly any chance for a fire to start; there is nol a fire in the
buvLa*:g, except in the basement, and there is not a gaslightv or
lamp, being everjwhere lighted by electiricity and heated by steam.
The stage is guerded by a fireman end other assistants, &nd within
easy reach, there is a stand of pipe with hose attachmentis, and in
case of any possible firi ce it would be immediately

i

=]
put out, so complete are the arrangements which havse been made by
Mr. Wheeler.

b A3

b0 (0

\

scape ample as required by

[$)
Bl

. But we did not find th
law, and we called on Mr.
emptying the house in case o:

Mr. Wheeler readily acceded &
specifications hereto atiache

.

= i

to:provide . additional means for
en emergencies., . To this demand,

ol s submitvied to the jury plans end
d, which we have deemed to be ample and

ey
!

ey (D
o]

1

39Tn 1912 two fire
2 "fire bug! occurrsd on and
wes miror, but ths second cau
destroysd all scenery, staze
Times, November 21, 1912, D

days apart and both supposedly set by _
und the Wheeler stage. The first fire |
damnzze estimeted at $30,000.00 and ;
ipment and properties.. Asven-Democrai

30
¢
R

WO gy
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To comply with the law. These plans providse for a door-
way to be made with the width ol six feet on the wes%t side of the
house, leaa 1g from the auditorium and e stairw way six feet wide,

o he west side to the rear of the building w1tn

o breakithe long flight of stairs to make

] T 11lvallow pecpls to pass from the audi-
t m the sice d r, - and those from the gallery to pass
down the wary leading io the front, thus divid ’ng two lines against
sach other =5 now is ne czss. - Thus, in our judgmenti, obviating
all danger whatever in case of panic or alarm. Mr. Wheeler has
agreed to have lhe work executed as speedily as possible.

Y

Very respectifully submitied,

Samuel Cramer, Foreman40
The new iron stairway, made in Denver,4l was put up in Septem-
ver.42 flesthetically, the black stairway may have been preferable to

the old ladders, out praciically it was of liitle vslue in winter and

erly spring., 1t served as a convenlent gilachment for ice and huge
/.3

o PRYINER) ol
LTOR I URE TOCL S

The Stage and Eguipment
The opera house itself was designed and built to £if the Wheeler

bank building, not vice versa., This limited the stage size to fifty-one

feet wide, twenty-six feet desp, and uweﬁzy—fxve feet high; but left
5*'11ttle space backstage when scenery was: in place. ‘Ralpn A. Weill, first

menager of the Wheeler; had announced thet there were twenty-six complete

sels of ‘scensry which he had selscited Trom de"1~1: furnished by the best

o
i
S

put g later descripiion sta

S - (o2l
40spT, July 17, 1839, 2. 4.

ADT, July 24, 1289, p. 4.

LzﬁZT, eptember &, 18389, p. 4.
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flarge and cormccious™ stage was "fitted out with fifteen rull sets of

stored on or above tne stage, they provably included: back drops with
wing pieces or curtains for masking since there was not space for other
types of scenery.  TPhoiograpis of the stage and some of ité original
scenery (ses Piates IV and V, pQBO) indiceate that the Wheeler had the
'ﬁ¥usual "stock! scenery o of the tlmes which fr e‘uently included ballroom
Tiand outdoor séttings. Scenery pieces were probapliy stancdard and could
’ibé used interchar ‘Dvanly for several sets. This might asccount for the
’"revolving scenes" mentioned in the following description of scenery
- used for the first bome talent perrlformance:

i . e .osomersix oof the new revolving scenes that are on the opera
nouse ‘stage will be sel for the Peak Sisters and Penelope.. One of

these will present a beautiful parlor, an imitation of that of Mrs.
saimmie | sic] Pouter's residence in New Yorik and there will be a
grate with 2 real Tire in it.40

Photographs of the stage (see Plates IV and V, p.30) do not
~ reveal any draw curtains, but a roll curtsin is obvious. It probably
 was thiSfcurtain Meanager Weill described as a drop curtain when he told

a New York Daily Mirror reporter about the new Wheeler.

It is a representation of tre Brooklyn Bridge, painted by Burke {of
the Chicago Overa House ! from sketcines ovtained in this Cltji and is
one of the best piesces of work of the kind I have ever .seen.

Perhaps the dros curtain sympbolized the comipg of city life and

the world to Aspen. Designed by two New Yorkers, world famous for their

——

By the .way, what do you think is the subject of the drop curtain?

+

b
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zgo's opera house scere painter

kA

Burke, it pictured not only the bridge and the East River, but ships from

211 over the worlid.

Thedrog curt itsell is an ertistic study being the combined
efforv of Messrs. 3 Granam and Homer Bmons; two of the besi
Scenic artists in worid, It is a painting of the East River Bridge,
that gresat artery iz and travel conneclting the great meliropolis
of the United Stat Goits'millions of suburban population on Long
Island, It prese moonliight Jiew of the greatest suspension bridge
in the world under which 2 large Boston steamer is passing with ease

and grace, wnilst the immense forests of masts of ocean grey-hounds,
loading and unloading their costly burdens for and from every pert of
the world are sketched with the minutest detail.

I~

Provision had been made to oring scensry and propervies from th

4 FEETNE RO TR, & i D B P Y SR A T 3 K £1a iy ~ e
elley below onto the small svage through a lzrge door in the center of the

U g

1 3

~ Of them Manager Weill said, '"We have seven dressing rooms, besides that

of the star, and they will be under the stage and nicely fitted up.

3 3 N 3 Tn
o : : . ¥ « A : v ik : == LG
fact, they will be rooms in fact as well as by name -— not cells,&7

The stage '"nad 211 the modern appliznces bun only the lighting

equipment was described. A photograph (see Plate II, p. 26) shows foot-
_lignhts, and one mey assume that lighting equipment included dimmers (see

M o

2/} because the strengih of the house lights couid be increased or

i ; 5 ‘) ; S
decreased Trom the s:age./o Very likely the stage was eguipped with a
treadmill. A review of The County Fair testified to the fact that an

actusl horse race took place on the stage. IT stated that uraxned horses

D)

for their share of applause' as their "efforts to win the race

April 23, 1889, p. 4.
tarch 26, 1889, p. 4.

ADT, spril 23, 1839, 5. 4.



”ﬂlnd the opera nouse up whrous

Callahan said ne had seen The

caused much excitement."91 fnctner procuction, the Civil War pl

Shenandozh, required a norse on stage. In one scene, Aspen citi
John rode a norse hired from the local livery stable of Trowbridg
Grey.52 ~An sdvert "a genuineg ol

There was a difference of opinion about how the horses reached t

Callahan sgid ne saw the well-trained horse used in Shenandoah 1

-

orty~ ght steps and five lendings of the main stairway, and he

"It took approximetely forty~five minutes to do it. That horse

i-down.!
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recalled that nis father told

3+

7

zen Dan

ge and

4 moun-—

the stage.

ne stage.
ed up:-ihe

addeq,
Was' proo-
54

about a

_horse named Cold Molzsses which was lifted in a sling from the alley be-

or fou* real horses on the st age.56

A photograph of the stage (see Plate VI, p. 33)27 followi

1912 fires shows absoliutely no scenery left;

ng the

all timbers were charred and

$e}
L3
O~

51497, June 15, 1892,
52:pT, June 17, 1890, o. 2.
53407, April 18, 1891, o. 2.

S4personal interview, June 22, 1963, Aspen, Colorado.

55pPersonal interview, June 24, 1963, Aspen, Colorado.

T

£ - - -
OPersonal interview, June 22, 1963, Aspen, Colorado.

57Property of Aspen Eistorical Society, 4&spen, Colorado.




EAT W




34

might have Teen there orizinzlly., The big charred grids above the stage
= R T R SRR Ses 58
gre suvill in place and in uss,’

No evidence 1s aveilsable concerning location of the property room.
Its stiock, howevery; had ’evevycn;ng necessary for the production of every
uding "tropical flowers and rare piants from
the delicate orchid to the famous edelweiss of Switzerland,” all con-
S 4 Y o
scientiously reproduced.’?
tagze seemed to be well eguipped, scenery
and unususl mechanicel devices necessary for the poopular reslistic

scenss and sxiravaganzas were carvied by many traveling stock companies.

However, for the <Uouring company producing The Ivy Leaf, Robert Cutler,

the Wheeler's first stage marager, created the "Ivy Tower'" which was 'one

o e 2 B T LT TN L 34 RO SO RN ACRhe S A
LoGhe numerous plelCes L MeCaanism Tnat nad  teen CoOnCeLvVed 0y wne

)

o]

b x < = <‘ i 3 o i) A - - z L3ha L4
brain and produced Dy tne hands™ of Cutier.®0 Four years . later:Wililiam
Van Hoorebeke, one of Aispen's talented young amateurs, produced what was
inest plsce of stage scenery seen at the Wheeler for

- e
some time. . . . It was a cataract of living water.nol

g and opening orf the Wheeler Operza House was publicized in

many ways. John Colemen of the Leadville Tebor Opera House had come to




sold tickets, and the newspapers carried the following theater advertise-

=

ment:
CONRIED'S
English Comic Opera (ompany
Under the personal direciion of ¥r, Heinrich
Conried, in z Grand Spectzcular Presaentation
£ Mr. Adolph Muller'’s Besutiful Romantic Opera
"KING'S FOOLM
80~ 4ARTISTES - 80
K]
&
fine clothing and accessories speci
Gentlemer who propose atitending the grand, full dress opening of
the Wheeler Opera House, on Tuesday night, will be pleased to know
that the Weinberg Clothing Co. has just received a lesrge assortment
of the finest guality of full dress black cloth coats and low cut
vests, end black doe-skin vests. They also have g large assortment -
of black folding a hats; and silk hats for gentlemen, also

AT PRt = 3 m Y s S e P 3
dexzand Tor madé-to~order millinery nad exceeds
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Hupkin had "tulle or illusion™ hats,

fans, 'kid gloves, ruching and a few cholce beaded wraps and opera shawls

[
]
81
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Tore the Wheeler opening, the Conried Opersa

Compeny was not The only telent Aspenites planned to welcomée. A large

B P e L T T L o R P L T g 3 Jatal learn UMY
Crowa  gaiagred on Miil Dlresv lTom Lag Llarencon Houel (coruer ol Mill

nde station vo await the arrival

3TNy FH B 4 ™, s %
cnd DUTENT ;- TC he Uenvaer ana

was vooked . at

Charlie Boyd's

and blue ribvons and rosettes on the wheels Lo receive the dogs. At
leest three thousand peovle wztched the animefed scene. ~Some seventy-
Cive ooera company members ceme up town first; a few stopped at the
sngeler, but most o them continued two blocks To the Clarendon. As

H LY, 3 Y et . g 3 PRGNS SN RPN
“"one thousand or zore small boys't cheered, the landaus carried some

77

Iy 4 2 -~
CornT, April 23, 1889, p. 2.
57
OfiDT, April 24, 1339, p. 2.
68
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April 24,1889, p. 2,
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of the town appezred in swallow-tails to honor the cccasion. As greetings
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the curtain was raised and the big,
glamorous, and elegantly costumed Conried Company presented a comic opera,

ce anticipated a musical treat; but they were

J__ 13

oxnibition and listened with intersst to the

rady fsrcers would fence Tor a prize offered

<

When the pericrmance 2nded; celebration of the theater opening

P

ter-theater Testivities were neld is nov known, for

Lspen hostelries were c¢rowded and could not house all of the out-of-town
ne-pecple had to "spend the night
Every hotel, lodging and boarding

ers away. - "Before supper time!

szzine, KA No. 6 (November, 19Y4i3),
W presente Coloraao State Histor-
2cal Socisty with the program and one of the orLgi al chairs from the

Lers house,




PLATE VII

WHEELER OFERA HOUSE,

MBI, LDOLO.
RALPHM A, WEIRA, Bamssan.

SEACHT B, WHRELILIR, Cussa,
Bpening Bights, Fueaday end Bainasday, Hovil 23.21, 1880,

2

Gonried's English Gomic (
HEINRICH CONRIED.

Prasanting Adaigh Musiar's Grand Specteculer Rameatie Opara
N TNERE acTa. o : : :
& s

Cetine de Beatimaone,
Emeiic \’vay(uh Marie Sqhersr

Madeisine d’ Unumz -

#
-
« FiIing s - 2
o5
CAST OF CHARACTERZ -
Priitip, Bing of ‘famr-e - - Jobu G Bell ¥ Clams de Grammont, Praah ¥ Belt
Primua Tulius, hia o Heicn: Bervram f gw hckmﬂgay, eoiie s M allls Hikhed
Conisanda, {2 Bt of ?on?zmn Jeane Ratfarh Ha da e Gewit Geldan
Fatinn d "Asmares - Ada Clasea i Clasiase & Rochc{on e U Gladys Ansel
Y vonne, Fedeny ix‘-ﬂiw«i‘zs\tx, - De o Fox Antnie sic me, pe e, Lo Chonay
The i’mhu&maw Sl = el k fxb: 2( Olymipia de Clairville, -l iow o Heden Aloa &
Carifloa, Court Jeicer, 1~ S WUH Fregerai Elvise dﬁnlfnuy, . - = Ada Walker
The Chamceior. - - - WG W Home " Alplonsne d' Abset, “ Maribia Borkbiore
The tae, - . s L Walier Woest | L‘lq;ﬁdc de gaﬁw - & Lasarn Palmisr
Cosmne Rivaral Lohmet - Hacry de Lorine : First ‘Mmﬂ - - =W Undermaod
Archibold da Zornoea, Becond Lansnenss B v ~ AL Thomson
{lentenunt of the Lansgusnets, - F. Hartman Thusd Lavsquener, - “ - e G. W atier %
A Wadcdhomasker < - - Brrnerd Kare Antomig, {srdciee] L = . x Al Akl
Algidiis Dotckveper pe v . S G
eanae de Pompignas, (N m ‘f Marin Langeoa 3t "y -
» erifzen sk Uonntiy Follis Yivendiares, P ing

lanche de Pompignan, [ oo 0 } Annte fackwin ; Carts, Covrtiers, Py, Peopin, Ete, =
Mm\:ntl de’ Beauliew < Gence Lipprocote H
Mane 4 Erchervery, = 5 Helen Avery. . PRAF.MARTL S WEANESL LADY FENCSTING.
Agnes d Elissagaray, - - Jeany Flower X Misscs Jageman, Anana: Branisc i) Poid Brasech,

Belle Stapiction i T von Somvogyi, Pariline’ Hoeawneone, Ling Rtux&e
!

- = Eamise Hiltard

o . . BYNOPSI(HS. . . “

PrLack o ACT Le-The Casde of Salvaterrs, Sgain,
Act H=The Camp at Pampeluna.
Aot HE —Royal Garden of the Castle st Pan in the Pyreneca.

Tisw o The beginning of the X VI Cenrury,

o, §3
L ]

Scensry painted at the Tabor Grasd, Degver. : :

Comtime s afier original fesigns By Franve Gaod, historical paimier st the lmp«ml Cpera Hom Vk-nu by
Heary: Dagen, of New Yok

Al h,&ul’tﬁ i ihe masch e copyrighred by M Cooried | in the' ¢file of the Libruran of Congress, is W aahingron,

‘ﬂg‘mlﬂ’t HAE
e mechanal efect By COB MoGiehan

e

Busicas Dwmzcron.

BIG. TOMAHI, - -

2ICTURE OF o&n, OF THE FIRST NIGHT SROCRAMS

hT QPENING NICHT PRINTED ON SATIN OF Sﬁf”%ﬁL
Ty

COLORS. GREEN, PINK BLUE & WHITE,
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Rink,
some normally curious ten-ic-iwelive~year—-oid boys were determined to see

air-

jo N

rand. coeaing. Their rescurcefulness resulted in inexpensive an

rouths  took in "The Xing's

ad'f:&on_¢ comiort: of
gereties all {he while.:
zdders, on the west side
ed valconies oulside of
The windows we: ed, b’ ibscription early

with which
iﬂlo young
+he theatre deltly
admit of a full visw f ron. the
the ooys WEeTES nEDDY 7

“'f
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GnWlednesdey, second day of the opsning, several Aspen men
arrs 3P ey ] s W+ X 1 T ti t '},ﬂ ! l y i t‘ e
arrangad for an extira bit of celebration at three o'clock in the opera

encer from the Conried
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Company who could make the best score against rT‘rlecf*or'e Rosenberg, archi-

tect and Tfencer from Glenwood Springs, Colorado (see Chapter III, p. 48).79

3
ot
3
J4

[81¢]
e}
¢t
4]
O
=)
[}
<
?
o
Q
<4
[63]
w
Q)
o
[0}
N
[.J
o)
q
4]
Ilj
Q
Q
pomd
£
b

o
&y
O

e
¢t
4o}
W
<
fod
o]
{419
o)
o
ou

< 3 1 BT S¥ 1 "1 Pal Y
early znd when Mr, Frost left it for a few minules, he left the little
N

-

el St 1 = 0N POy
71:07, &pril 25, 1889, o. 4.
’7(1'
ST : : o T=LR e dovy SRR ;
YA o hpril 25,0 BETY, o4,

[
fo
IS
AW AL
~




41

~goor: at the back of

o
=}

et
i

n. The boys

took about ten or [iftesn general admission tickets, used what they needed,

front of the door
Aspen's best-consiructed building housed its best-Turnished theater.

Solicly built of brick and sendsione, and partially rebuilt for safety,

it was praclticelly fireprocf. Fire-fighting equipment on the stags and

~an adequave iron Tire escape added to safetly features in case of fire or

permitted visual and physicsl comfort. e splendid surroundings of fire

. woodwork; fréscoed walls, 'all superbly lighted by

n-gesthetic atmosphere to remove patrons

che worit-a—day world of ths The 'steze was ‘equipped to
ovide thé best possible conditions for sriists o perform.  In its 1lim-
ited space, the Wheeler sizgs offered wnal a modern city theater of that

e might have had: eight dressing rooms, the finest obtainable scenery
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House from 1889 to 1894, How all
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HAD TO RUSTLE
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L

men. wno - manzged i

nent awzy from Aspen, Ralph Weill

ng,; and opening a f{ine opera house

s employsr-to-te was a millionaire who had

g Lthere Lo ssek

orofessional employment and: by mid-February

these men were selected is not

known, out the usuzl practice of securing an experienced man for a new

1 £

J. Bl Wneeler vernture prevailed with Weillls gppointment., The first
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ars were professionsl theater men; the other two were scme-

1y . accepted the management of the
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Cutler, who Znew every star on tie American stage and was then working

with Mrs, James Potter Brown in New York, would be the properiy man,

H1na"‘§r, to.give an idea of the iype of entertaimment that would coms

to the Wneeler, he szid He hod intendsd g have the popular singzr,
Miss Zmma Abbolt, open the Wheeler; Lut because of her husband's death,

she nzd retired from the stage.l ~This was Weill's first bocking problem.

Wheeler® in honor of Jercme Z. Wnseler, a well-known New Yorkx business-

man and Colorado investor. Actually, Weill was in New York to purchase

)

"all the necessary adjuncts for a first-class theater" and he emphasized

-

~ Dow all the furnishings would add %o the decor and elegance of the house.

QOther technical stas
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Tevezled by Weill. In acddition To Jutler, w

Seople in the East, Mr. Burke of the Chicazo Opera House had been engaged
0 peint the scenery, and J. Alexander of the Denver Tabor Grand was to

Possibly Weill hed visited the Tabor
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 touch %o the scene. Tais was accounted for wnen it was learned that
C. 8. Clute, the enterprising Cooper Avenue druggist, had come %o
the assistance of Manager Ralph Weill, The latler had furnisied
satin prograns for the ladies and these had bteen perfumed by Mr. Clute
with Atkinscon's Wnite Rose. The effecu was -pleasant in the exirems.
In addition, Mr, Clute nad prepared five hundred botiles of choics
periumes wiich were presented to the iadies in the audience, each

S

one receiving a bottle:. 9
Tespite Jerome Wheeler's interference with promotion plans and

his ebsence for the opening, Weill's plans to make it "the' important

social event of the year succeeded. The beautiful theater was packed,

n Tu1ll evening

[

and to pay proper respect for the affair, ladies came

dress.;

jen
} i
[
¢t
O

Last evenlng was a memorabie one in the

cccasion was the opening of the 1Loopera
been secured Lo thercity: liirough the public. spiris
1%, was evident that the people of Aspen appreciat

of the event, for they fturned out in such numbers
crowded, and the scene was made resplendent Wwith ithe costumes of the

"~ ladies in full evening dress, who thus paid special honor to the :
opening of the temple of amusement,

" The Viennese lady fencers made a "hit" with the first nighters
when their "fencing exhibition fairly tock the house by storm." In fact,
it. stirred several mine operators and businessmen to arrange with the

%ira exnhibition at three o'clock the next
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day on the Wneeler stage. They offered 5150.00 in gold &s prize money

9iDT, 4pril 24, 1889, p. 4., col. 3.

10407, april 24, 1689, p. 4., col. 2.
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On June 2. : T newspaper anncurncement stated that Ralph Weill

had resigred =3 manazsr of the Wneeler and d. R, Woodward of New Albany,

0]

Indiana, had acecepted the posiiion,  '"Mr. Woodward was once manager &and
awrer of the Zijouw Theater of New Alvbany. He seems to be a young man of

«ability.“2“ Yo other information gboul the new wmanager was made public.

Robert J. Gutler
Wr. Roberi d. Culizsr has been appointed manager of the Wheeler

ned."25 This curt notice ended

o«

Woodward's ‘four—wesk managersnip about which the press had not commernted.

3 : Y * P - a2 o~ 4 2y «
J..B. Wneeler had arrived in Aspen just two days before20 the appointment

my i~

and was probacly responsible for the change in gianagers. The press ap-

is sure Lo be counducted so as to
i The retiring manager,
in some new enterprise.<’
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the possibility of poor sec—
ond-night houses by tooking good atiracticns for one night only, and
holding the top price seats at L1.50, the same as it had been at the be-

ginning of the segsdén. His plan worked and the Wheeler was filled for

o]

11 attractions. Next, %ta bring more business to the Jerome Hotel, which

was near the Denver and Rio Grande dopot, the resourceful Cochran adver=

te

tised convenient late diniag room hours for possible patrons returning

Trom Glenwood Springs on the Sunday "Laundry Train."78
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n. - Long and ex-

nis resources, so e

Cered their stock in the famed Mollie Gibson
Mine for sale at $1.50 a share, 7 a low price for such stock.

Cocoran séemed to sénse what audiences wanted and tried to oifer
ler, even if he had to book far in advance, After
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Glonal® acting in Credil Lorrzaine, prooably reminiscent of Yodjeska's

ot

oy

similar effect on Aspen audiences in 1689, Cochran announced that he was

negotiating to bring YModjeska vack To Aspen in 1892.80
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’ a emergency, and
ies guard with a fair representetion of their num—
the footliznts to cateh the first warning.©

they had paid fory, so whén the W. T. Carleton Opers Company was ready

he refused to raise the curiain until Mr. Carleton;

who was-oilied o play Janio, consentad to.go on. - Cdchran said that it
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terms concerning his performance.
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ry, 1892, At this time the menager'!s job wes

other responsibilities that had formerly de-
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Yol ULWs years of managing the Wneeler, Cochran
adapted to the community needs and assisted whenever he could. - To

aid in financing dAspents first hospital,; he helped arrange for benefits
at the Whesler. Later ne served as a judge for the Cake Walk, 'a hosp-

ital benelit given at the Tivoli By the colored people of the town.37

When tThe -Western Slore Council, dedicatsd to promoting silver for the
YWestern Slope, mel for thrsc Zays at the Waeseler, Cochran announced a

donation of ~100.00 rrom the ooera house for the group.83 Likewise,

4

when tar silver prices drogpzd drastically inm April, he lowersd Wheeler

Keep the opera house open-at reasonable prices,

Q

s
ot

The drop in siiver threatened all of Wheeler's Aspen enterprises

1 b Py -

and he mede a quick trip Trom Yew York to expand olasr Coloradc invest-
ments.  Before leaving for Cblorado City vo introduce manufacture of
window glass in his year-old glass works there, he probably left orders
with Cochran and bank employees: to push development oi the town of

5 : ; ; o T ;
Clarence near the marble beds.“C Immediately, Cochran went to Clarence.
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Lo make ‘g glowing teporlh of the booming town. Lots were

YR i RO A e R et S PO T Tatal G R T TN YA A S et Re v 1
Seiling Cfor £100.00 0 7200.00 apisce; the railroad grading to the hot

SYADT, August 15, 1892, p. 8.

87497, April 15, 1892, p. 4.

Decembsr 13, 1891, p. 5. :
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Cochran.

Meeting in

-
with instiialing an Ovder of Elks in Leadville,g) nhe returned to Aspen

&

and more WoOTK. ~fe piaced a huge advertisement

moting real estate sales in Clarance.. ‘Although the names of Whealer

Bank officers, J. B. Wheeler, H. R. Woaodward, and H. T. Tissington,

n
e}
2
ot}
O
&
8]

were listed at the top; Cochran, the = s.doing most of the work,

nhad his name and his overa house room listed at the vottom of the "ad.!Y4

1t nis othier business ventures could carry

the 4spen mine losses until silver prices rose., As president of the

gobtling vorks in Colorado City manufactured botiles for the mineral

employee Cachran, who had made very few

been prometiing real estale sales in

were in fair demand,96
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poreciative audiences for two nights &and a
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matinee at the low prices of %£0.25, §0.35, and 30.50.97
By now. Vheeler Opera House management had become g tool for

Cochiran as ne utilized publicity for its attractions to help advertise

maohinery and real esizlte ne nad for'sazie. In a Sunday Times he had

ur columns sbout Wheeler
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m the Hewiti Sampler
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for ezls, and another ihree coiumns abouiu lots for sale in Aspen and
Clarence.9e
After the big "ad" appeared, Cochran left for Clarence to handle

T 2% & ENRN
Or-fe-4dif nou reiurn

bty

sgles there; ne provably missed transportation home

Wneeler in time fTor the Haverly Minsirels!' performeance, The Times

B, Cochran, the vigilant and indefatigable represeni-

Yy LavLLh been compelled to cover twelve miles of
00t.99

the Fourth of ‘July plans, wmoney

ence Town Company, returned from that miniature met-

in:Clarence and Marble oplimistically and concluded,

A



The health of Wood-

4

was necessary. for

3 3 b5 <+ -
G800 WdLen A8T  Wiere.

Woodward's sbsence gave Cochiran an opportunity. to develop an idea he uad
conceived of a season-of summer opera,.  He immedistely began organizing
a company with Miss Emma Serg and Mr. Eckert as a nucleus.10L  These two

pecple were the staré of the Troubadours whose performances at low prices
nad teen well.received only two weeks before atlthe Wheeler.

is ﬁanager bf the newly-formed Eckert Opera Company, Cochran be-
gan publicizing its program and modest prices.: Beginning Juiy 11 there
was Lo be comic opera ab the Wneeler every night for three weeks at the

iow price of 30.50. To bring in more patrons from the financially em-—

Sarrassed community, he placed the following promotion device in a news-—

Falh! ‘

By going to the Elite Cigar Store on Jduly 3rd or 4th znd pur-
chasirg one deollars | sic/ worth of cigars, you will then getl a free
reserved seat entitli you to see "Olivette' &t the Wheeler Opera

1

House Mondzy July
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T sho fie Oopera Company wes

~-7ive pecnle.i03  as rehearsals proceeded, costumes
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After a quick busi-

k3

announced that he would take his company

¢ prompted a imes editorial which
praised him: MHe is deserving of success for he has done much to im-—

ions for this city.”lo5

6]
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he Tuesday

instead of presenting a review of the performance, pai

adept Cochran for his courage in attempting a season of opera for the

patrons,
in g ¢cily of <thisg megnitude is a feat that faw
BV ever been ventured beyond the uorfines

it Cochran, with his vigilant sye,

T; howsver, had he scunded ihe

zou o He foined with him Mr. Eckert; the
e

deternmined on a summer noliday
en

i I tened by the large and cultured
the soothing realms of Melpombqe last night.

Fal

Manager Cochran, i his most

(@)
Ot

3

performance was attended by 'another fashion-

&;
o

s

her Mgimmick'". to £ill the house

oa Wednesday night. Cn the Tront page of the Times a ticket was printed:
"idmit one lady accompanied by a gentleman nolding = First Class Ticket

to the Eckert Opera Co. tonight. Secure tickets at Carbary's Book Stors.”

oy

-~ TEE : 17 E ~ b 107
{Times editor) and W. B. Cochrza.

The ticket was
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gzch, while 4 fexas Sheer, A ¥idnight Bell, and 4 Parlor Match each played
once. A Brass Monkey, billed as farce comedy "direct from New York after
a THREE VORTHS RUN," played Tor two nighits to crowdsd houses and was probe-
ably typicel ol Hoyi's plays marked by broad humor, lack of pios, and use
of whims of the day.
Of ‘the elaborated skit, musiczal absurdity, farce comed
ever you.are a mind to call iv, it would almost be impossibl
a connecied narrative. . . . This much can be said, that,
Hoyt's, it takes hold of the fads of the aaj and shows them up 'in such
absurd lights as would meke a dog laugh.40
Just one of his plays, A Texas Stesr, was listed as satirical
comedy, and like his others filled ihe house and kept the audience laugh-
ing but was betier than Hoyt's other comedies because of some keen bur-
lesque. A reporter wrote tnet "Hoyils new play oo .. draws like an ox.
1t drew a full house at the Wheeler Upera House and kept them roaring'
with laughter during the entire performance,  There is- some Kesn bur-
lesque in it that raises it apove the level ol most of
Ariother type of broad american farce popular at the Whecler was
the ‘comedy featﬁring the Irisn immigrant, but including the German,
Italizn, and Negro written by Zdward Harrigan and Tony Hart.42 Probably

1

¥

their best piece, Cordelis's Asoiraticns, wnlch included Negro per-
formers,43 played once as did 01d Lavender. This iype of comedy con-
taining veudeville snd husical specialties bul more rural American

+ ’) - v - * 4

L“Gienn Hughes, History of the American Thestre 1700 - 1950 (New
Tork: Samuel Trench, 1951), p. R86.

New York: Theater iArts
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as specialties.ts  After obsarving Cle Olson posters around town, one

o

comedian

j«.l

H Ae s SN 3t Fad I e Ay et o 33 3t
#The idea of subsiituting a Swadish dialec

reporier wrcie
for the German or Irish of which the public has long been gugfeited is
not a new one."45 Thres days before the show, paru of a newspaper ad-
veriisement for Ole Olson was ufitten in Swedish dialect, "He haf been

en dees kontry wan yare femt mont and sax wake and he haf yust yumped

his yob with Yonny Yonson. 146

o

Comedy-dramas still wmore rural gnd sentimental were seen fre-

guenily and wers .well aitendsd. An example was From Sire to Son which

wad-cousidersd censistant, reallstic, and "above all' exactly suited to
?

public taste., The leading man won the sympathy of the auditors, and

when the lesding lady '"sang 'Home Sweet Home! it was plain to see how

~1

¥ = / E o, 3T 3 30T
fiuch - the audisence was affectec.““ New Eneland Folks and The 014 Home-

stead with the Yankee farmer character pleased the patrons..  One review

for The Old Homestead, which played twice, illustrated this type of

countiry entertainment,

This play is-of the nature which always appeals so strongly to
popular favor. The simple jJoys of rustic life, and the quaini humox
nd honest, kind hearted spirif ol ihe New England farmer are truith-

hal £3

ully portraysd in a manner that fouches a responsive chord in the

C’ *") m

ature of every aucitor.4d

March 3, 1893, p. 2
45407, February 1, 1891, p. 2.

46ypr, February 4, 1891, p. 2.

October 10, 1889, v. 4.

ABAST, December %, 1893 p. <.
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The Wheeler was opencd wiih comic overs, the craze of

I3 ~ - Ls 5 ’,Q 83 - k) 2 1 -
stage during the 1880's.%7 The Kinz's Fool, composed by Adolph Muller, a

i vyt Fere. . £ G Ao PRIz 3 73 5 $ 3
en“eae,5o aud directed by Hans Conried, another Jlennese,ll was typical

o o R ¥ o R R T S A A Y Pron
of that populav typs of Zaving a somewnat farcial ploi,

reviewer wrobe that it was s
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tyled as a
comic opera but was "entitled to take higher r&nk.”Sz Fifteen different

conmic opereas brouzht good audiences o the Wheeler, out the number of

Olivette, Chimes of Normandy, And H. M. S. Pinafore led comic

opera in number of produciions probzoly because Manager Cochrzn- ha

£

T

anized the Eckert Company in dspen and used the Wheeler bookings

taking the company on tour, Szid Pasha

L PPN . P PRI s i 3Oy i) Im e g H £ 1
was given twice, once ezca Ty wwWo different companies. Except for The

wnich was boeoksd for two nights, éll other comic operas
slayed cne night only. Jusi one mat i 1ee was attempted.

The spectaculars, or fmericen extravaganzas, originally created Dby
Edward E. Rice actually were burlesques or travesties on familiar stories

with ‘music and riayming nonsense to hold them together. Devoid of much plot,

iversion for the

£,

out well laced with music ard cGance, they were intended as

B T AR TS A )/ = =T = -
whocle family, "mot merely oo she roues, - sopnisiticates or olack sheep. n53
pol 1 & = e rad 3 Ve v 3
Bigiewiravngsnon oy Like Lhe one whicn produced The Twslve
; - LR A LA TR o i
TOS DD 3 GGOGS0ms CoILUmSs,y rand 8 Weawtn ol scenery

N
N s“‘)

; Theodore Baker, Biogrzonical Dictionary of Musicisns, ed. Nicholas
Slonimsky (5th 2d. rev.; New JO““: B. Schirmer, 1958), pp. 1132-1133.
== N e
JYias manager of New York Metropolitan Opera in 1903, Ibid., p. 313
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reat expense.  The three crend bsllets and Mile. Mari

roducticn; Teceived rave
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notices. Costumes for the Ballebt of Nations were gorgecus, but typical
wes !"the cockatoo ballet, in which
carriec 1iveo birds upon percies in their hands -- a novel, beautiful and

taking pericrmance." Carfare alone %o bring this comyany and its twenty-

six tons of scenery from Denver was 21,100.00.%%

ductions. TFifty-five members of the Adcnis company found the stage a

iittie small but owmitted no scenes;55 hovever, Rice's VWorld's Fair was

5/
cut some. 2%

.

2, nice's first and best-

own exirsvazanza, was edvertised "to draw nalls from your coffin.mo7
This, no doubt, referred to the dancing cow in Evangeline, a trademsrk
of the plece =— Lwo maﬁ costumed as & neifer. The other itrademark was
the Amazon march oy girls whose armor dresses were descrived as "the most
beautiful and dazzllng ever seen on the Americen stage. 58

ecil Smith states that during the 1880's, a military plot or
nint of one offered an =xcuse for the ever-popular merch or drill by

chorus ‘giris ‘in masci llqe uniforms which left the female legs in sight.59

5hapT, May 30, 1829, 2. 4.
53&3?, Octover 23, 1290, v. 4.
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Hzns Conried heg incorporzted bhis popular preciice in his production of

The fing's ¥ool, 'a comic opere, with the Amazonian drill, but be added a

Buriesgue =~ not the . E. Rice "family enteriainmeni Lype —-—
A Eo

played a few Limes at the Whesler., Cecil Smith stated:that the play of

nd rhymning travesiy on some well-known

po
4l
o
4]
ot
©
[oN
[a}
iy
[¢
&
[ £33
ot
[e)
[65)
jo
o

romance, play, opera or legend, often with a punning title" such es

Carmen Up-To-Dats or Cinderella Up=To-Date. In these burlesques the hero

was played by a girl who wore tights just as the chorus did.6l The two

verformances of Cinderells bty Whesler employees and other home talent
were eccepuable, bulb the two trofessional performances were exceptions

A

o the ¥heeler's clean program which ‘Alderms

!

Donnelly referred to when he

X

A reviewer staied ithat Carmen Uo-To-Data might beiter have been

- . ¥ iy e

wermed MChesunuis Up~Tlo-Cate and De coniinued Lo dernounce the perrormance:
The scngs and sayings of the specislly contingent had whiskers

on them that woulid lay ithose of the Kansas Hayseed statesmen in the
shade, 'and in several instances bordered on the vulgar. Especially
was the letter the case with Charles Fostelle, who did a femaie "turm."

the aud~

. The song fakir made things about as unpleasant for
ignce ‘vefore the curiain went up and between acts as did the worn-cut
acts of the compsny afterwards. The fakir would never be missed Ifrom
tha ccm;zny.é3

s

METWELY AOTIEN" was o part o of the headline for the criticism o

3 ¥

Clecpzira.  Although some pretiy bul scantily-clad girls did some high
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in the first pari of the show, a Dutch and a Negro comedian

the audience. The second part, a burlesque of Clecpatra en~

x

Club," was as tiresome as the first part. A
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reviewer stated that the gerformers belonged to the "beer halls of Cin-
cinnati and the dance halls of State Street; Leadville. The men who

,
left their families st home were well pleased."oA

Melodrama was played by touring companies more often than comic

opera. Uncle Tom's Cabin was performed five times while The Two Orphans,

The Count of Monte Crlsto, Hazel Kirk and_The Hzifs of New York each

appeared twice. Sitreetls of New York by Boucicault, Alone in Iondon,

Shensndoah, and The Stowawsy, among others, plaved one-night stands.

1 ™ 1

ave Lazst Lynne twice and The Drunkard's Doom once.

Procuctions of The ¥Waifs of New York were perhaps iypical of the

sxcitement offered by the emotion-packed scenes and realistic stage de-

of melocdrama, One performance of the play was described as

rice

(*
Ui

'replete with sensational features and thrilling incidents; suggestive
of yellow<backed litersture and the villian - still - pursued -~ her blood
curdling episodes of life,"92 For the other performance the scenery was
considered 'a great feature. The Harlem railroad bridge with: the two
Castle Garden; Trinity Church, and the fire scene were

o S I T . b
"truly realistic end the mechanical effect was wonderful,'Oo

Stage properiies, mechanical devices, scenery, and fire scenes

¥

w in melodrama. Live burglars, drills,
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rful contrivance in Alone in London.!

As usual the fire scene in the last acn of Strects of New York was

sco 69

Mrealistic and loudly applauded.

At least one minstrel company playing the Wheeler had Negro
performers, and'neérly'all had bands which led street parades to adver—
 tise their Shows. The GCeorgia Minstrels showed public spirit -- and in-

o-thirty and eight o!clock performances —-

i"

cidentally advertised their
as their "eolorsd band made cuite an addition to the parade" on the Fourth
of July, 1:20. They merchec between contingents from the Anti Tobacco
Batalliion and the aspen Fire Iepartment in a parade to celebrate Inde-
sendence Day and the leying of the cornerstone of the new hospital.?0
Minstrel shows generslly played to gocd houses at the Wheeler
two or. three times a year, bul one periormance which played to'a small
House indicated that the routine of {the minstrel show did not~change much,

There is a sanmenesds avbout minstrelsy that grows irksome to the
aversge theater-goer end the efforts to amuse the audience last night

by repetions ?éigé of old "ousiness' was a failure. Some speciallty
.

acts were goods (t

674DT, October 15, 1889, p. 4.
ADT, April 11, 1890, 3. 4.

;
994DT, October 14, 1891, . 1.

@

ADT, July 6, 1890, p. 5.

714DT, October 4, 1891, p. 4.
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d Private Secretary by

played twice and his
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English and French siories and

~

plays. Thres adaptations of Alexander Dumas, The Count of Monis Cristao,

The Glemencesut Case, and Deception, appeared. This was true for The Two

——T

Orohnsns by D!Ennery and ‘Carmon.  Dion Boucicaultl's spectacularly staged

5 = Ao = H T o} AL
ptetion. After Dari and London Assurance

£

Streets of New York was an ad

£

glso cane from his pen. His sense of what had audience appesl sometimes

(o] . PR PR 3
became a lititle crude.’? A reviewer mentioned it after London Assurance
played.

The comedy abouﬁds in humor and sparkling witticisms which keep
one lavghing tildl j ais sides ache. But there are some coarse

sllusions in the play as resequec which should be slim-

ore the piece is presented o a respectable psopie.’d
Within three montihs of the opera house opening; two of William

Shekesveasre's comedies had played to lerge audiences; but in the next

thres yesrs, his plays were seen but four more times. Of the total of

sl

six performences which included two comedies and two tragedies, As You

Muech Ado About Nothinz and

Gale - and Creston Clarke in

A5 You Tike It "gave good satisfaction® to a fairly good audience in

March of 1892, no more Shakespeare was booked.’4

ord Companion to the Theatre
» 1957), p. 89.
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Other Whesler atiractiions included concerts —— usueglly by grou

of singers —- lectures about travel, health, temperance, and ‘mental

L iy Y S e 3 R -~ 3 e lng - 1A 7 e 3
telepathy, plus siersovpiican slides and a midget show. Pantomimes and
entertainments tuill arcound boxing exhibitions were ssen thres times,

Yok
(&)
N

Actor Duncan B. HBarrison wrote and played in Honest Hezrts and

e worldls ﬁeavy'ci ght boxing
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champion, Jonn L. Sulliven, who fought a three—round contest with Jack

Ashton.75 There wasvstaﬁding room iny at the Wheeler although there

[

was little <o tno alaj of "the blood and thunder varietiy,' which seemed

T -~ ) : '76
L0 Diggse Llose presen T.n'

The kinds of performances VWheeler pairons saw ran the gzmui of

shows on the road ab the time. Many Broadwsy hits and a few stars came

Vo tae Waeeier, The bulk of the program waes light and musical. Comedy

could be done by small casts, were played mosi

often Drovacly. Decsuse they were ‘less expensive o bring for the ons-
aight stands which became glmost a rule at the Whesler, 'Big compznies
such as those offering extravagenzea, comic opera, and minstrels,; were
popular. Many melodramas came and the most popular performances of thi

type included much realisnic scenery and stage devices,

’

18

Some trends develoved. Shekespesre and serious drama were <ropped
early as the program moved toward comedy and music, Two-night stands were

=]

vig. companies on th
ad occurrad. . Bagsically, Wneeler patrons liked enftertainment that wo

mzke them cry a litile, laugh a lot, and after the last curtain, leave

the opers house humming the hit ftune of ‘the evening.

uld
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arternoon, play one

verrormance; leave that night and play a performance the next night in

A R B T

another Colorado town. Thaeater performers, old and young, favorite and

neophyte,; were touring, and some came. to the Wheesler,

Mlle. Rhea

&

vt 3 pEt ] AY ol F S % y i ]
As Besirice in Much Ado About Nothing, Mlle, Rhea was considered

oy T e e Ty A T e B A Ly P S e - Sl
simply pertfect,;'" and even though the large Wheeler audiesnce

nad trouble gatiing used to her speech at first, her charm and fine acting
wooed them:
It required a iititle time for the audience  to become
with Rheals accen?t, but ner oewlilching manner and splendic a
I3 3

i 5 T
. P = 31 S SR+ £ ,, i e ) L
won them Irom the siari while they soon, also, fell in love with

Definite audience resction of some kind must have followed Mlle.

-
. Pa - ¥ - . . v . £y ; 3
~cgats delivery of one line. A reviewer wrobfe that an: "incident of the L
|
\
]

L 2Lk IR T A B R N 1 ot ] BN =
On the day of her oniy serformance st the Wheeler, she and some of
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the ladies ol (nes company Loursd the MVollie Gibson Mine, 'Mr, H..B. Gili-=

Hzlena Modjeska

~y

31¥30 nweoressyend &) fine supporting cast from ithe

Supoaol  Tombars, s e once Lo the Wheeler and played fs You
ey £
LTt Sure Db ~
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with her performance and that of the cast. Her support was "verv nearly
Y (/

the exceedingly difficult™ role of Hosa~

"ectly done that "many old theater

ver the perfcrmance; a reporter interviewed the Countess
ska) and her hustand, the Count Bozenta, whl;e they waited for
supper at the Delmonico. 3She was "exceedingly attractive! and seemed

to be "thorouzhly earnesi® when she said she had been 'particularly

In Acrienne lecouvreur, on the second night, the star's emoticnal

acting resuited in seversl curtsin calls. Her depiction of the Yparoxysms

o <

o jeslousy wWare wonderful snd,; as scene succeeded scene, Modjeska was

before the curtain again and again" to acknowledge their applause. Her
c=ath scene, howaver, was describsd by the reviever as ons tUhav would nod
e scon forgobtien. "It was rainfully realistic, bul as an exhibition of

histricaic ars it, perhsps could not be excelled."79
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constanti stalte of uprocr over many laughable situstions from the rise
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%o the finzl fall of the curfiaein,"9i This was his oaly appearance at

the Wheeler

Bose Coghlan

"Fair" audiences saw Rose Coghlan's two performances at the

~,~_Wheeler in 1889. She chose Jocelvn, a play by her acltor-brother for

the first per formaﬂce in whic: duel scene beltween her and Mr. Saviani

3

"though splendidly acted and Iibsrally applauded" was considered quite

(&3

"inconsistent." The rsviewer delended his opinion by adding, "No man
could fight in such a cold-blocded manner with the woman he adored.!

The costumes she wors in Forget Me Nob on the second night, made

Feilix and Yorth and especially designed for the charscter of Stephanis,
were considered "some of the most superb ever seen on the Waeeler stage.!
In-the role of’Stephanie, which she had originally created, Miss Cognlan
was supported by '"the strongest kind of a company! and brought the wonder-
ful scenes of the pilay out in a '"orilliant manner which "startled the

PE e

With fervor she described ner scenic trip from Denver to. beaubhis

-
i
[Ege

0

Aspen with its lovely ocers house and toid an interviewsr that she was

more than pleased that Ler zminzgers had decided to take the Silver Jircuid

)

ned spoiled

Intorrview by saying that roily waters
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I am going o buy e mine when I come hers next year as I hope to on my

fag P EI RN 2 P S Ty T S Sy o S e 30t =
oHe reliurned a Yyearlr pawer o0 WO Deriormances and taere Wasonuo

publicity aboul an y mine purchase, butl newsmen differed in their opinions

4

iiss Cethlan’s status as g gtar., Of her first performance as Peg
. <

in Peg Welfington, a Times reporier wrote that she had "won tounds of

applause! and taken several curtain calls. He zlso wrote that the star

Y

nad lost none of her force and beauily sincé & year ago and she was still

sy A E ) & ; b H
a favorite on the s3tage.”% The other wrilter noted that she had played io

a Mfegir-sized and not aliozether unapprec ciative audience! and appeared

Uyell in o The role, Very likely the second newsman was the writer of

Mragatic Notes, " a newspaper column which appeared for the firs:t time
? k

B e e

after she Dlajed ong of her most succe°sL¢1 roles, that of Lady Gay

[ ECEEY | 3 T 3 A S =~ p i PRI ] 3 WS R EEACE)
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appointment as g star to the poorly
eously, but where she geis her repu-
i to see. Her words are biting and

arity that is painful.®>

and was the only
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1

comedy.  The Tunmohad the merib ol bel ure, though often rough end
uncouth, 190
The Zlls wiohoratti o Rosa Lo play Miss Dixis for their
benefit’iu lzoe ioY2.  Even after the silver crash, sﬁe répeated Miss
Jivie is a and the Blks in "full dress!' pressented her
with flowers. L
aorgie Cooper
is] “acae bhe chavacier of the child in Little
i Yamous the world over, played the part twice ai’ the
5 were occupied and the gallery crowded for her first
1889, Her ability to perform so well without prompting
drFeuntleroy, ¥ wvas valken Uy
menner. uials was wonderiul,
ines, wnich cover sixty pages of manuscripn, Wwithout
50ion of prompting, without a hifch at any point, and oflen
riried dramatic effect.92
ugh her picture; "that of a beautiful little , ' was on

JL&\.—_L.A.

(9]

cize her second performance sixteen months later 93 the
The little miss, however, again '"won the hearts of the

w94

R

serceautiful acting.
Feoruary 19, 1591, p. 4.
January 5, 1894, 0. 4.

December 3,

1889, p. 4.
1691, 4

.
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share ofagplauss i ognd conzinusd that it was M"useless to tell of his mag-

¥

nt it was also useless-ito

L T S,
b7 The writer thous

attend James' performence in Cthello the next night, since there was no

review for it the following day.96 Before nis return appearance eleven

1 .

the people who had gone to ihe

£ Tave
LonTLS . Late

should 'go agein on Savurdsay

g7

Dosioogimos ool les there Yand Tind out what a good show is.
Soriaieaisaeg’ uedience went to see himodin Ingomar.  Mayoe

c~ooorter abierded it, for very briefly he wrote that "Ingomar

Jezmes O'Neill

Locrovded douse greeted James 0'Neill in his first presentaiion

of The Cournt of Monte Cristo in 1890, 99  end by the time he hed returned -

about our years later — tas feminent romantic actor had pleyed the piece

72.07, January 21, 1390, p. 1.
G5 am R
#YLDT, Januery 22, LEZGG, p.o4.

‘DT, December 24, 1390; p. 4.

£3 - el 0N H
December <2, 22%0, Dv 4.

Mareh 13, 13%0, . 0.




i
=4

silver

St
EaR

F A
jay e

came 2

o
QL

11 played <he

nekL

tel

NE

B

©

anichon,

v
N
[y

10n oL

"famous cresti

er

in

the

from

"eaptured!

for 3

was

t's return at the close of

the play."l

£
L

in 1892

verick i

Ma

in Little

se

hou

I

returned

Shne

o play to an excellen

W

ime% had

™
FY

that "Father

he press noted

v
4

WL S

sne

when

to have 1os
04

B

ore.+

.

o

e ey
s=nesration be

TOW Was

)

in ‘Aspen.

i

@ wes:popular and well know

%
-~
La

e in 1888,100 g

in The

adienne

T

i

ey
AL Wik

e

a

R




o

i

nere,

k3

P

ny friends

"Effie

at the Wheeler until 1892 and

*
g
o]
£

she

ink

ple:th

s season and peot

et
wlliie

orostratd

time

this

e}

theaters an

stern ©

O wWe

I0WIL T

%n

|

v
o

in

ormance”

o
BE

ood per

o P
gavea g

a

r@mance,

v

dsle, Co

Cart

ana

[ofo)et

to see the actor.ll3

E e oy
Lils

[ o SR VIS )

-

~F
. »
0 ~&
~r
- »
- [6»] (9N
ol [
o) ~
" = [®]
=T O~
N ~ )
wl (] w4
[ (S
-
~ ot (o]
= D
¥ L0 j )
£ )
(5] B
42 5]
Q &
] (O]
tn (]




notil4
Lhy=-

R

4

f his f

&)

memoer. o

21

=

=

DerIoTR
tand

le recalled the handscme

£

Landes

e N i

Fav)

2S5

iz
A A e

Sl
&

Lorme o

ya
&

Company was ihe

ixey

tant mansger of the D

g
v

sis

v

»

L

recreation
Keene was

y~year-oid

an in Americalild -

"taking a trip of
X

traged

Dixey, 117

B T
CuUnWIy WILo
I

populsa

fl

Fawin Booth;, ine fify

34

[4

et
and most

73

=26

\1CaE

4o
£

excepnt

o

WLLLLOO

f

e

There was not a

vearean acior read,

uy

x

cism;

7

WaSs avos

S

icnard

n o H

e revi

T
i

[ags)

i

i




ixt
Her
122

=4
[=]
is

i
Lewi

L2

x"r

11

ore she left

43

Fad

ke

he seme title role.M

0]
Ko
o

Q

Q
45

0

(%

‘bound. "2l The next n

4

y in

"more thar

axton

t

-
i

Lang
VNS TS
€ C

u

Tat

=,
ex

AL

]

with

T

L7 Abk

the zudience spel

er.c

a

and

o

S T
WS

RS L
R

i

&7

~
L# Y

an

o
(=% 8%

il

Dar

. Stevenson, her hus

xLon

i
L

Lo >_n"§
WG RS

g
\Y

husband's

9
s

v Kate Claxton's part

=

4

istinctive

ed as'd




N
i
e i m
! ) Fd = £ ! 9] () T4
£} QW X L)} O Q 9] = RN () i £+
e 9 ) £342 Q = o4 42 [6)] (@] g 4 s (o]
@ (SRR Q o Q4 s i% ol 0 Q ) 3 ©
0 = 42 LA e Hw] i | (0] +2 0 o] a3 ug £y
o [ | 2 u 0y .‘m 0 9] k4 3 « fimg i e
=4 S0 LR o I 1] ] i e N - O = fq ~ o €3
B Mo 2 B y a8 S8 o8- S
(=} ~ ; o) 4 R . e} N " b
QR by 14 Py e 3 fy 3] x (o) ] Q fa
g g Oy Q0 ~ D WL & o e
AP e 2,0 » W O « e -~ n & Fuq ()] [
43 R [0} 24 =2 9] 0] © W Wy B ®
& 20 0 42 ! £ Bt £ Q
L) e x » by n @ 42 0 Go] - mw O 0
O w09 o] % I [l I ) o
Wy 4 rf fet P o © @] (o] o] Q 2 Ko
2 LUH by 0 e Qg ol 1) O 1] 8}
SF EECE R 0 Bty wo 3 e
s s 0 e ooy ey ] o] 2] -] Q « =l = £3
0 Foo g Gy E L0 © e R o
) Q0 oo 3 S < B & B B £ et O B e
e ey} = (9} A0S ] A B [53 2 |3 O | &1 o
()} o £40) Gy SRR e 12 o mn O Q O o) ol
[ R | OB 93] G | Q. 2] 4 gel 42
el 4 [0} 43 Uy 0 O (o] ] 3 5]
B AV RS R ] Tt (0] Y < |85 2] Q o)
S 5. 0420 0} ) 0] =
[sis] m 2.6 B ay 3 -~ = ~ o
3] o e D B o (] 0 sl 0 ek
M R9) R 0] ] ) 4 )] A [} )]
vy X 5} 42 9] O w 0 9}
oWy m 42 3 m 0 .
O ) 0 n o} Py .
N0 0 £ ¥ 42 I k) QT ~T
sed R R 0 g4 Bl [0) Qe or b
4] [H3Tal bo 3 3 o v rd .
T N [£5) ot (o] %] (o] [ iy 3y
ReER O ENE = Fa i 9] w3 O
Q0 e e i ! Cid o2 e -
Qg 54 ] o] ] e
un =i o A 0] ] & " ] ) o~
w ) f4 (W] [} 0 £ 0
! 0 o (o] %} =
13} "y ¢ & o il
i ul o e X 1
i Yoy (%] M a
8 L g [0 (SN ™
Q ] (o (4] (o 42 4
[4)] o 4 (0] B
{IEO) 1) [0} e Bh)
o i) s 4 e
s « QO Q 9} )
e "] L3 ! 4 >
(DR e ] ) ry
v 4 [} 3 - )
0 e T Ky L.
4ty e o (6] (0} Ly
0O 1 b - e 1]
%) 2] ! ’ (D] a3} Troy 4}
(D)) 4 i Ty H [0) 0] i
Py (ST 9] ] W d e f4 [}
SO 4+ I w o o s
- ! (9] ER (5] B
m o] W » n ©
ls) i) ) ko] ()] 3
] ay ] ] © 4
D £3 uf £ 1
Y b s 1 42 0} 3
3] 12 ! (5] “~ o




=i

eriencs

= gel

wholesome.,

ys clean and

-

-

riy aiwe

nea

(12]

oma home

0
ey
o
<4

£




T
b

0. 0T

~oT

e

o
s}
4

fouesn on

P R gt}

-r
s

a0,

oM

pROIG

0D pue sazAS

poseTel ©

Ry

usgfe 8

o2
fn

og

SpmTaemos 0 fAempm

-

UpCWod 22U

(93

i1

UM 02 SaTUuRCU

spTs U1

ry

saT

£

%

*sIensaug

ITD

£2dCTeAsD sS4 TNo

o

pitiilele

TBL1OJ2UI00

e

A
2a08llle

o
e

e R L
,‘,¢,~.4.EO_; [P8

~—



U e e o
yooullelD MeAnS Ol

S and remunerati

cluced Colorade, Utan, and Wyoming towns having theaters and railrocac

Plate IX, p» 119)., The young and shrewd McCourt, former dry goods

{see
a brother-—

~ 1
(SIS

rk in Oshkosh, Wisconsirn, and salesman in Néw'Yofk City, was
nGbuilder éf Denver's Tabor Grand

ecretary to. Tabor, McCourt became manager

o learn every detail of the

ice.? McCourt made tfips to

r theater managers, Lo bargsin for

During these trips, he per-

‘rcuits develioping in the
o nub for western railroads, the enterprising

theatrical circult originating in Denver

el ;
AP IR
SCWOUTL

which could neaters in railroad towns,

inencial gain, the plan gave companies

Coast opportunities to perform several nights on

By 1886 the Silver

5 Zoing

"The Silver Theatrical Circuit: or All the
Western History, XIII (November, 1890 -

1468 to 1957 (New York:




per

AL




House,
Francisco tne following ¥

cden Sunday morning,
rdaJ nootn.

The Wheeler opened when McCourt!s three year's of experience in
N s ¥l

booking companies on the Silver Circulf must have given him a fairly

good idea orf what types of troupes and entertainment would draw paying

houses in the smeller towns. Very likely he also had learned that some
companies woull not consider a wour of one or Wwo night stands without z

nte

@

d feey, and thabt others did not relish traveling in the mountains,

()n

e

Touring companies interested in playing the circuit were either dependent
ivoon: MeCourt's booking methods or they could contact managers independ-
incacially, ‘in the new theaters of what had been
considered tne fhinteriands.’”

Freguently, companies played several days or a weex in Denver,

Lo Aspen on Sunday, ‘played the Wheeler on Monday night, anc lerlt

what night or the rext morning o make Leadville for a performence. on

tezusually mentioned from where a company

soooane Sor o levelsndls Minstrel Show which stated that

& wners & week's engagement was

”

2 wteF o5 the road ab intermediate points.!?

m
<

J
(u
e

[oi owed a performance or not, a news item gen-

L

erzily statec when the troupe left and where it was going, as was this




case witn Louls James eund nis performers: "The James Co. will leave this

morning for Leadville where they will open with Julius Czesar."? Some-

enver,

1

tlneb compenies: camé from Leadville on their way back to

-

When in ispen, most companies sfayed at the Jerome or Clarendon
~ Hotels; nowever, some engaged special railroad cars for travel, sleeping

L accommodations, and scenery. The Bostonisns had their "oun special pull-

man, ''° Mc

ol

n Miheir -ow

¥

‘M.J v
o

Fadden's 1 onts Cabin combination traveied

_special car,”9 ané the Georgia Minstrels toured in "their own speciel
'palace;Cars."lg Speciel baggage cars carried scenery, properties, and

costumes.. Nheeler patrons wer

¢ diszppointed when the cast for The Clem-
encezu Case arrived and could nobt perform without their cositumes and
scenery. The Daggage car ccenfeining their eguipment was cut off in Red

Nebraska; the ftrain; behind time, wes cut to . meke up lost time;
Ziffortis by the manager Lo heve the car "brought up in time for the Wheeler
seriormancs were rruitless.
very [few companies aLtempted more than a two-uignt. stsnd, The
Wilbur Company featuring James R, McCann and Lizzie Kendall in melodramas
was the only one to play three nights and a matinee to full houses.  Also,
this was the oniy one to move Lo another. Aspen theater, tne Tivoli, for
troupe once

the rest of the week.l? Manager Cochran's reorganized Eckert

tried three nights of the same piece buib gave up the idesz. The two nignts
o o

-3

DT, Jenuary 21, 1890, p. 1.
ADT, Merch 13, 1891, p. 4.

ADT, June 9, 1891, o. 4.

ADT, July 3, 1890, p.
ADT, January 20, 1391, p. 4.

ADT, May 14, 1890, o. 4,
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Stetson's Uncis Tom's Cabin fompany, and Richerds and Pringle's minstrel

same plece usually had poor second night audiences. The manager for the
fugustin Daly Company, booked to play the Wheeler one night, cancelled
bis engagement al Salida because he said that "Aspen had a better repu-

tation for a house the second night than Selida had for the first." The

~company showed another plaey at the Wheeler, but on the second night, thers

m
£
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was the audience,"3 After 1890, one-night
stands were in order at the cpers house,

Advance zgents for large and nationally-known touring groups
usuélly,came to Aspen aboul & week ahead of their companies. These men
.handled publicity by giving advance stories to newspapers, posting bill-
boards, and providing any other media for adverilsing their companies,
Also, they often checked travel schedules and arranged for living accom—
modations.  Sam Thall, advance agent for: the Grismer-Davis Company, was

in town making such presarationsit while his company was concluding a

four-weck ¢ngagoment at the Sush Theatre in San Francisco.,1> Smaller

-

groups, those origineting closer to fthe Rocky Mounlain region or barn—
units, did not have such personnel but may have mailed advance

publicity to theater managers.

T, May 16, 1890, p. 2.
14522, November 23, 1890, p. 4.

15ADT, November 30, 1290, p. 4.



folictzly-wow 4o booked a year in advance with a guaranies
oI one thousnnd cdoliars for one night, the famous Bostonians, parbtic-
ularly noted for their well-casti and superbly staged preﬁentabions,lé
were provably the [inest comic opera performers in the country.l7 For

“ii=ir cne performance, prices were raised, every seat in the house was

chorus, the group reached Aspen in their own special pullman. Although
thers were some cast substitutions, their performance was "a real treat
to scores who had so often been bored by barnstorming ccmpanies,"lg

Not so well-known nor mansged as the Bostonisans, the California

West Coast twice in five months., A month

@
by
2!
O
B
s
oy
[0}

Opera Company canms

irst sppearsnce at the Wheeler, the company was stranded in

oty

ts

[

gfter

7 bad management, & drunken advance agent,

o]

Salt Lake Cit7.as a resuit

as manager and some other changes in the company, they returned,?l
Special arrangements by the hospital commitiee to present the
Abbie Carrington Grand Opera Company in a benefit performance were nobt

very fruitful. Perhaps the company did not arrive in time; in place of

m
y
1)
<
f.)
U}
£
o
@
z
4]
’,Jc
o

em stated that the "D'& R G train was late two hours,

Smith, Musicsl Comedy in &merica (New York: Theater Arts
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so &8 trein was held in Grand Junction for

124

Y

Lhe accommedation of the Abbie

Carrington combination. 122 Only 315.3023 wag realized from the Yeertain

N s s . P
per cent of the proceeds to go to the hospital fund,''<4

W. T. Carleton, dubbed the "guiding

genius!!

ger of his fifty member

opersa company, had a replacement take his singing role for the first

booking, but when he tried:itfa second time (see Chapter IIi, p. 68),

Manager Cochran refused to permit such a change.2 The next year mem-

bers of this group and other comic opera companies combined with or-

chestra director Carl Martens and returned as the Calhoun Opera Compzny

minu

nigniy stands.

sian

with hit produciions from

Mrs.

quality of* the company's talent.

1

s Mr. Carieton.zé

Charies Frohman's Comedians came
Frohman's name had become
dard dramaz and his companies of fine
New York,

Evtet=s
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road, £00d

CORULATIY

nson'!s Widows

Fs

hoplayed Mr. Wilk

Georgie Drew Barrymor’e.28 The

were

to- the Wheeler for ilree one-
synonymous with productions of

actors toured the continent<?

the result of his careful play sel-

and direction. In the casi
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star players, Joseph Holland and

review for the show pointed up the

"Like Charles Frohman's companies,
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this one was first-class in s2very pariicular -- composed of real actresses

W
e}

and actors. ., . . They were 21l stars, not a stick in the company.'

i New York, the Effie EZllsler Company,

‘Anoﬁher favorite grou;
made apnual tours to Aspen and played five engagements at the Wheeler.
Faméuskfdr héf original character of Hazel in Hazel Kirke, Miss Ellsler was
fsappér%eﬁ’iﬁ a1i ﬁe}’¢ngagements by hef husband Frank Weston and some-
times by C.kw.‘Couldock,'also of the original Hazel Kirke cast,

One of théfdldest companies in the country, The Milton Nobles
_ Company, starring MiltoﬁlNobles aud.ﬁis wife Dollie had cowme to Aspen
by stage in 1834 fé; an appearance, vub traveled by rail when they came

to the Wheeler for a one-night and two two-night stands., James 0'Neill,

the actor-manager, brought his strong Monte Cristo company twice for one-
night “stands. The Louis James Company came twice in 1890 when Mr, James

was featured in Shekespesre and tragedy.

Several minstrel companies appeared akL the Wheeler with their

iy

distinctive type of entertainment. In 1890 and 1891, W. S, Cleveland

and his troupe of thirty—fiveBO to over fifty31 performers played the

Wheeler four times at prices ranging from a quarter for children at a

matinee3? to one dollar and & Tty cents for the parquet. and reserved bal-

cony.33 Each booking brought different headliners such as the "King of

50.tr Septemver 27, 1891, p. 4.
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Joith Comecian Tom Mcinto
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with tro the Goodyear, B

Schilling Company, organized in Denver and owned by John Elitch,

The third time the troupe was billed as the "Chas, E. Schilling
1138
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strels,

The Richards and Pringle'!s Georgia Minstrels playved

ek

Westls

Primrose and
Gorton's Famous New Or

strels and Haverly's Mestodon HMinstrels, The latiter two compa

duced 2 new feature to minstrelsy; they substituted a free open-

concert on the street to replace the usual parade.41

3

In a class by themselves were the companies playing the

Uncle Tom's Cabin; "Tom Shows" was a show business term applied

three of  the

With well over fifty "Tom Shows" on the road, just
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feature of the production, plus the parade.

21

Merks, 2 Topseys, 2 donksys, 2 Shetland ponies, /4 bloodhounds,
10 mus icians,‘é jubilee sin "Prs, 1 pullman car, 20 performers,
Grand free street parade, 12 o'clock, rain or shine .44

Sutton's Monster Double Company was advertised as "The Barmum

sl f;

of them 211" and carried thirty~tw0 performers with doubles for all paris,sd
Confusion resuliing from the fantastic déuble casting prompted & reviewer
to write this opinion: '"The old story has served a noble purpose and
deserves tender ireatment in his [é;él old age,m4b

The tig compsnies fealuring exiravaganzas and spectaculars were

pooular, M. B. Leaviti, leading producer of this'type of show, brought

.o Charies H. Yalse

(!)

his company of fifty to the Wheeler on three occas iar
managed companies three times for William J. Gilmore's bookings of The

Twelve Temctations and the Devil's Auction. E. E. Rice's companies

appeared itwice,  The famed Bolossy Kiralfy Compsany featured The Water

Cueen and Henry E. Dixey brought his Adonis company once.  Nick Roberts!

o
w3

Pantomime Company doing Humpiy Dumpiy had one booking.

The Kimball Opera Comique and Burlesque Company under the "sole

management of Mrs, Jennie Kimball" and starring Corrine, thes ex-Spanish

434DT, Februery 16, 1890, p. 2.
448DT, June 6, 1891, p. 4.
45ADT, Januery 22, 1892, p. 3.

46507, January 24, 1892, p. 4.
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dancer, came to the Wheeler itwice. Boli times the company advertised

sixty artists;47 however, after the second booking, a reviewer wrote
that "some forty very ordinery people,™ so far as talent wes concerned
8ppeared Yo "a much vethter houde then they’daserved," His csustic com~
meibs gvout the compeny also noted falée advértising about the'scenéry
as he Qroﬁe, "The two carloads of scenery was left in the Rio Grande
yards, if they had it, as advertised, 48 /
Vaudeville companies were booked three different times but none

i’ ‘ came more than once, Colonel John D, Hovkins, king of the vaudeville

preducers, with hié Boston Howzrd Athenzeum aggregstion played a two-

night stand as did Professor Herman's Trans-Atlantique Vaudevilles,

Yoore and Gillet's Loundon Star Specielty Company advertised twenty-five

vaudeville acts at prices of one dollar and fifty cents and one dollar

for one performance. Charlie Boyd~brought members of the Arnold Gardner
Company, then appearing at his variety theater, the Comique, to the
Wheeler for a hospital benefit.49

Nearly all of the companies that came to the Wheeler were on tour
across America and had originaﬁed in New York; a few came from the West
Coast or the immediate region. Railroads to Aspen and Peter McCourt's
Silver Circuit booking plan made engagements possible if compenies
elected to follow the general practice of playing one-night stands., Min-

strel companies with annual cnange of specialities; 8nd other groups of-

&
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fering a different piece on the sscond night, playsd two-night stands,

¥

but three-night stands were seldom attempted.

o

Thoss coming most often -— usuelly not more than once a year --
wvere older cdmp&nies, such as the Fllsler end Nobles troupes, well known
in Aspen before the Wheeler was built, However, groups having national
reputations, such as the Frobmsn Comedians, Leavitt's end Gilmore's ex-
travaganza performers, played thfeé times in five years, a good record
for the Wheeler.

Fear of crossing the ruggsd Rockies kept some "city" companies
away and probably served as an excuse to demand g price tos high for an
evening's "take" at the Wheeler, Poséibly some companies which normally
played in metropolitan arsas liked the ides of heving & trip to the mining

towns for there was a patlern in troupe movemenis, A company, afler

playing in Denver for several days, traveled on Sunday, played the Wnesler
a night or two, often took s night irain to Leadville and, arfisr a day or

two there, returned to Denver ready to resume a continental tour, Some-

times'the pattern was reversed,; and Aspen was the last Silver Circuit stop
bafore Denver, Perhaps some quality companies that normally did not play
in: small towns took the little scenic tour just to see if storiesvabouﬁ
theater life in the fabulous mining towns were true.

Although big and welli-organized companies frequently sent advance
egents shead to arrange for cublicity and living accommodations, performers
often traveled in their own special cars, thereby solving their housing
problems, - This was especially true for the colored troupes.

Prices were raised for a few nationally-known and large companies
such as the fostonians, Thi: was the exception, though, rather then the

‘oming to the Wheeler was reduced as silver

ponts

b “} - £ ey A%
rule. The mi-be- of cormrnn
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Theatricel touring companies were made Up of pecple making
g "onothe roed! rather than in one theater or area., If a stand
o N

could offer enough silver to Jjingle in thelir pockstis,

In 1894, April 23 and 24 fell on Tuesda& and Wednesday, just as
they had five ysars befors when the glamorous opening éélthe'Wheeler |
Opera House was the talk of the town. An enterprising manager might
have promoted a grand celebrstion for the Wheeler'!s fifth anniversary,
but the house was dark. Earlier in the month, two touring companies
nad punctuated the program of home town activities -- a Populist Party

rally; a temperance leciure, smateur beneflits fTor the King's Daughters

and the G. A. R., plus the high school commencement exercises for two

&

girl graduates. The Wheeler wzas not closed, but its use was a remindsr

of J. B. Wheeler'!s first, and perhaps prophetic, announcement in 1888

that his bank block would be furnished for a public hall --— with stage

fixtures‘




The following table gives the events at the Wheeler Opera

APPENDIX

Chronological List of Productions

House from its opening on April 23, 1889, to April 26, 1894, The

column on the left contains the initial letter for the day of the

week; an asterisk denotes a matinee, The second column 1isis the

dates of the events and in

the third column are namss of the com-

an the entertainment, the author (when possible and the im-
] 3 P )

portant actor or actors. Advertisements, reviews and items from

social columns of the Aspen Daily Times, Volumes V through X,

served as sources,

T and W

Mand T

)

April 23-24

April 29-30 '

May 7

June 9

June 17

1889

Conried's English Comic Opera Company,
The King's Fool by Adolph Miller.

Home taleut, Peak Sisters and Penelove;
auspices ladies of Christian Church,

W. H. Power's Company, The Ivy Leaf by |
Con T, Murphy,

Fisk Jubilee Singers, Concert.

W. J. Gilmore Company, The Twelve Tempta-
tions by Josepn C, Foster; W. J. Gilmore,

Memorial Day services by local citizens,

Convention Reception, International
Typographicsal Union.

Rhea Comparny, Much Ado About Nothing by
Shakespeare; Mlle, Rhea,

131




1889

S June 22 London Star Specialty Company, vaudevills;
Moore and Gillet, ;

T and W June 25-26 Reception

s
of Mining

ng meabing, American Instituts
ginears,

M July 15 Mod jeska Company, As You Like It by
Shakespesre; Mme. Modjeska.

T July 16 Mod jeska Company, Adrienne Lecouvreur
: ' by Sc¢ribe and Legouve; Mme Modjsska.

Th August 22 , Rich and Harris Company, 01d Jed Prouty
by Gill and Golden; Richard Golden,

M September 16 Edward Harrigan Compeny; Old Lavendsr:
Fdwerd Harrigza.

T Septemper 19 Edward Harrigasn Company, Cordelia'’s
Aspirstions; Edward Harrigsn,

M ,‘ September 23 Coghlan Company, Jocelyn by Charles
, Coghlan; Rose Coghlan,

T September 24 Coghlan Company, Forget Ms Not; Rose
Coghlan;

F end S Octobar 5-5 Yom Kippur, Jdewish holiday services;
locel citizens,

T October 8 Home talent concert; Baptist Church
benefit,

W Qctober 9 Nobles Company, From Sire to Son by
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dolly Nobles

Th Qctober 10 Nobles Company, Love and law by Milton
Nooles; Milton and Dolly Nobles,

Mand T QOctober l4-15 The Stowawsy; Marién Elmors.,

W October 23 Democratic counly convention,

F November 1 Vincent Company, OQur Bovs; Felix and

Eva Vinecent,

S November 2 Vincent Company, Chip and Fogg's Ferry
by Callahanj; Felix and Eva Vincent.

M and T November 4=5 doyt Compeny, A Brass Monkey by Charles
Hd. Hoyt; Charles Drew and Flora Walsh,
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November

December:

December

Jenuery 4
January 5

January 1

January 1
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January 2

25-26

19

15
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1889

Nick Roberts! Spectacular Pantomime
Company, Humpty Dumbty by Georgs L. Fox.

Patti Ross Compsny
Craven and Green;

Little Lord Feuntleroy by Franmces H,
Burneth; Georgie Cocper.

Silver Medal Elocuticnary Contest,

A‘Musical‘Service, Christ Episcopsal
~ Church; Reverend Alexander Allen.

A Bunch of Keys by Charles H, Hoyij
Louise Raymond. :

1 -

Moorels Arfh Exhibiticn, Victorsllis

and Ssnta Claus,

Musical Service, Christ Episcopal
Churchj; ‘Reversnd Alexander Allen.

Public installation, Women's Relief
Corps and Winfield Scott Pest; G. A. R.

People's Service, Christ Episcopal
Church.

Song Service, Chrisit Episcapal Church,

Grau Comic Opera Company, The Brigands
by Offenbachj; Marie Greenwood.

Greu: Comic Opera Company, Amorita;
ie Greenwood,

Company, The Tigress by

szer-Davis E
7 Joseph Grismer and Phosbe

ST
Ramsy Morris;
e

Grismer-Davis Company, The World Against

Her by Frenk Harvey; Josesph Grismsr and
Phoebte Davies,

James Company, Virginius by Sheridan
Knowles; Louls James,




Sun
Mand T

Sun

F.and S

Moand T

7 ;i January 21

January 23

Jenuary 31=-

February 1

~ February 2
:;5 February 4=3

February 10-11

February 14-15

February 18

~ February 19

Februsry 23

February 24-25

March 2

March 7

March 12

March 14=15

March 21

March 24-25

James Compeny, Othello by Shslksspears;
Louils James.

W, S. Cleveland Compeny, Haverly
Minstirels,

Knight Company, Over the Garden Wallj;
Mrs. George Knight,

People's Service, Christ Episcopal
Church. :

Hoyt Company; A Hole in the Ground oy
Charles H. Hoyt.

Leavitt Burlesque Company, The Spidsr
and the Fly by Frazsr and Gill,

Stetson Company, Uncle Tom's Cabin by
Stows, Aiken version,

Home talent musical, Christ Episcopal
Church.

Reed Company, The Women Hater by D. D.
Lloyd; Roland Reed.

People!s Service, Christ Episcopal
Church.,

J. M, Hill Union Square Theatre Company,
A Possible Cage by Sydney Rosenfsld,

People's Service, Christ Episcopal
Church.

Chamber of Commerce, public mesting to
raise funds to advertise Aspen.

James 0'Neill Company, The Count of
Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumasj Jemss
O'Neill,

Rice Company, Evangeline by E. 'E, Rice.

Qut of Bondage by Rsversnd Joseph Brad-
ford; the Hyer sisters.

The Postage Stamp Company, A Social
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136
1890
Sun.  May 25 Memorial Services; auspices of Winfield
: : L SCOtt POSt, G. Au Ro
T Mey 27 Zllisler Company, The Governess by E. J.
Swartz; Effie Ellslsr,
oW May 28 . Ellsler Company, Egypt by Edward Sheldon;
: Effie Ellsler,
Th May 29 Home talent, W. R, C,
Th: June 5 - - . A Long Lane: or Pine Meadow by Sedley
V ... Brown. .
F June 5  Illustrated lecture, "The Homes of
“.England" by The Great Cromwell.
3 June 7 Illustrated lecture, "Paris, the Beauti-
ful City" by The Great Cromwell.
Sun aune 8 ITllustrated lecture, "The World's Fair and
Jaris PExposition™ by The Great Cromwell.
M June 9 Katie Emmett Company, The Waifs of New York;
: s Katie 'Emmett,
M June 16 : Shenandcesh by Bronson Howard; original Nesw
: York cast and Frank Carlyle.
T and W June 17-18 - Joseph Haworth Company, Paul Keuvar by
: - Steele MacKay; Joseph Haworth.
- T and W June 24-25 Professor Herrmann's Trans-Atlantic
- Vaudevilles,
g‘ F June 27 Boxing matches, Jack Dempsey, the NonPareil.
§  Th,F*, ¥ July 3~4 Richards and Pringle Company, Georgia
%;; Minstrels.
i M . July 7 Public installation of I. 0. O. F. Lodge
%;f by Aspen Lodge No. 59 and Silver City
i Lodge No. 92,
z;‘V T July 8 Held by the Enemy by Gillette., Did not appear -
§;, scenery burned in Walker Opera House fire in
1 Salt Lake City,
Sun July 13 Illustrated lecturs of Johnstcwn flood,
hospital bensfit,
:
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W

3y

July 14

July 18

August 1l

August 12

September 30

“ October

October

October

October

QOctober

October

QOctober

October

October

August 29

6

10

11

15

17

20

21

22

'2iseptember 9

,?fSeptember 12

William A. Brady Company, After Derk by

Dion® Boucicault; Bobby Gaylor,

Home talent concert, Mrs, J, A, Small,

The Celifornia Opera Company, Qlivette
by Audran.

The Californias Opera Company, La Mascott,

Home talent; King's Daughters.

Lady Peggy; Nellie McHenry.

Arneld-Gardner Vaudeville Company, hosp-
ital benefit arranged by Charlie Boyd
of the Comique Theatre..

Robert Mantell Company, Monbars by
Adolph D'Enrery; Robert Mantell,

Robert Mantell Company, Othellc by
Shakespesre; Robert Mantell.

W. J. Scanlan Company, Myles Arcon by
Augustus Pitou; W, J. Scanlan.

Rose Coghlan Company, Peg Woffingion
by Charles Reade; Rose Coghlan.

Rose Coghlan Company, London Assurance
by Dion Boucicault; Rose Coghlan.,

Democratic meeting.,

Hoyt Company, A Midnight Bell by
Charles H, Hoyt,

Hoyt Company, A Brass Monkey by
Charles H. Hoyt.

A Child of Naples by Adelph D‘Enncry,
Alexander Salvini,

Don Caesar de Bazan by Adolph D'Ennery;
Alexander Salvini,

Henry E. Dixey Company, Adonis by E. E.
Rice; Henry E. Dixey.




1890

¥ October 24 ©  Home talent, Temple of Famay Ladiss of
Baptist Church.
Mo October 27 Republican meeling; Govasrner Roubi,
spes kar,
Feand S  October 31~
November 1 Beacon Lights,
Y Novamber 5  Aamold Concert Company, child pianist

Loule Elbel, bepsfit for Father Downey
and new Catholice Church,

Th Nowvember 13 Goodyear, Elitch and Schilling, Minstrel,

T Novamber 18 The Carlaton Ope$a Company, Nanon by
- Genes,
M November 24 Howms talent, benefit for Presbyterian
Church,
M Decembar 1 - Hanlon Volter Company, pantomime and
~novelty.
Th : December 4 - Grismer-Davis Company, Lights and Shad-
ows by Charles Gaylar Phoebe and Joseph
Grismer.
M December 8 Edward E, Rice Coumpany, Rice's World's
: . Fair.
F December 13 Home talent concert by Ladiss of

Episcopal Church,

M December 22 W. Si Clevelsnd Compsny, Minstrel,

S Decenber 27 Louis James Company, Ingomasr by Marie
Anne Lovell; Louis James,
1891

T January 6 Abbott English Qpera Cowpany, Bohemisn

Girl by Balfe; Emma Abbott. Cancelled
due to Fmma Abbott's death in Salt Lake
City.

rf

January 9 Donnelly and Girard Company, Natural
Gas; Nellie Price Dow.

M Januery 12 W. W. Fowler and Wm, Warrington, Thne
Corsair by Rice and Brabam,

:
|
!
z



Th

T and W

Th

“January 20

Januery 31

February 2

‘1February 7

Febrﬁéry 9

February 18

Fsbruary 21

March 3

March 11

March 14

.March 16

March 18

March 21

March 26

March 31-
April 1

April 2

April 4

April 6

1891

William A. Brady Company, The Clemenceau

Case by Alexander Dumas. Cancelled dus to
scenery ‘and coshumes 'in baggage car left
in Bed GCloud, Nebraskas,

#imball Opera Comique and Burlesque Company,
puriesque of Carmen by Alexander Bizetl;

Corinne.

Charles Frohman Company, The Private

- Secretary by William Gillette,

fi QOle Olson; Robert L, Scott.

Little Lord Fauntlerov by Frances H.
Burneti; Georgie Cooper:

Patti Rosa Company, Imp by Frsd Mersden
and: Cley M. Greene; Patti Rosa.

Bolossy Kiralfy Compeny, Water Queen,

 Denman Thompson and George W. Ryer,

The Two Sisters by Charlotte Lennox.

The World by J. C. Little; J. C. Little,

The Bostonians, Fatinitza by Von Suppé.

- E. D. Steirs! Company, A Barrel of Money;
- Gracie Emmett,

‘ Hoyt: Compeny, A Texag Steer by Charles H.

Hoyt,

Sprague's Comedisns, A Social Session.

W. S. Clevsland Company, Cleveland's
Consolidated Minstrels,

"Phenomena, " exhibition of mind reading
and feats of strength; Martha and
Charles Steen,

Home talent benefit concert, Titania;
Band of Hope. :

J. C. Lewis Company, Si Plunkard.

Republican ratification meeting,



~Sun

Sun *

|

i

Th

April 11

April 12

April 19

April 21

April 24

April 30

May 16

May 22

May 23

June 9

June 10
June 11
June 12

Junse 13

140

1891

Ellsler Coupany, Miss Manning by James

Runyan; Effie Ellsier snd Frank Weston.

Lecturs, "Pro g and
benefit for Catholic Church
erend N. C. M

Mass meeting for miners to explain
hospitel contributieon benefits,

Milton Nobles Company, From Sire to Son
by Milton Nobles; Milton and Dollie Noblss,

Wented -~ the Farth; John Dillion.

Ratie Emmeti Company, Wsifs ¢of New York;
Katie Emmett,

Home talent, East Lynne-.

Lillisn Lewis Company, Credit Lorraine
by Lawrence Marston; Lillian Lewis,

Lilldan Lewis Company, As In A Looking
Glass by lawrence Marston; Lillian Lewis.,

Unlon Memorial Services, suspices G. A,

George C. Staley Company, A Roval Pass,
Aspen High School Commencement exercises,
McFadden's Mammoth Double Uncle Tom's

Cabin Compeny, Uncle Tom's Cabin by
Stows, Aiken version. e

Illustrated lecture, "Paris, the Mag-
nificant™ by H. H., Ragzan.

Illustrated lecture, "A Trip to Alaska"
by H. H. Ragan.

Illustrated lecture, "Ramblings in Rome"
by H. H. Regan.

Charles H. Yals Conpany, Iwelvs Tempta=-
tions by Charles H. Yale; W. J. Gilmore,

Illustrated lecturs, "Yosemite and Yel-
lowstone™ by H. H. Ragan.




Th

Moand T

T

T, W, Th

rxi

Jung 15

June 23

June 29

July 20-21

Avngust 6

August 31

September 8-
9-10

September 11

September

‘qmnléf”

September 3

25

September 28

October

October

QOctober

QOc tobar

Datobar

3
12

13

1/

14

1891

Reed Company, lLend Me Your Wife by Dion
Boucicauit; Roland Reed.

Aobls Carringlon Grand Opera Company,
The Hose of Cestile Dby Balfey hoso-
ital bensfit,

Public meeting about silver prices,

Frank W. Sangsr Company, Mr, Barnss of
New York by A. C. Gunter.

New York Bijou Theater Company, ity

Directory; Russell's comedians,

Stariight; Vernons Jarbesaux.

Locture, "Big Blundsera® by Reverend T,
DeWitt Talmage,

The Messenper, benefit for Episcopal
Church,

Goodyear, Elitch and Schilling Company,
minstrel.

Crand Lodgs Convention, Knights of
Pythias,

Incog by Mrs. R, Pachscoj; Charles Dickson.

Richerd III by Shekespesre; Thomas W,
Kesne, )

Evans and Hoey Company, A Parlor Match
by Charles H, Hoyt. :

W. S. Cleveland Compeny, mingtrel.

Wilbur Company, The Planter's Wife;
James McCann and Lizzie Kendall.

Wilbur Company, Streets of New York by
Dion Boucicsault; James McCann and Lizzie
Kendall.

 Wilbur Company, The Two Orphans by Adolph

D!'Ennary.

Wilbur Company, Escaped From the law;
Lizzis Kendall,




M % and M

Th

Th and F

Th

October 27

October 16

October 18

October 23

S

Nevsmber 2

November 12
November 13
NOVember’lé

November 17

November 2627

Decsmber 3

December 5
December 7

Decembsr 10

December: 11

December 15-
16-17

Dacember 22

Decaembar 24

December 28

foved

891

Home talent, Frou Frou by Meilhac and
Halevy; benefit;
The Nemines; Nat C. Goodwin,

Cosgrove and Grant Compsny, The Dazzler;
Kate Castleton.

Tne Hustler by Lew Rosen,
Concert, P. S. Gilmore Band.

Lillian lewis Company, Credit Lorraine
by Lawrence Marston; Lillian Lewis.

Home talent benefit operstia, Elmay
Band of Hope,

The Goldens, Fete by Bariley Campbell;
Bells Golden,

The Goldens, Qur Bachelors by Harry
Robinsoun,

Lost in London; Newton Beers,

L

Yon Yonson by Jacob Lith; Gus Heegs,

The Two Qrohens by Adolph D'Ennery;
Kate Claxton,

The 0ld Homestead by Denmen Thompson
and George W. Ryer.

Dr. Bill; adapted by Hamilton Aide.

Charles H. Yale Company, Devil's Auction
by William J, Gilmorse,

Western Colorado Congress, Western Slope
silver advocates,

Home talent, East Lynne, Tayleure adap-
tion; King's Daughters bensfit.

Fowler and Warmington Company, Skipped
by the Light of the Moon.

Svort McAllister; Bobby Gaylor.




M

January 4

January 8

Jenuary 9

Japuary 23

January 27

February 8

February 9

February 13

March 3

March 12

March: 14

March 18

March 28

April 13

April 15

1892

Williem A Brady Company, The Clenencsau
Case by Alexander Dumss; Sybil Johnstone.

r-Davis Company, The Burglsr by
Avgustus Thoras; Joseph Grismer and
Fhoebe Davies,

Frank Savage Stock Company, Mr, Pohtiter
of Texas by A, C. Gunter,

Sutton's Monster Double Uncle Tom's
Cebin Company, Uncle Tom's Cabin by
Stowe,

Honest Hearts and Willing Hands by
Duncan B. Harrison; John L. Sullivan
vs, Jack Ashton in three-round glove
contest, Duncan B. Harrison.

W. T. Carleton Opers Company, Indigo
by Strauss.

Maggie Mitchell Company, Little Mave
erick by C. T. Dazey; Maggie Mitchell,

he Lion's Mouth by H. G. Carieton;
rederick Warde,

m
L

=
i

Patti Rosa Company, Dolly Varden by
Charles T, Vincent; Patii Rosa,

Kimball Comic and Burlesqus Company,
Carmen Up To Datay Corrine,

Charles Frohman's Company, Mr. Wilkin-
son's Widows by William Gillette;
Josaph Holland, Mrs., Georgie Dresw
Barrymore and Thomas Burns.

Home talent benefit, Aspen- Juvenile

o

Opera Company, A Dress FRehearsal;
auspices of Methodist Church.

As You Like It by Shekespeare; Miss
Gale and Creston Clarke,

Reno and Ford's Comedians, Joshua Simpkins.

&4 TU

ticnar
a5k

ds and Pringle Company, Georgia

rels; Billy Kersands,

ot
il
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May 24

May 28

May 2

May 30

June

June

June

June

June

11

13

17-18

22

Ellsler Compzny, Hazel Kirke by Stesie
MacKaye; Effie Ellsler,

Heome talspt, I, 0. 0. F. celebrabion.

Charles Frohman Company, Jane;
original New York cast.

Concert, Colorado State Universiiy
Glee and Banjo Club.

Fisk Jubilee Singers, concert, suspicss
of ladies of First Presbyterian Church.

Mille” Brﬁtﬁa;s Company, Kajunks;
psntomime,

Memorial Sunday Services, local citizans

Memorial Day Services, Upton Post, G,
A, R.

Donnelly and Girard Company, Natural
Gas; Amy Ames.

The County Fair by Charles Barnard and
Neil Burgsss; Neil Burgesss.

Eckert Heck Troubadours, repertoire of
special comedies; Emma Berg,

Haverly'!s Mastodon Minstrels,

Hoss and Hoss; Charlie Reed and
William Collier.

Eckert Opera Company, Olivette by
Audran; Emma Berg.

Zrkert Opera .Compeny, Chimes of Nor-
mzady by Planguetie; Emma Berg.

Eckert Opera Company, H. M. S, Pinefors

oy Gilbert and Sulliven; Emma Berg.
Gorton's Famous New Orleans Minstrels,

Daniels Company, Little Puck; Frank
Danisels.

£



Th

Sun

h

Avgust 10

August 16

hugust 18
August 24

>f,Sepﬁember 29

Qctober
October
October
Cetober
October

Qctober 27

Qctober 28
October 29

November 5

Movember 7

Novemper: 10

verber

et

Maveron T

[
Lad

-1

A Night at the Circus by H. G. Donnelly;
Nellie McHenry. :

Marshnall's Military Band Concert can=
celled,

Home talent, The Confe
Company €, National Gu

4
€a
ua

Concert, Mendelssohn Male Quartel from
Denver assisted by local talent,

McFee of Dublin by Charles T. Vincent
and John T. Kelly; John T. Kelly and
Florrie West,

Jacob Litt and Thomas H, Davis, dirsc-
tors, The Ensign by William Haworih.

by

T3
L&,

Duif Opera Company, The GCondolie
Gilbert and Sullivan; Helen EHs

ie
ri

Home talent, Columbus Day celebration,
school children, W. R. C. and G. A, R,

Fowler and Warmington Company, Skipoed
by the Light of the Mgon; Charles J,
Hogan and George Booker.

Campaign Speech, Senator Teller,

Political rally, H. H. Eddy, speaker,

Nobles Company, For Revenue Only by
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dollie Nobles.,

Nobles Company, A Son of Thespis by
Milton Nobles; Milton and Dollie Nobles.

Republicen rally, Belford, speaker,
Charles E. Schilling Company, minsirels.

Zenee De Moray by D'Ennery; Clara Morris.

“zdium, Dr. Cooke,

Sacti Rosa Company, Miss Dixie; Pattl
Zo3a, venelit for Elks, -



Navemcer 29

Novembar 30

December 16

December 21

’December 27

Decsmber 31

January 2

January 6

January 13-14
Jenuary 30
February 4

February 7

February 14

February 15

3

February 28

Hoae talent, The Drunkard!s Doom.

Jolly Surprise by Arthur Wellack; pre-

ceded by Offenbach's The Litile Broom
Sellers; Fanny Rice,

exd I by Jemes L. Lad?rﬁr, George P.
Furnhy ‘

Home talent, By Force of Impulsse.

Home talent, concert, Christisn Church
benefit.,

1893

O, W. Heywecod Company, ¥ew England Folks

)
by Sol. Smith Russell; Albe Haywood,

Katie Putnam Company, An Uncleimsad
Express Packarze,

The Spider and the Fly by M. B, Leavitit;:

Louise Royce.

Home talent, The Merry Milkmaids;
Methodist Church bensefit.

American Drematic Company, Incog by
Mrs, Pachecoy; Charlss Dickson.

Turner's English Girls Cowmpany,
Cleopatra, burlesque,

Home talent, Silver City Dramatic Club,
Woodcock's Little Game: and Word of
Honor.

Bill Nye, humorist, and A. P. Burbank,

monologist,

Baroness Blanc Company, Deception,
adaption of Le Demi Monde by Alexander

Dumas; Baroness Blanc.

Geme talent, The Irish Doctor by Walter
Gwen; penefit for widow of spow slide
victim,

146
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March

March

March
April

April

2

‘25
29

11

12

15

17

18

22

27

Atlantic Company, Fun on the
isztol; Jobn F., Sheridean,

E, A, McFarland Company, The 0ld Home=

stead by Denmsn Thompson,

Home talent, The Henrietta by Bronson
Howard; beriefit for widoew of mine
accident victim.

A Turkish Bath; Marie Heath.

Home talent, Cinderslla, burlesque

Greenuall Company, Larry, the Lord; R,
E and Marie Lewrsnce,

Miss Annie-Eve Fay in a scientific
seance on spiritualism and theosophy.

r b

4]

|

[¢]
o]
«3)

florence Company, The Mighty Deoll
Benjamin Woolf; Mrs. W. J. Flor=n:
Howsard Coveney.

b g
jeh)

P

Ellsler Company, Hazel Kirke by Steels
MacKaye; Effie Ellsler (farewell tour).

Calhoun Opera Company, Said Pasha by
Daniel Auber; Laura Millard,

Calhoun Opera Company, Bocaccio.

Home teleni, The Henrietta by Bronson
Howard.

Gentleman Jack; James J. Corbeti, boxer
who knocked out Jonn L. Sullivan.

Lecture, Louis F. Post,

Stark's Austro Hungarian Orchestrs,
concert.

Primrose and West Company, minstirel.

fenshaw and Ten Broeck Company, The Nsbobs.
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Th o May 1l Ine Liliputions, The Little Countess
by Charles Gaylor; Countess Magri,
original Mrs. General Tom Thumb (fare-—
wall tour).
S May 20 The Zing of the Turfy cancelled when
company disbanded in Demver Mzay 14,
W . May 24 The Prodigsl Fsther: Carmencita.
2 ¥
S Mey 27 ‘ The Ides by Hallen and Harb; Al Wileon,
Sun _ May 28 .~ Memorial Sunday services.
T - May 30 - Memorial Day services.
Mand T  June 12-13 Boston Howard Athenassum Specialty
: ' Company, vaudeville,
Sun June. 18 Misg May Howard, English wedium,
" ? g
Th June 22 O'Dowd!s N¥eighbors by Mark Marphy.
F Jurne 30 Home talent, Cinderells, burlesque.,
F August 11 dome talent, musicians' charily concert,
Chamber of Commerce benefit.
M September 3 Home talent, Labor Day program, Daggettts
opere house orchestra.
S Septemver 30 Miners! mass meeting.
M October 2 Businessmen's meeting,
W October 4 ‘ass meeting, miners and mine laborers,
F October 6 Litt and Davis Company, A Nutmeg Match
oy William Haworth (no review - may not
heve played). '
F October 13 Home talent musicians' charity concert,
for Chamber of Commerce.
T Qctober 24 Grand Populist Rally, Govermor Waite,
speaker.
Th Novexber 2 Aspen Antipartisan Equal Suffrage League,

M Novemper 6 Populist Party Rally.
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December

January 8
Jenuary 1
January 1
February
February

February

February

March 6

March 10
March 20

April 3

April 4

12

1

9

3

7

14

22

Vo
e
D

RS
1ng3

Barlow Brothers Mammoth Minstrel Company.

riends by Edwin Milton

o

151

Fowler and Wermingion's Comedians,
ckipped by the Light of the Moon;
cancelled due to storms in mountains - ,
troupe could not meke railroad connections.,

~“Home talent concery, Apollo Club, Cham-
per of Commerce benefit to allaviate
destitution,

dome talent, G. A, R, benefit entertain-
ment.

James O'Neill Company; The Count of Monte
Cristo by Alexander Dumas; James 0'Neill.

McFee of Dublin by Charles T, Vincent and
John T, Kelly; Jobn T. Kelly.

Home talent, Aspen Specialty Company,
including Daggett's Band and Aspen Man-
dolin Club, King's Daughters bvenefit.

Daniels Company, Little Puck; Frank
Daniels and Bessie Sanson.

Ole Olson,

Home telen®, Rebecca's Triumpn; King's

o2

Daughters beneflit,

Ellsler Company, Doris by Robert Drouet;
Effie Ellsler.

Populist Rally.

Home talent, Rio Grande; King's
Daughters benefit,




April 6

April 7

April 14

April 16

April 20

April 26

Fresman's Fun Mekers, A Railroag
Ticket by Cherles E, Blaney.

Jome talent, The Southern Spy; benefit
G. A, R, encampment fund.

High School Commencement exercises.

M. B. Leavitt Company, The Spider
and the Fly by M. B, Leavitt.

I. 0. 0, F. 75th Anniversary sxarcises.
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